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CINEMASCOPE is sensational everywhere! It leads 
Leo’s Battalion of Box-office Big Ones as M-G-M’s 
30th Anniversary Jubilee gets off to a terrific start! 
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This is where 
"His Majesty 0 Keefe" 
was made! 


\ 
(5) ae 
WT... years and 4700 miles ago, Burt 
Lancaster and a company of 400 motion 
picture players and technicians arrived 


at Suva in the Fiji Islands. They were 
there to film in its authentic, fabulous 
backgrounds, the almost incredible love 
story of a fellow named David O'Keefe 
—a lost island trader from Savannah, 
Georgia who became chief and ruler of 
10,000 barbarous warriors. 

Here, surrounded by thronging spec- 
tacle, savage battles, mystic love-rites 
and multitudes of Fiji natives, is the role 
of roles for Burt Lancaster—a worthy 
dramatic successor to his portrayal in 
“From Here to Eternity”. 

Here, moviegoers will go on their most / 
spectacular and their most off-the-path 
movie-safari in many a year. i 

Here is a two-million-dollar invest- 
ment in a motion picture—every dollar 
of it invested in great entertainment! 
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THE GREATEST STAR 
IN THE HISTORY 
OF THE INDUSTRY! 
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THE CODE DISPUTE 


by MARTIN QUIGLEY 


~\ AMUEL GOLDWYN in a letter to Eric Johnston, 
president of the Motion Picture Association, as- 
serts his belief that “the time has come when it 
is imperative to bring the Production Code up to 
date.” He further remarks that “in the almost quarter 
of a century since the Code’s adoption, the world has 
moved on. But the Code has stood still.” 

Mr. Goldwyn’s voice is one of authority in the motion 
picture industry and one of towering prestige with the 
amusement-seeking public the world over. It is unfor- 
tunate that the Goldwyn voice is now raised in chorus 
with that continuing cabal of clamor against the Code 
by those who seek the destruction of all restraints and 
standards in motion picture entertainment dedicated to 
the maintenance of decency and morality. 

Mr. Goldwyn has not, I am sure, intended any such 
purpose. In fact, in the Johnston letter he states, “It is 
only through sound self-regulation that, as an industry, 
we can avoid the excesses that lead to unbridled censor- 
ship.” But the public position which Mr. Goldwyn now 
assumes inevitably will have the effect of lending the 
weight of his influence to the comfort and support of 
those who, despising all regulation, want to tinker with 
the Code to the point of making it nothing other than 
a sham and a pretense. 

To say that the Code ought to be brought up to date 
sounds on the face of it as an entirely reasonable ob- 
servation. The world moves on and institutions and in- 
dividuals who want to be abreast of the times must keep 
up with the procession. However, any such dictum ap- 
plies to customs and conventions. It most emphatically 
does not apply in the area of morality. Principles in the 
area of morality are as unchangeable as are the pertinent 
principles in the area of mathematics, Theft, perjury, 
adultery and all of the other serious infractions of the 
moral law are morally wrong now, always have been 
and always will be. A code that would drift with any 
current of contrary thought would be a fraud. 

Hollywood has been distantly familiar with the Code 
for nearly a quarter of a century. It would seem that 
such a span of time would have been sufficient for both 
Hollywood and all other elements of the industry to 
come to understand its essential character. But very lit- 
tle in this direction has actually happened. If this were 
not so it would not be popular to talk vaguely about 
“bringing the Code up to date.” 





plication of moral principles, based on the Ten 
Commandments, to the subject matter of motion 
pictures. The duty of the Production Code Administra- 
tion is to apply the principles of the Code, in an advisory 
manner, to the scripts and pictures which producers 
submit. 
Secondarily, the Code document consists of a number 
of regulations based on matters of policy and expediency. 
With respect to the primary—and in effect the essen- 
tial part of the Code—to call for its revision is tanta- 
mount to calling for a revision of the Ten Command- 
ments and the moral order of the Western world which 


Ta Code document consists primarily of the ap- 
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is rooted in the Ten Commandments. It does appear 
that in the private lives of many persons such a revi- 
sion has indeed been effected. But it is hardly to be 
argued seriously that if an individual or a group chooses 
to declare the Ten Commandments out of date and in 
need of revision to meet the conditions of the modern 
world any such attitude makes the Decalogue invalid. 
As to the secondary and impermanent part of the 
Code, consisting of a number of regulations based on 
policy and expediency, this has been subject to revision 
and amendment frequently throughout its entire life. 
Incidentally, it is this part of the Code which has 
caused much criticism to be visited upon the Code as 
a whole. That this should be so is indeed proper and 
logical because some of the policy regulations which have 
been in effect have been plain silly, such as the regula- 
tion against the use of the words “Hell” and “Damn.” 
To Mr. Goldwyn and to other serious and responsible 
critics of the Code the question might well be asked, 
“Just what do you want revised in the Code and what 
is the thought and language of the revision you seek?” 


volves an alteration of a moral principle based on 

the Ten Commandments the answer must be an em- 
phatic “No.” Failing to make this answer the Associa- 
tion would become party to so emasculating the Code 
as to make it a hollow pretense which would betray its 
own and the public interest. 

If the critics of the Code want a change in the regula- 
tions based on policy and expediency let them state what 
changes are wanted and to what purpose. At the present 
time there are pending for adoption by the Association 
a group of policy amendments; others might likewise 
be considered. But if other changes in this category are 
to be considered it will be necessary for their sponsors 
to speak, not in vague, general terms, but in specific 
language. Obviously to discuss the Code or any part of 
it in specific language serious study, and not merely 
casual acquaintance with the document, is imperative. 

Over the misty vista of these many years Mr. Gold- 
wyn remembers himself as “one of the initiators of the 
Code” in his letter to Eric Johnston. Simply for pur- 
peses of historical accuracy, he is reminded that the 
Code was not initiated by anyone in Hollywood. As Mr. 
Goldwyn will recall from this reminder it was originated 
and brought to Hollywood by the person whose name 
is signed to these lines. If Mr. Goldwyn should view 
any of the lines in this discussion as vehement, I arn 
sure he will ascribe this to parental ardor and not un- 
friendliness. 

Also for the purpose of historical accuracy, it should 
be noted that Mr. Goldwyn, from the time of the meet- 
ing of the producers association in January, 1930, at 
which the Code plan was first submitted, was an inter- 
ested and constructive supporter of the Code idea and 
its administration. 

This record is proof of his loyalty to the principle of 
self-regulation and an assurance that when the dust 
of the current debate subsides he will be found standing 
staunchly on the side of that kind of a Code which makes 
for decency in motion pictures and a good name for the 
industry. 


|: the revision requested from whatever source in- 











Tax Fight 


To THE EpiTor: 

My 3-D equipment cost less than $150, 
and my sixth 3-D did more business than a 
similar 2-D on the same playdate. I now 
have some “‘strictly 3-D” customers. 

Yes, 


it’s also 


Television is hurting our show, but 
taking advertising dollars away 
from your local newspaper, and you are not 
doing you point this out to 
your editor at least once a week. 

I hurt the loudest the last day of each 
menth when I tear off a few pounds of 
flesh to send the Federal Reserve Bank, and 
although it’s a stiff uphill fight, if you line 
up your newspaper and bank, and cooperate 
at the right time, we can eliminate this tax, 
mean everyone in 


a job unless 


but when I say we, I 
show business. The day before Ike vetoed 
the Mason Bill, I sent $50 worth of tele- 
grams from leading organizations and busi- 
I am firmly convinced that had 
same, we wouldn’t be 
paying the tax today. Take a look at yout 
last month’s Federal tax depository receipt 
and ask yourself if you can afford the energy 
and cash to participate in the next waltz.- 

JESS JONES, Ritz Theatre, 
Oklahoma. 


ness people. 


everyone done the 


Crescent, 


Tribute to HERALD 
To THE EpIToR: 

As the year comes to a close, I think we 
should pay tribute to your excellent maga- 
zine and all the help it has given us through- 
out the 
much interest and certainly a lot of valuable 


year. Every section is read with 
information and hints are given on the prob- 
lems of theatre management. 


Also, 


in these days when we see the box 





office sagging more than ever may we re- 
mind the producers that the smaller towns 
have to make a living also, so why not give 
us more down-to-earth stories with human 
interest family. appeal. Animal pictures, 
race horse stories plus real clean humor will 
patrons. However, as it now 
seems increased pictures that 
often the parents will not allow their chil- 
dren to see results in their staying home as 
well. So, Mr. Producer, give us the family 
type picture and we'll be happy.—D. P. 
SAVAGE, Capitol Theatre, Listowel, Ont. 


draw our 


prices for 


- a ] 
CinemaScope’s Future 
To THE EpITor: 

What will CinemaScope per se mean on 
the sixth attraction? 

I give you one answer: not as much as 
3-D per Se. 

| hope it never happens—and scanning the 
lineup of CinemaScope productions for the 
next six months—I’m sure it will be far in 
the future, but wait until a CinemaScope 
production of the quality of “Man in the 
Dark” and “Arena” is released. 

And now I would like to ask a question. 
Where are all the reviewers who criticized 
3-D films for containing scenes that merely 
demonstrated the 3-D technique? Or isn't it 
so bad artistically to include scenes in a 
CinemaScope production that serve no pur- 
pose other than demonstrating the scope of 
the camera?—A Mississippi Exhibitor. 
The Recipe 
To THE EprrTor: 

The industry needs better and more pic- 
tures. Also more pictures with top stars.— 


Exhibitor, Buffalo, New York. 


The Money Making Stars 


r HIS is the week in which exhibitors of the United States, Canada and 
Great Britain—through Motion Picture Herald’s 22nd annual poll—bestow 
on actors and actresses their most prized honor. To be selected as one of 

the Top Tea Money Making Stars is the goal for which all members of the 

screen acting profession strive. To be named again and again is the firmest 


proof of player eminence. 


Special recognition is due Gary Cooper, a veteran of fourteen appearances 
in the Top Ten, who now has attained the Number One position for the first 
time. To Mr. Cooper and his colleagues, congratulations and best wishes for 
continued box office success during 1954. 

The HERALD thanks the thousands of exhibitors who again chose the play- 
ers whose names meant the most on their theatre marquees.—M. Q., Jr. 
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S smart and showmanlike a piece 
A of promotion effort as has 
been seen in many a day was 
that achieved for the opening at the 
Broadway Paramount of Warner 
Brothers’ “The Eddie Cantor Story,” 
Thursday night of last week. At 
about the time the film was opening 
in New York, Cantor appeared on 
the Ralph Edwards TV show, “This 
Is Your Life,” with an obvious 
direct tieup with the opening. The 
show is a coast-to-coast hookup en- 
joying high popularity. On Sunday 
on the TV Colgate program, Cantor, 
star of the show, plugged “The 
Eddie Cantor Story” all the way 
down the line. It was a case, indeed, 
of using the TV medium for all it 
was worth to promote a new film— 
and in this case, it was quite appar- 
ently worth plenty. 


> “Show Biz,” lively history of 
Broadway in its great years, written 
in the vernacular by Abel Green and 
Joe Laurie, Jr., has had reasonably 
successful sales as a book. Now its 
authors, the editor and a columnist 
on “Variety,” have produced a rec- 
ord album—RCA Victor LOC-1011 
and EOD-1011—of their half-cen- 
tury review. It is narrated by George 
Jessel and features songs and bands 
popular through the whole flam- 
boyant era. 


> The Supreme Court on January 
6 or 7 hears crucial arguments on the 
constitutionality of state film cen- 
sorship. For three hours, lawyers 
will debate whether the states of 
Ohio and New York were within 
their constitutional rights in banning 
the films “M” and “La Ronde.” 


> The Italian film producers want 
more screen time in their own 
country, and more money from their 
government. They put it baldly the 
other day in the considerable talk 
going around about Italy’s projected 
new film law. The Italian Associa- 
tion of Producers wants special 
licensing of producers and distribu- 
tors, which would have the effect of 
raising the number of days on which 
native films must be shown from 80 
to 120 days yearly. They also sug- 
gest the government subsidy of 10 
per cent of the gross income of pic- 
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WHAT PRICE LAP? 


Ernest Kassebaum, owner 
of the Rivoli theatre, Seward, 
Nebraska, reports that the 
other day he received 50 
cents in the mail from an 
anonymous patron who 
praised a recent screen at- 
traction at the theatre. The 
note then added, "We found 
that one of our girls was too 
big to hold on our lap.” 
Hence the 50 cents. 





tures be increased to 16 per cent. 
The Association says foreign films 
in Italy the past year amounted to 
$10,000,000 less than the previous 
year ; and that twice as many Italian 
films were exported as during the 
previous year. 
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> Almost 60 per cent of American 
homes now have television receivers, 


David Sarnoff, chairman of the 
board of Radio Corporation of 
America, said this week in his an- 
nual report on the state of the busi- 
ness. Mr. Sarnoff cited the great 
variety of applications of radio, tele- 
vision and electronics which his 
company is developing for use in 
many fields, and he especially was 
jubilant about the imminence of 
color television. The magnetic re- 
cording of pictures, recently demon- 
strated by RCA, he called a devel- 
opment of great significance for the 
motion picture world. 


> The Ford Motor Company has 
concluded a deal with Box Office 
Television for the most extensive 
off-hour theatre television show in 
the history of the medium. The 
closed circuit program, for Ford 
dealers and executives will be shown 
in 31 theatres in as many cities 
January 28. 


Motion Picture Herald Presents 
The Box Office Hits of 1953 


From Here to Eternity (Col.) 


Gentlemen Prefer Blondes (20th-Fox) 
Hans Christian Andersen (Goldwyn-RKO) 


House of Wax (W.B.) 


Moulin Rouge (U.A.) 
Peter Pan (Disney-RKO) 
The Robe (20th-Fox) 
Shane (Para.) 


[The pictures above are listed alphabetically by title.] 
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HOLIDAYS AND PREMIERES BRING BACK 
THOSE RINGING CASH REGISTERS 


NEVER SO MUCH OF SO GOOD. Crowds jostled and gaped in New York and 
Hollywood these past holidays as the major motion picture companies presented a 
feast of their very best and very biggest, garnished with wide screens, CinemaScope, 
stereophonic sound, and, of course, 3-D. The array of product at this time of year 
represents a culmination of a trend and recognition that only quality pays off. In 
New York, virtually every night saw another Broadway opening. In Hollywood, 
MGM's "Knights of the Round Table" opening was itself a production. 


AS "KING OF THE KHYBER RIFLES" was opened by 20th-Fox at the Rivoli, New York: 
below, the crowd scene; at the right, Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Goldenson. Mr. Goldenson 
heads American Broadcasting-Paramount Theatres. 
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WARNER'S "The Eddie Cantor Story" 
opened at the Paramount in conjunc- 
tion with extensive benefit fund cere- 
monies and tieins. At the left, the 
Paramount marquee; above, Mrs. Keefe 
Brasselle; Mr. Brasselle, who portrays 
Mr. Cantor in the film, and Benjamin 
Kalmenson, Warner Brothers Distribut- 
ing Corp. president. 
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IN HOLLYWOOD, 
MGM's first Cinema- 
Scope creation, 
"Knights of the 
Round Table” opened 
at the Egyptian. At 
right, production 
chief Dore Schary, 
right, with Lana 
Turner and Lex Bar- 
ker. 


by | 7 FERRER 
YWORTH JOSE 
A a RAY - WORLD PREMIERE , IN NEW YORK, Col- 


umbia's “Miss Sadie 


es Te ym! = Thompson" at the 
MI OLor - Capitol drew throngs 

a at midnight. Below, 

on ® Jack Cohn, vice-pres- 
a : ident, with Rosemary 

= = Clooney and Jose 


Ferrer. 
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MGMs 


Wh Hn iD VA a +i : “s 
JUBILEE i INVITATION to Brazil's First International Film 
a Festival, Feb. 12-26, is given in New York at lunch- 
” eon last week, by Brazilian Congresswoman Yvette 
Vargas and Consul General J. B. de Berenguer 
Cesar, to Martin Quigley, Jr., left. 


MGM's THIRTY YEARS are being noted these days with 
rallies and other appropriate ceremonies; and of course a 
sales drive will take advantage of the enthusiasm. Above 
at the Des Moines exchange, 30th Anniversary Jubilee 
captain John P. Byrne, second from right, poses with per- 
onnel. Mr. Byrne also visited in San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, and Seattle. With him, above, are, seated 
Margaret McGaffee, Florence Baker, Theo Anderson, 
Geraldine Robuck, Shirley Gass, Helen Long; and, stand- 
ing, lvan Fuldauer, Morris Nystrom, Harold Sutphin, Chet 
Howser, Helen |. Hansen, F. D. Armington, Jr., Wilma 

John J. Pilmaier, Howard T. Dunn, Margaret 


Jv 


orge M. Baumeister, Jerry McGlynn, Kay 


ylor, Helen E. Hansen, Daryl Johnson, and, right, Bur- 
i midwest sales manager. 


EPORT, right, by 20th-Fox president Spyros 

returned to New York from three weeks 

He decried attempts to ‘‘dilute"’ 

ope in its components of screen, sound, 

é ight, and pointed to records set by "The 

Robe", impending records of other hits, and to 
the company's financial report. 


RAY SMITH, left, last PROMOTING "Knights of the Round Table’ was 
week was named vice- the subject as MGM advertising- publicity vice-presi- 
president of the James- dent Howard Dietz met the other day in New York 
town Amusement Co., with exploitation executives. In array are Emery Aus- 
with headquarters in tin, exploitation manager; Mr. Dietz; Silas F. Seadler, 
New York. He will as- advertising manager; Dan Terrell, publicity manager; 
sist Gerald Shea, pres- Howard Strickling, studio publicity director; O. A. 
ident, and will continue Kingsbury, Donahue and Coe; Joseph Flynn, promo- 
supervising buying and tion; Halsey Raines, publicity; and Ernest Emerling, 
booking. Loew's Theatres ad chief. 
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THE MONEY MAKING STARS 


OF THE YEAR SELECTED BY 
EXHIBITORS OF NATION 


by WILLIAM R. WEAVER 
Hollywood Editor 


HE technological revolution of 1953 
sen’ make a whoop of difference in 
the star situation. 

Nobody who appeared in the new sizes 
and shapes sky-rocketed to peak promi- 
nence in personal drawing power, and no- 
body who didn't appear in them skidded. 

This is the disclosure of standout signifi- 
cance in the results of The HERALD's 22nd 
annual poll of American exhibitors to deter- 
mine the Money-Making Stars of the year. 


For Theatre Men Only 


Nobody votes in that poll but theatre 
owners. These men who have bought the 
pictures at the best price they could get 
and sold them to their neighbors know the 
score better than anybody. In 1953 
they've had to run a spot-referendum on 
3-D and anamorphic dimensional-itis, and 
the final returns are far from in, but there 
isn't a trace of that turmoil in the results 
of their balloting on players. 

The 1952 poll results are surprising only 
in their lack of surprises. 

There is one first-timer in the Top Ten 
echelon. 

That brings to a snug 56 the grand total 
of players who have earned this eminence 
in the entire 22 years of the poll's opera- 
tion. (That brings to 3.92—by quickly 
dividing the actual 56 into the theoretically 
maximum 220—the number of years in this 
select estate average by Top Ten talent.} 

There is one returnee to Top Ten listing, 
in again, with good cause, after a_ first 
inclusion in the 1947 poll. 

In all its phases the 1953 poll proves 
again that Fame is a far more constant 
wench than reputed. 


He’s a Marquee Giant 


On his 14th appearance on the Top Ten 
list Gary Cooper has taken over, for the 
first time, the Number One Spot. This 
man is a marquee giant. He started crash- 
ing Top Ten in 1936, taking 10th place. 
His record shows two seconds, one third, 
three fourths, two fifths, one sixth one 
seventh, one eighth and one ninth. Those 
aren't fractions. Those are winnings over 
the sternest competition the whole world 
of show business could throw against him. 

The Cooper supporting cast in his Top 
Ten stardom is made up, in this order, of 
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EXHIBITOR SELECTIONS 


COMBINED 
Gary Cooper 
Martin & Lewis 


CIRCUIT 
Martin & Lewis 
Gary Cooper 


INDEPENDENT 
Gary Cooper 
Martin & Lewis 


John Wayne John Wayne John Wayne 
Alan Ladd Marilyn Monroe Alan Ladd 
Bing Crosby Alan Ladd Bing Crosby 
Marilyn Monroe Bing Crosby Marilyn Monroe 


James Stewart 
Bob Hope 

Susan Hayward 
Randolph Scott 


Ife fe fd fe fed fed fe fc fe) ef fede fe fd ee fc fed fe Fd ed fe 
Martin & Lewis, John Wayne, Alan Ladd, 
Bing Crosby, Marilyn Monroe, James Stew- 
art, Cob Hope, Susan Hayward and Ran- 
dolph Scott. 

Martin & Lewis, last year's toppers, are 
on the Top Ten list for the third consecu- 
tive year, having made it in 1951 as run- 
ner-up to John Wayne. They look like 
permanent residents. 

Third position on the 1953 list is occu- 
pied by the two-time winner of first place 
—1950 and 195!—John Wayne, now mak- 


GARY COOPER, Number One 


James Stewart 
Ava Gardner 
Bob Hope 


Susan Hayward 


James Stewart 

Bob Hope 
Susan Hayward 
Randolph Scott 


ing his fifth consecutive appearance in Top 
Ten category. 
Alan Ladd, who was out and around dur- 


ing 1953 in three other pictures besides the 


tremendous "'Shane,"’ namely ‘Desert Le- 
gion," "Botany Bay" and "Thunder in the 
East’ is back in the Top Ten circle for the 


first time since 1947. 

Bing Crosby, casual incumbent 
position in the 1953 finals, is the only Top 
Ten star of the year who has made thi 
mark on box office history as many times— 
|4---as this season's Number One. He wa 
out in only two pictures during the year, 

Road to Bali,’ shared with his favorite 
co-star and sparring partner, and ''Little 
Boy Lost,"’ which was closely held as to 
public availability during most of the 
period covered by the poll. But no story 
of the Money-Making Star |, now or 
ever, can properly skip mention of the all- 
time championship run up by Bing in hold 
ing Number One Spot for five consecutive 
years. Take all you can get at whatever 
odds you can scare up that this record will 
stand as long as movies last. 

Marilyn Monroe's placement in sixth po- 
sition on her first inclusion in the Top len 
list cannot be classified as unexpected. S 
had been voted a swift Number One posi- 
tion in the 1952 Stars-of-Tomorrow poll 
conducted at midyear by this periodical 
in the same manner and among the same 
exhibitors as this older, original poll of 

(Continued on page 16) 
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THE NEXT FIFTEEN 


COMBINED 
Doris Day 
Esther Williams 
Kilbride and Main 
Gregory Peck 
Ava Gardner 
Clark Gable 
Burt Lancaster 
Jeff Chandler 
Jane Wyman 
Abbott & Costello 
Stewart Granger 
Jane Russell 
Chariton Heston 
Humphrey Bogart 
Rita Hayworth 


(Continued from page 13) 
American theatre owners. She had been 
seen in the much-discussed ''Niagara,'’ the 
sensationally successful ‘Gentlemen Pre- 
fer Blondes"’ and, less widely as to number 
of theatres, but more productively within 
imitation, the CinemaScuped "How 
Millionaire,” during the 1953 
Plenty of reason, to men- 
tion these alone, why she should succeed, 
as topmost feminine personality in the 1953 
Top Ten standings, to the leadership of her 
gender previously held, and longer than by 
any other, by Betty Grable. 

James Stewart's third appearance in Top 
Ten rating accrues from performances in 
"Thunder Bay,'’ "Naked Spur," “Carbine 
Williams" and ‘Bend of the River,” a 
quartette of remarkably consistent por- 
trayals which are to be topped head and 
shoulders (bank on it) by his work in the 
forthcoming "Glenn Miller Story." With 
the already completed "Far Country" and 
the in-production "Rear Window" to fol- 
low that one in 1954, the Stewart standing 
figures to soar by next poll time. 

Bob Hope, who was Number One in 
1949, is present in 1953 for the 13th time 
in Top Ten territory. His films in general 
distribution during the poll period were 
“Road to Bali,’ which he shared with his 
favorite co-star and sparring partner, and 
Off Limits,'’ with Mickey Rooney. 

Susan Hayward, who made her first Top 
Ten appearance a year ago, taking ninth 
place in the poll, repeats that accomplish- 
ment this year. Her pictures in circulation 
during 1953 were "White Witch Doctor," 
"The President's Lady,"’ "The Lusty Men" 
and "Snows of Kilimanjaro." 

Randolph Scott, scoring his fourth con- 
secutive placement among the Top Ten 


that 
to Marry a 


twelve-m onth 


CIRCUIT 
Gregory Peck 
Burt Lancaster 
Doris Day 
Clark Gable 
Esther Williams 
Randolph Scott 
Jeff Chandler 
Stewart Granger 
Kilbride & Main 
Jane Wyman | 
Montgomery Clift 
Humphrey Bogart 
Charlton Heston 
Jane Russell 
Rita Hayworth 


INDEPENDENT 
Esther Williams 
Doris Day 
Kilbride & Main 
Abbott & Costello 
Gregory Peck 
Ava Gardner 
Clark Gable 
Jeff Chandler 
Jane Wyman 
Burt Lancaster 
Jane Russell 
June Allyson 
Stewart Granger 
Chariton Heston 
Humphrey Bogart 


earned it by grosses-building performances 
in “The Stranger Wore a Gun," 'Hang- 
man's Knot,"’ "Man in the Saddle’ and 
"Thunder Over the Plains." 

Room at the top for the ascending Ladd 
and Monroe careers was made by Doris 
Day and Gregory Peck, who’ dropped %o 
l1th and 14th respectively, in the Ameri- 
can poll, although still doing very well, 
thank you, in the neighborly dominion to 
the North. 

The Canadian exhibitors’ experience in 
the matter of box office values is never 
quite the same as their American brothers . 
This year they list their leaders in this 


ARRAN RRMAR 


ACE OF WESTERNS 


ROY ROGERS, Western Winner 


order: John Wayne, Bing Crosby, Gary 
Cooper, Martin & Lewis, Alan Ladd, Bob 
Hope, Marilyn Monroe, Gregory Peck, 
Doris Day, Burt Lancaster. And the Cana- 
dians omit these American Top Ten-ners 
of 1953: Susan Hayward, Randolph Scott, 
James Stewart. 

Thus democracy. 

And thus the Western situation: 

Back in 1936 the then four-year-old 
Money-Making Stars poll was broken down, 
in recognition of conspicuous circumstances 
of product and attendance, into the two 
divisions which have been maintained since 
then—the general and the Western—with 
Buck Jones riding off with the first Top 
Ten Western Star championship. For all 
those pleasant intervening years the ‘went 
that-a-way" heroes rode the screen in keen 
but contented competition for supremacy 
in a field of activity where flourished a 
plenty for all. 

In the recent past, however, and that 
includes the year just completed, the West- 
ern has come to have a somewhat less 
conspicuous place in the theatre program. 
That does not mean, though, that the 
Western was not still a staple of screen 
diet in many a section of the nation. The 
winners this time, who enjoy a certain qual- 
ity of the hardy perennial, look like this: 

Roy Rogers, first place for | Ith time; 
Gene Autry, second place for sixth time 
(he had racked up six firsts before leaving 
the plains for the Air Force); Rex Allen, 
a close third, Bill Elliott fourth and Allen 
Rotky Lane fifth. 


CHAMPION SHORTS 


For the ninth consecutive year, the inde- 
fatigable Bugs Bunny is the leader in the 
realm of short subjects. In fact, Warner 
Brothers’ rambunctious rabbit received 
more votes in this category than did the 
Top Money-Making Star, Gary Cooper. 
The 10 winners are as follows: 


Bugs Bunny, Warners 

MGM Cartoons, MGM 

Walt Disney Cartoons, RKO 

Pete Smith Specialties, MGM 

Popeye, Paramount 

Stooge Comedies, Columbia 

Mr. Magoo, Columbia 

Merrie Melodies & Looney Tunes, Warners 
Joe McDoakes, Warner 

True Life Adventures, Disney-RKO 


The MGM Cartoons, guided by Fred 
Quimby, have won the Academy Award for 
the best cartoon for two years running. 
This past year it was for ‘Johann Mouse" 
and the year before for ''The Two Mouse- 
keteers."’ The Walt Disney Cartoons have 
been at the top ever since the poll's incep- 
tion in 1939 and they've never placed lower 
than their current third. Pete Smith and 
his Specialties are also veterans of 1939 
and have never finished below fourth. Pop- 
eye has moved up one notch to fifth. 
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HAWKINS SWEEPS TOP HONORS 
IN BRITISH CHAMPION POLLS 


by PETER BURNUP 


LONDON: There was no kind of doubt 
among the Showmen of Britain as to who 
was their Champion Money-Maker of 1953; 
nor did they need the benefit of soothsay- 
ing or crystal-gazing in making their choice. 
By a majority unprecedented in the Poll's 
history this side Jack Hawkins was named 
Champion of Champions. For a number of 
years Mr. Hawkins has been hammering 
confidently at Fame's door. (Last year he 
ranked fourth in Britain's voting). There is 
indeed a quality of high consistency in all 
he does but excellence and integrity also, 
and, with it all, a world of experience. 


From Hamlet Down 


On the stage he has played everything 
from Hamlet downwards. More than twenty 
years ago Manhattan saw him in “Journey's 
End."' He has figured in scores of films but 
all that came to fruition when Carol Reed 
put him in ‘Fallen Idol." The abounding 
accomplishment became manifest and bur- 
geoned in a line of notable things like "No 
Highway,’ ‘Angels One Five," "Mandy. 
This year came ‘“'Planter's Wife," ‘Cruel 
Sea," ‘Malta Story," ‘Intruder, each of 
them an infallible money-spinner; but box 
office customers had begun to speak of 
them also as ‘Jack Hawkins’ films.” 

The portents were there to be read by 
the veriest dullard. Hawkins is there to 
stay, but also to be regarded is the circum- 
stance that on the suffrages of shrewd show- 
men he leads the country's International 
Poll. The actor is snugly tied up on a long- 
term J. Arthur Rank contract. 

There's a remarkable steadiness in the 
top echelon of the Poll. The four leaders— 
Hawkins, Alec Guinness, Ronald Shiner, 
Alastair Sim—made up 1952's top four. 
That need not be taken as evidence of un- 
due loyalty among theatre men. For none 
of the four is to be denied on the current 
year's showing. Not only on this side of 
the Atlantic, Alec Guinness is looked upon 
as a ‘rare’ actor with unerring instinct. 
In “'Kind Hearts and Coronets,"’ ‘Lavender 
Hill Mob," et al., he struck a rich loae of 
comedy. But comedy is not his only line. In 
"Malta Story" he put over an exceeding!y 
subtle study of a man bewilcered in the 
beleaguered island. 


His Own Private Line 


Alastair Sim likewise has his own private 
line. He brings a sly, informed pawkiness 
to his work which in lesser hands would 
descend to banal mediocrity. 

Ronald Shiner, last year's winner, obvi- 
ously treated 1953 as a turning-point in 
his career. His stage play, “Seagulls Over 
Sorrento," continued to play the dizzy 
grosses. One of his films, "Top of the 
Form," had a similar pleasant fate. In the 





JACK HAWKINS 


midst of which cozy good fortune he took 
the plunge into a film of totally different 
calibre; namely, Herbert Wilcox's “Laugh- 
ing Anne." His achievement therein was 
no less notable. 

Not for the first time in this place com- 
ment is demanded on the poor showing 
made by women in the Poll. Newcomer 
Dinah Sheridan is the only actress in the 
roster of the chosen. She is indeed worthy 
and mighty welcome. Anna Neagle, for 
six years Britain's unchallenged Leading 
Lady of the Screen, was not a candidate 
in this year's contest. For nearly two years 
she has eschewed the studio for the stage. 
But it is understood that she contemplates 
making a film in the coming Spring. It's 
all Lombard Street to a China Orange that 


TIPPETT 


MONE Y-MAKERS 
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she'll figure high in next year's Poli. She 
still holds audiences in her personal fief. 

Heads went tumbling in the International 
field. Five of the eminents in last year's 
choice—Betty Hutton, Mario Lanza, James 
Mason, James Stewart, Humphrey Bogart 
—figured nowhere in the hurly-burly this 
time. The fabulous Mr. Hawkins, as in the 
domestic Poll, led the field by lengths but 
there were very good reasons for the 
appearance of the other four newcomers. 
Stalwart Alan Ladd clearly became entitled 
by his magnificent showing in a magnificent 
film, Shane.’ Bing Crosby touched hearts 
all over this land for his rare and touching 
performance in "Little Boy Lost.” 

Expatriate Stewart Granger's nomination 
might be taken as a reward for the indus- 
trious rather than the brilliant; for the actor 
was to be seen in a whole string of diverse 
but well-mounted films. There are no two 
words about the Danny Kaye choice. He 
was seen in one film only during the year. 
But “Hans Christian Andersen’ is one of 
those comfortable happy things you can sit 
through time after time. The Britons cer- 
tainly did so. 

Surprise to many was the nomination of 
Metro's Tom and Jerry as the Champion 
in the Shorts market. But there was no kind 
of question in the manner they overhauled 
and beat the Disney product, particularly 
in the big provincial cities. Showmen in 
those parts speak of them as real money- 
makers. 

Footnote. Exhibitors, had they had their 
way, would have nominated another Great 
Lady of the Screen; none other than Her 
Gracious Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. For 
none matched the loveliness of Her Majesty 
in those Coronation films; none drew great- 
er or more eager hosts to the box office. 


eee eee eeepc 


British exhibitors participating in the “Motion Picture Herald”-"Fame” poll vote for 
three groups: the top ten British players, the top ten international players, including both 
American and British stars, and Western stars. The vote: 


BRITISH 
Jack Hawkins 
Alec Guinness 
Ronald Shiner 
Alastair Sim 
Dirk Bogarde 


INTERNATIONAL 
Jack Hawkins 
Bob Hope 
Alan Ladd 
Gregory Peck 
Martin & Lewis 


WESTERN 
Gary Cooper 
Randolph Scott 
John Wayne 
James Stewart 
Audie Murphy 


Dina Sheridan Bing Crosby Roy Rogers 
Jack Warner John Wayne Rock Hudson 
Nigel Patrick Stewert Granger Gene Autry 
Ralph Richardson Doris Day Rod Cameron 
Anthony Steel Danny Kaye Rory Calhoun 
RRPAPRUVAT TIANA NINA TTR Ieee ewe 
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GOLDWYN ASKS 
CODE REVISION 


Suggests “Modernization” 
of Rules; Johnston Calls 
It “Living Document” 


letter to 
Motion Picture 


Eric 
As- 
\merica, made public Tuesday, 
revision of the Production 
Code for the motion picture industry. In 
answer to Mr. Goldwyn, the MPAA presi- 
that the “Code 
not intended at the 
are not intended 


Samuel Goldwyn, in a 
Johnston 


president of 
sociation of 


recommended 


regulations 
and 
dead 


and artistic endeavor and 


dent declared 
beginning, 
now, to lay a 
hand on creative 
done so.” 


tegrity. And they have not 


[An editorial by Martin Quigley 
on the Production Code con- 
troversy will be found on page 7.] 
like the 
is a living 


been 


Mr. Johnston said, “The Code, 
Constitution of the United States, 
document for living people. That has 
think, through the amend- 
interpretations, all 


demonstrated, | 
ments and the within 
the basic principles of the Code, that have 
been made since the Code’s adoption.” 
Mr. Goldwyn suggested that a meeting 
be called of “all the producers who are 
signatories to the Code to discuss the need 
for modernization of the Code and the 
manner in which it can best serve 
not only our industry but the public. I am 
| this a better 
and sounder Code and an end to the present 
to disregard 


this be 


S} ecific 


sure that out of would come 


movemen and nullify it. It 


t 

is vital that done before it is too 
Goldwyn said. 

letter, Mr. 


nce in and 


Goldwyn reaffirmed his 
support of the Code of 
“one of its 


whicl himself as 


he ( escribed 


Calls It “Essential” 
“I have never for a 

y belief—nor do I now—that the principle 

[ the Code is 
uur industry. 
seli-regulation that, as an industry, we can 
avoid the that lead to unbridled 


moment wavered in 
essential to the well being 
It is only through sound 


excesses 
censorship.” 
**Nevertheless,” he 
that in 
the Code’s ad ption, 


on. But the 


said, “‘we must realiz 


almost a quarter of a century since 
moved 
Today 


among 


the world has 
stood still. 
maturity 


Code has 


there is a tar greater 
that 
and this is true of the young people as 
of the older ones.” 

that audiences to- 


audiences there was 25 years ago— 
well as 

Mr. Goldwyn declared 
day realize what creative people always 
have known, “that drama is worthless unless 
it has integrity and resembles life. To por- 
tray life honestly on the screen requires a 
greater degree of latitude, within the bounds 
of decency, than exists under the Code. The 
time has come to recognize this fact.” 

He pointed out that there are many 


aspects of life that can not be portrayed on 
the screen and the Code seal must never 
serve as a license for filth or vulgarity or 
for the violation of the basic principles upon 
which it is founded. He also said the Code 
must not serve the purposes of pressure 
groups which have “a special prejudice” on 
particular matters. 

Mr. Goldwyn said that unless the Code 
is brought ‘reasonably up to date, the ten- 
dency to by-pass it, which has already be- 
gun, will increase.” 

“This,” he can 
which will do our industry a great deal of 
harm. | the Code continue as 
a respected guide of conduct which is ob- 


said, lead to “excesses 


want to see 


served, not disregarded, by picture makers. 
But to preserve it as such, we must bring 
it into harmony with the times.” 


Calls Principles “Unchanging” 


In his reply to Mr. Goldwyn, Mr. John- 
ston said, “It must be deeply gratifying to 
everyone who believes in the American 
motion picture to know of your reaffirma- 
tion of faith in the principles of the Produc- 
Code. These principles, rooted in the 
Commandments surely 
and moral 


tion 
Ten 
recognize, 


are, as you 


eternal unchanging 
verities. 


“You 


board of 


will recall, I am sure, that our 
this fall, also 
strongly and unequivocally reaffirmed its 
support of and faith in the Code. Members 
of our board feel that, in adhering to the 
Code, they are fulfilling a solemn and un- 
breakable obligation to the public to provide 
entertainment on the 


directors, meeting 


decent and moral 
screen.” 

Mr. Johnston pointed out that over the 
years regulations under the Code “have been 
amended as the necessity arose to meet new 
and changing conditions.” He said “This 
should be.” 

Concluding his letter, Mr. Johnston said 
to Mr. Goldwyn that he obviously has given 
“a good deal of study to the Code. It would 
be most helpful to us all if you would let 
me have your specific and detailed recom- 
mendations to bring the Code up to date, 
as you suggest. i think this should be a 
starter in consideration of the subject.” 


Agrees on Need of Code 
Johnston’s 


Mr. | letter, Mr. 
Goldwyn said Wednesday that he agreed on 
the necessity for the Code and added “that 


is as it 


Replying to 


is why I so firmly believe a reasoned reex- 
amination of the provisions of the Code, 
within the framework of its fundamental 
truths, is necessary at this time.” He added 
that he would “be very happy to present” his 
detailed recommendations as to changes in 
the Code at any meeting of producers which 
“you may call to discuss this important 
problem. I hope you will call such a meet- 
ing promptly.” 


COMPO Dues 
Collection Up 


The Council of Motion Picture Organiza- 
tions’ dues collection and its poll of Con- 
gressmen and Senators for their support of 
industry efforts to eliminate the Federal 
admissions tax have been moving along 
toward what are expected to be highly satis-: 
factory results. 

Robert Coyne, special counsel for 
COMPO, said in New York this week that 
while all tabulations in the dues drive have 
not been compiled, figures to date indicate 
that “we will be able to operate.” This 
means that COMPO will be able to carry 
with a comfortable margin. 
The dues started November 30 and 
ended December 7, with the intensive work 
carried out by regional chairmen. 

Mr. Coyne said that some areas had been 
slow in reporting on their activities, in 
soliciting Congressional opinion on the tax 
information gathered to 


efforts 


drive 


on its 


situation, but that 
date indicates a justified feeling of optimism 
on the final results. 

State and regional chairmen of COMPO 
have been contacting personally and by mail 
Congressional representatives in their re- 
spective areas under the direction of Pat 
McGee and Col. H. A. Cole, COMPO’s 
co-chairmen of the tax repeal committee, 
and Mr. Coyne. 


"French Line'’ Opens in 
St. Louis Without Seal 


RKO’s “The French Line” opened at the 
Fox theatre in St. Louis Tuesday without 
a Production Code Seal. The film, in 3-D, 
stars Jane Russell. Negotiations between 
RKO and the Production Code Administra- 
tion concerning revision of the film to con 
form with the were continuing at 
midweek. 

The immediate results of the opening were 
record crowds at the box office of the theatre 
and RKO, the distributor, a member of the 
Motion Picture Association of America and 
a signatory to the Production Code, making 
itself liable to a $25,000 fine by the Associa- 
tion for breach of its agreement not to dis- 
tribute a film lacking a seal from the Pro- 
duction Code Administration. 


Code 


Lea Suit Against Majors 
Is Formally Dismissed 


Leonard Lea’s three-year-old anti-trust 
suit against major distributors having been 
settled, the suit last was dismissed 
in Federal Court at Washington, by Judge 
Walter Bastian. Mr. Lea is an exhibitor 
at Danville, Va. He alleged his two houses 
were damaged by assigned clearance. The 
settlement involved payment of money to 
Mr. Lea on the day of dismissal, December 
23, after the settlement was formally an- 
nounced. The check having been handed 
to Mr. Lea, an Internal Revenue agent 
declared Mr. Lea owed back taxes and that 
the Government was attaching the check he 
had just received. 


week 
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EXHIBITOR’S XMAS TREE 


Holiday Week Finds a Big 
Package of Box Office 
Gross Tidily Wrapped 


Theatre grosses soared to new highs on 
the box office graph of the nation with the 
arrival of the Christmas holidays. Circuit 
representatives and theatre executives re- 
ported greater business this Christmas week- 
end than last year. 

Broadway in New York reflected the gen- 
eral business upswing, with Radio City 
Music Hall establishing a new high for a 
Saturday. Other key houses in New York 
showed exceptional vitality with such at- 
tractions as ‘‘Beneath the 12-Mile Reef,” 
“Miss Sadie Thompson,” “The Eddie Can- 
tor Story” and “King of the Khyber Rifles.” 


AB-Paramount Had 
High Level Grosses 


Among the circuits that reported a higher 
level of Christmas business this year were 
American Broadcasting-Paramount Thea- 
tres and the Stanley Warner circuit. RKO 
Theatres, which had “The Robe” opening 
Christmas Day, reported the circuit enjoyed 
a weekend record in the New 
York metropolitan area. It was learned from 
other quarters that “The Robe” had grossed 
$735,000 during the weekena in the 82 
neighborhood situations in the Metropolitan 
area, among which are 27 RKO houses. 

MGM’s “Knights of the Round Table” 
was reported to have garnered close to 
$250,000 in the first four days of seven 
Christmas Day openings and including the 
six days of the picture at the Egyptian thea- 
the in Los Angeles, marking record-breaking 
business. The film did a smash $45,700 in the 
first week in Los Angeles. 


box office 


For four days 
each, in the following cities, the picture 
grossed $19,405 in Atlanta: $27,150 in New 
Orleans ; $24,190 in Kansas City ; $35,210 in 
St. Louis; $33,401 in Cleveland; $27,640 in 
Detroit, and $34,700 in Pittsburgh. 

New York’s Radio City Music Hall, with 
“Easy to Love” on the screen and the an- 
nual Christmas show on the stage, was ex- 
pected at the beginning of the week to hit 
an enormous $181,000 in the fourth week. 
Lines of thousands covered more than four 
blocks daily. The Saturday business, which 
was $31,500, established a new Saturday 
record for the Hall. 


Broadway Houses Showed 
Box Office Power 


At the Roxy, a solid $130,000 was esti- 
mated for the second week of “Beneath the 
12-Mile Reef,” in CinemaScope. “Miss 
Sadie Thompson” in 3-D was expected to 
ring up nearly $100,000 for its first week 
at the Capitol, an outstanding gross. At the 
Paramount a fine $86,000 was indicated for 
the first week of “The Eddie Cantor Story.” 
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GROSSES JOYOUS IN 
GREAT BRITAIN TOO 


LONDON: Britain's cinemas Monday 
enjoyed their most fabulous day in 
years. London's West End piled up 
dizzy grosses. "The Robe" at the 
Odeon in its sixth week grossed 
£1,385 to mark the theatre's second 
biggest gross, excelled only the first 
Saturday of "The Robe" run. Other 
West End houses shared the glad har- 
vest, notably Metro's Empire with 
"All the Brothers Were Valiant." 
Rank's Haymarket Gaumont playing 
"Kidnappers"” did SRO business. A 
midnight roundup of suburban houses 
revealed similar record-making marks. 





Another CinemaScope production, “King of 
the Khyber Rifles,” at the Rivoli was gross- 
ing a resounding $75,000 for the first week. 

“How to Marry a Millionaire” in Cine- 
maScope ended its run at Loew’s State Sun- 
day with $25,000 for the last six days of 
its seven-week run. The same picture at the 
Globe was expected to do a good $22,000, 
and was continuing there. “This Is Cine- 
rama’ was expected to do $65,000 for the 
30th week with extra performances slated 
for the holidays. 

A good $35,000 was indicated for the first 
week of “Here Come the Girls” at the May- 
fair and “Cease Fire!’’ was expected to hit 
$15,000 for its fifth week windup at the 
Criterion. 

Many off-Broadway first run houses also 
enjoyed good business. 

William W. Howard, vice-president of 
RKO Theatres, commenting on “The Robe,” 
said that during its first three-day showing 
it broke all weekend records of the circuit 
for the last five years. 


Christmas Weekend Was 
Among Best Ever 


Edward L. Hyman, vice-president of 
American Broadcasting-Paramount Thea- 
tres, said that business Christmas weekend 
was higher in AB-PT theatres than the 
holiday business done last year. He pointed 
out that this was true for the circuit despite 
the ‘““Bwana Devil” grosses last year, which 
swelled the business done in the 
Texas and southwest affiliates. 

From a Stanley Warner spokesman came 
the report that grosses during the weekend 
were ‘‘much better than last year.” 

A Loew’s official commenting on week- 
end business, said that Loew’s neighborhood 
houses did “very well,’ about the same as 
last year. He saw an upsurge later in the 
week with “From Here to Eternity” open- 
ing in Loew’s metropolitan situations. 

“Lure of the Sila,’ an IFE release, was 


circuit's 





expected to hit a big $12,000 for tl 
week at the New York theatre following a 
three-day record gross of $6,475. 

In Chicago the first runs snapped out of 
their pre-holiday slump with several new 
bills opening and 
bouncing up from the previous week’s fig- 


e first 


well some holdovers 


ures. Among the newcomers, “Kiss Me, 
Kate,” topped $60,000 at the Chicago. 


head 
Was head 


“Walking My Baby Back Home” 
ing for a strong $20,000 plus at the United 
Artists ; 
opening week of “Martin Luther” at th 
Loop with a fine $22,000 expected. “Here 
Come the Girls” and “Those Redheads from 
$30,000 at the Mc 


“The Living Desert” bettered the 


Seattle” went over 
Vickers; “Easy to Love” turned in a good 
$16,000 at the RKO Grand and “Anna 


purna” lifted the Surf to a strong figure 01 
$6,308. 

The top holdovers are “This Is Cinerama”’ 
$31,000 at the P 


] : 
week alace, 


winding up a 


but expecting to go higher during the week 
in which nine extra performances wert 
scheduled. “The Robe,” back ovet1 $30,000 


in its 14th week at the State Lake; “How 
to Marry a Millionaire,” also still topping 
$36,000 at the Oriental and “The Captain’s 
Paradise” holding steady with $3,500 at th 
Ziegfeld in its ninth week.” 


U-] Holds Promotion Talks 
On "Glenn Miller Story" 


Universal Pictures field exploitation pet 
sonnel met in New York Tuesday and Wed 
nesday for a series of promotion conferences 
on “The Glenn Miller Story” under the di 
rection of Charles Simonelli, the company’ 
eastern advertising and publicity manager. 


On the agenda are the key city tour of 


James Stewart; the Clarinda, Iowa, obset 


vance of “Glenn Miller Day,” and the film’s 
world premiere January 19 at the Miami, 
Carib and Miracle theatres in Miami. The 
film will open in mid-February at the 


Capitol theatre, New York, and will be re 
leased nationally on Febrary 22, Washing- 
ton’s Birthday. 


Allied Artists Prepares 

"Riot" Saturation Dates 
Saturation bookings in New 

Allied Artists’ “Riot in Cell Block 11” 

will begin with openings February 25 at 

the Paramount and Fenway theatres, Boston. 

They will coincide with other openings in 

the area, and be preceded by heavy televi 

Terry Turner 


England of 


sion and radio campaigns. 
of General Teleradio, Inc., has been retained 
by the company to prepare the radio trans 
cripts and television films which will sup 
plement newspaper advertising. Harry 
Goldstein, Allied Artists eastern publicity 
manager, will go to Boston shortly for the 
exploitation campaign. 














Ter wy Lacmesaye Says 








HOT STATIC IN 
COLOR TV 


THERE'S fur and feathers in the air over 

compatible’ color television. It is fun to 
have glimpses of it in the paid public utter- 
ances, and to observe some of it from other 
points of vantage. It is the big techno- 
logical whodunit of the period. There are 
fighting words in it. And how we all like 
especially in such a big arena. 

To the corners: 

Friday, December |8—Full page adver- 
tisements in New York's big papers pro- 
claimed in studhorse headline: “RCA Wins 
Fight for Compatible Color Television; 
FCC Decision Benefits Public and Tele- 
vision Industry—-RCA-NBC Pioneer a New 
Era in Television. . . .' RCA’s advertising, 
of course. 

Wednesday, December 23—Full page 
advertisement, signed by Philco Corpora- 
Philadelphia, proclaimed in bel- 
igerent type: "Facts the American People 
Should Know About Color Television’ and 

discussion of its standards as approved by 
the FCC. ‘They are not the work of any 
one company." And thence on to a 
quote from the FCC, "a tribute to the skill 
and ingenuity of the electronics industry. 

There are interesting details, of 
varying degrees of significance. It was clear 
enough the Radio Corporation of America 
was taking over with an advertising bow 
the credit for compatible color television. 
There was a casual phrase: ‘RCA has fur- 
nished competing manufacturers with cir- 
cuit diagrams and technical information 
which enable them to manufacture color 
receivers and tri-color tubes... ."' That's 
for the anti-trust sensitivity. There is further 
a probable notion that the farther and 
faster the color development comes the 
better for RCA and its marketing in its 
position of aggressive dominance. 

The initial break of proclamation was in- 
evitably in the nature of a flourish of 
personal triumph for David Sarnoff, inde- 
fatigable for years in his persistent and 
lavish support of the RCA research and 
policies. For several years the pressures 
and suggestions of that program have been 
manifest to interior observers at every con- 
vention or event which RCA could reach 
directly or indirectly. Many a speaker was 
planted, many others were briefed. The 
RCA splash page was decorated with a 
modestly sized picture of Mr. Sarnoff, top 
left. Uniquely, and curiously, for the first 


a '‘clem, 


tion of 


some 


time in official copy, and on this august 
occasion he was named and signed just 
David Sarnoff, with no inclusion of that 
Brigadier General title, with which he has 
seemed so pleased. This contributed to the 
dignity of the document. 

The Philco advertisement recorded: 
Here are the names of some of the or- 
ganizations whose combined knowledge 
and strength are responsible for the sys- 
tem that won final F.C.C. approval." The 
listing, running to some forty-odd names, 
alphabetically from Admiral to Zenith, 
named such as Dupont, Dumont, Eastman 
Kodak, General Electric, General Analine, 
Technicolor and Westinghouse. In that list- 
ing Philco came in thirtieth position and 
RCA thirty-third. 

Philco was emphatic that the standards 
now approved were those recommended 
by the National Television Systems Com- 
mittee in July. “You will understand that 
much work still remains to be done, and 
color receivers will not be available in 
quantity for a long time. In the face of 
the popular figures of a fourteen-inch "'pic- 
ture size'’ Philco says: At present the in- 
dustry has developed only small screen 
color tubes with approximately |1!/5-inch 
viewing screens, giving only 89 square 
inches of picture. Contrast this with 
today's 21-inch black and white set with an 
approximate 250 square inch picture. 

There are said to be about 85 competing 
set makers and 70 tube makers in operation 
today. 

From RCA's figures one gathers that the 
corporation spent fifty million dollars de- 
livering television, and now, on top that 
twenty-five millions more in pursuit of color. 
No doubt they intend to get it back. 


r~ 2m Mme 


STILL WORKING—Amid the racing de- 
velopments of the day and sitting at the 
center of the maelstrom of change, we can 
easily forget what a backlog treasure of 
entertainment reposes in films still in in- 
ventory. In mid-August "Lives of a Ben- 
gal Lancer"'—and a very good picture, too 
—played the Odeon in Cardiff, Wales. It 
was promoted with a street parade and 
with local acclaim and all the success of 
a new production. Way back yonder in 
the "program" days before radio, fan 
press, television and such, we rated pic- 
tures first run, regardless of age, until they 
had played the town. 








Fox to Aid 
Theatres on 
CinemaScope 


Mobilization of division and branch man- 
agers, salesmen, field exploitation represen- 
tatives and home executives in a 
program designed to aid exhibitors in the 
proper presentation of CinemaScope pictures 
has been announced by 20th Century-Fox. 

Executives and representatives of the 
company will make theatre visits 
to see CinemaScope shows, and confer with 
managers on ways and means of maintain- 
ing at highest quality level performances 
of films lensed in the new medium. 

Information regarding latest scientific de- 
velopments regarding CinemaScope, 
stereophonic 


office 


peric dic 


screens, 
sound, and suggestions for 
better programming will be discussed at these 
meetings. Among the 
will be 


technical subjects to 
be stressed proper illimination of 
the theatre auditoriums in connection with 
the vaster screen and greater amount of light 
being CinemaScope; proper 
presentation of CinemaScope to new audi- 
ences via the company’s progress reports 
and special introductory messages; also the 
maintenance of natural sound levels to pre- 
sent four-track magnetic stereophonic sound 
at its best, the company said. 


reflected via 


Maryland Lifts Ban on 
"The Captain's Paradise" 


United Artists’ “The Captain’s Paradise” 
has been licensed by the Maryland State 
3oard of Censors, November 23 
had refused the approval seal. The board 
based its reversal on Baltimore City Court 
Judge Herman M. ruling on the 
board’s ban of “The Moon is Blue.” The 
Judge said the censors were “arbitrary and 
capricious.” The said continuance 
of the ban on the first named picture would 
probably find the case in court. 


which on 
Moser’s 
censors 


"Captain" Gets Seal 
HOLLYWOOD: A Production Code seal 
has been issued to “The Captain’s Paradise,” 
London Films’ production, distributed in the 
U. S. by United Artists, following revisions 
in the film suggested by the Production Code 
Administration, 


Monogram International 
Also Changes Name 


Effective January 2, Monogram Inter- 
national Corporation was to begin function- 
ing under its new name of Allied Artists 
International Corporation, Norton V. Rit- 
chey, president of the Allied Artists foreign 
subsidiary, announced. “It is appropriate,” 
Mr. Ritchey said, “that this change be 
made at the start of a New Year—a time 
of fresh endeavors and new beginnings; a 
time also when Allied Artists is forging 
ahead as never before, filming in all media 
with streets on bigger properties, bigger 
and bigger box office.” 


stars 
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by WILLIAM R. WEAVER 
Hollywood Editor 


ON ACCOUNT of an eligibility rule im- 
pesed by the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences, to the effect that a 
picture must have been exhibited publicly 
and under paid-admittance conditions within 
the corporate Los Angeles and 
within the calendar year if it is to be con- 
sidered a candidate for Academy Award-ing, 


limits of 


it is a local custom for producers to press 
for bookings of their proudest works around 
this time of year. 

Some years this has worked out somewhat 
sadly for local exhibitors, and their cus- 
tomers, when the art-y section—producers, 
writers, directors too—has been having its 
way so undisputedly that the local scene has 
wound up the year with a wide variety of 
artistic achievements on display before a 
happily un-artistic multitude of plain people 
looking for a good movie instead. Holidays 
were dull days here in those years. 


Situation This Year 
Is Very Different 


But this year is different. The arty-y sec- 
tion has been in the dog house this past 
twelvemonth—two that 
matter—and everybody’s been making pic- 


twelvemonths, for 


tures conceived, designed and executed for 
the plain purpose of entertaining people and 
making money. So this year the proudest 
works of the producers who, with undimin- 
ished vim, have pressed for holiday book- 
are not only very proud works indeed, 
And this 
year, happily for both the un-artistic and the 
artistic customers, and ditto exhibitors, the 
business (over the first long weekend, this 


ings, 


but very profitable works also. 


is) has beaten every year’s since early post- 
war. 

Here is some of the product, not all of it 
pointed at Academy consideration, on which 
the population hereabouts feasted and, in 
most cases, is feasting still: 

“Knights of the Round Table,’ MGM’s 
first production in CinemaScope, is making 
Hollywood 
toric, but 
theatre ; 


List Others That 
Are Prospering 


3oulevard history at the his- 


muchly modernized, Egyptian 


A short walk up the street, at the Chinese, 
and also at the Los Angeles in the down- 
town area, Twentieth-Century-Fox’s “Be- 
neath the 12-Mile Reef” is prospering hand- 
somely ; 

In midtown the Fox Wilshire likewise is 
coining money with another film in Cinema- 
Scope, the long-running “How to Marry a 
Millionaire,” with no end of a run in sight; 

On the 3-D front the Wayne-Fellows 


24 


production of “Hondo,” a Warner release, 
has the turnstiles spir-ning at the two Para- 
mounts, the Hollywood and the downtown 
bearers of the name, and a new chapter is 
being written into the book of “Whither— 
and Whether—3-D Now?” Other chapters 
are being inscribed by “Kiss Me Kate” and 
“Miss Sadie Thompson,” each of which is 
playing in two theatres, and doing very 
nicely, thank you. 


Other Features Also 
Doing Lusty Business 

Other features doing a thriving business 
are “Julius Caesar,” which perhaps could be 
described as more artistic than commercial 
if it were not for that dozen of 
marquee names in the cast; “The Living 
Desert,” living its second lusty week at the 
not outrightly artistic Fine Arts, “Act of 
another single booking, and ‘Here 
Come the Girls,” playing upwards of a dozen 
theatres on its second local round. 

That’s the way the holiday product on 
display here is averaging out. Which is not 
to say, of course, that any of these pictures 
are of necessity going to win any Academy 
Awards. 
the year’s most challenging attractions were 
given their Los Angeles runs a good while 
back, as the calendar flies. Some of those 


baker’s 


Le ve,” 


On the contrary, a good many of 


which have been highly regarded by the 
professionals who do the Academy voting, 
and by the non-professionals who cast their 
votes in coin of the realm in exchange for 
admittance tickets, are: 

“Shane,” the George Stevens production 
for Paramount which, in many opinions, 
told the whole story of the West as fully 
as it need ever be told; 

“War of the Worlds,” the brilliant George 
Pal materialization of H. G. Wells’ ever- 
fresh account of inter-stellar conquest ; 


“Queen Is Crowned” 
Popular Documentary 


“The Robe,” the 20th-Fox picturization of 
Lloyd C. Douglas’ tremendous book for in- 
troduction oj the tremendous 
CinemaScope process; 

“A Queen Is Crowned,” easily the most 
popular documentary (or newsfilm) ever re- 


company’s 


leased ; 

“Lili,” to many the most delightful ex- 
perience in a rich season; 

“From Here to Eternity,” the box office 
record-breaker ; and— 

Your favorite picture, whatever it may be. 

The list of titles submitted to the mem- 
bers of the Academy at voting time—with 
no purpose save to notify that the pictures 
on this list qualify for voting so far as the 
fact of their having been exhibited properly 
within the prescribed time and territory is 
concerned—usually runs between 300 and 


THIS WEEK IN 
PRODUCTION: 


COMPLETED (3) 
INDEPENDENT 
Tender Hearts (Haas) 





REPUBLIC 
Hot Heiress 
Shanghai Story 


SHOOTING (15) 

MGM 

Prisoner of War 
(Ansco Color) 

Briaadoon (Cinema 
Scope: Ansco Color) 

Student Prince (Cinema- 
Scope: Ansco Color) 

Bride for Seven Brothers 
{(CinemaScope; East 


man olor) 
PARAMOUNT 
Conquest of Space 
(Technicolor) 
Rear Window 
color) 
RKO 
Big Rainb 


CO 
Cc 


Story 


WARNER 

Talisman (CinemaScope; 
WarnerColor) 

Ring of Fear (Wayne- 

Fellow Cinema- 

Scope; WarnerColor) 


Lucky Me (Cinema- 
Scope; WarnerColor) 
Born (Cinema- 

W arnerColor) 


(Techni- 


nd Mighty 

- Fellows; 
U-l inemaSc >> War 
Black Shield of Falworth 


400. This year it will run nearer the former 
figure than the latter. But the Academy 
member’s voting will be a complicated pro- 
cedure this time, for two principal reasons. 
First, the year has witnessed release of more 
high-quality pictures than last year. Second, 
they weren't all alike, dimensionally, and in 
some degree that has to mean they were not 
all strictly comparable objects. 

Up to this late hour in an expiring year 
the Academy has not divided up the pictures 
as to dimensions, in the way it divides them 
into “color” and “black and white” for the 
purposes of awardings in several divisions— 
photograph, art direction, etc-—and there 
has been no public discussion of doing so. 
Yet it is quite as difficult to say with finality 
that a certain picture in 3-D is better than 
another in CinemaScope, for instance, as it 
is to argue that a cinematographer who shot 
his picture in Technicolor, for another in- 
stance, did a better job than one who shot 
his picture in black and white. 


A Big Problem 
Faces Academy 


Now the Academy, in its 25 illustrious 
years of earnest endeavor and complete 
dedication to the advancement of the motion 
picture art and science, has run the count 
of its regular awards up to the neighborhood 
of 30 or so. And if it elects to split up the 
1953 product along dimensional lines it will 
need to double, perhaps treble, that number. 
This is a frightening prospect, and hedged 
around with more thorns than meets the 
casual eye. But it is also a big and proper 
problem—big and proper enough to engage 
the Academy Board of Governors very 
earnestly for a good way into the Happy 
New Year. 
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A LIVELY, ANAMORPHIC 


ASPECT YEAR WAS 1933 


by VINCENT CANBY 

As 1953 drew to a close, it was quite evi- 
dent that it had been a year dominated by 
the new screen techniques. The evidences 
were diverse and conclusive: 


@ Sophie Tucker, celebrating her 
50th year in show business, added to 
her repertoire a number entitled 
‘I’m A 3-D Mama With A Big 
Wide Screen.” Miss Tucker, who 
was not born yesterday, knows a 
trend when she sees one. 


@ Moody’s Investors Service, an au- 
gust financial house of Wall Street, 
in its year-end survey, placed mo- 
tion picture company stocks among 
“groups in most favorable position,” 
noting that the “industry is still feel- 
ing the impact of television and ad- 
justing itself to new techniques de- 
signed to lure customers. The stocks 
advanced spectacularly in the last 
weeks, with 20th-Fox and Universal 
common on Monday hitting the 
year’s peaks. At the same time, 
Moody’s placed television and radio 
stocks among “groups in least fa- 
vorable position.” Enough said. 


Today’s oaks are, of course, yesterday’s 
acorns. In the case of new techniques, the 
acorns were two, both sown in the last days 
of 1952: the September opening of “This Is 
Cinerama” in New York and the Los An- 
geles opening in September of Arch Oboler’s 
3-D “Bwana Devil.” In the ensuing 12- 
month no less than 35 3-D films were made 
and this week exhibitors had available for 
holiday showings no less than five top- 
budget CinemaScope features. 

Television ad men, too, have jumped on 
the band wagon. They now are pushing the 
27-inch screen for its glorious “panoramic” 
qualities. The new screen in New York’s 
Music Hall is 70 feet wide and 28 feet tall. 

Although 1953 was not marked by deci- 
sive action in the field of trade practice har- 
mony, the year did see corporation history 
made, by S. H. Fabian, 20th Century-Fox, 
American Broadcasting-Paramount Theatres 
and RKO Radio. These involved large and 
optimistic stock purchases, a merger of ex- 
hibition and television interests and a vic- 
tory by 20th-Fox veterans in a proxy battle 
with a stockholder. 


Industry Cooperated 
In Tax Campaign 


The year also saw an example of unpar- 
alleled industry cooperation in the heart- 
breaking drive for repeal of the Federal 
admissions tax, a drive marked by unhoped 
for success until President Eisenhower’s last 
minute veto of the Mason bill August 6. 
The drive, however, gave COMPO its spurs 
and promise of favorabel action in 1954. 
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"SCREEN TECHNIQUES" 
VITAL CONTRIBUTION 
Marking 1953 as the year of prog- 
ress in film production and projection 
systems was the publication of "New 
Screen Techniques," a volume of 26 
articles by industry leaders edited by 
Martin Quigley, Jr. Enthusiastic reac- 
tion to the volume is still coming in 
from all quarters. The December issue 
of the "American Cinematographer" 
calls it a clear, concise, profusely il- 
lustrated guide" while the December 
issue of the “Journal of Franklin In- 
stitute" suggests that "those who wish 
a factual and impartial presentation 
of this new art form would do well to 
read this book." In Australia, ‘Film 
Weekly” in its December 10 issue, 
editorialized that the volume "will 
help managers to tell the story of 
new dimensions, and get their facts 
right . . . too many know too little 
of what they are talking. And it is 
time to get on your feet and talk." 





High-grossing pictures this year broke all 
previous records. Strong managers grew 
weak in anticipation, reading the reports on 
“The Robe,” “House of Wax” and “From 
Here to Eternity,” to name a few. Adolph 
Zukor, at 80, issued a book of reminiscences 
and travelled the world to receive tribute on 
his Golden Jubilee. Marilyn Monroe, hav- 
ing started as a press agent’s dream, became 
an institution. The year has been a calendar 
of events to remember. 

As 1953 got under way, talk of new tech- 
niques revolved principally around a third 
dimension. In January, Spyros P. Skouras 
of 20th-Fox had just returned from a global 
trip and was synthesizing all he had seen. 
On February 1, however, he dropped his 
anamorphic bombshell. Within 
weeks the process, originally called by the 
tongue-twisting name of ‘“Anamorphosis” 
by its inventor, Professor Henri Chretien 
of Paris, was renamed CinemaScope and 
“The Robe” was before the cameras. 

The climax of the first stages of the great 


several 


endeavor came September 16 when ‘The 
Robe” received its world premiere at New 
York’s Roxy theatre. Intervening were 


CinemaScope demonstrations throughout 
the world,.one of the greatest re-tooling 
programs ever undertaken by the industry, 
as well as one of the greatest gambles. The 
announcement by 20th-Fox in March that 
it was converting to an all-CinemaScope 
policy, implemented by a $35,000,000 pro- 
duction program, was shortly followed by 
scheduling of CinemaScope productions by 
MGM, Columbia, Allied Artists, Universal 
and various others. 


The Brothers Warner, who had been true 
3-D’s greatest boosters, in July announced 
WarnerSu 
perScope, later shortened to WarnerScope, 
and still later abandoned in favor of Cine- 
maScope and standardization. At 


their own anamorphic process, 


; 
year end, 
rivaled 


the Warner CinemaScope program 
that of 20th-Fox. 


3-D and Aspect Ratio Talk 
Starred Early in Year 


Concurrent with all this, of course, was 
the activity in the 3-D field and the begin- 
nings of the battle of the aspect ratios. By 
February of the year, there were three 3-D 
programs playing simultaneous engagements 
on Broadway. included 
Devil,” the British-made Stereo-Techniques 
shorts and a 
Triorama. 


These “Bwana 


30lex-Stereo program called 
Columbia won the major studio 
race to see which would be the first to place 
its own stereo film in a Broadway showcase. 
It’s “Man in the Dark” opened April 8 at 
the Globe, followed two days later by War- 
Wax” at the 
the latter being the first of the new type 
films to be released with stereophonic sound. 
The 3-D films 
grosses, but they declined in favor as a num- 
ber of undisguised “quickies” went into cir- 
culation. It wasn’t until the end of the year, 
with the improvement of the 
viewers and release of quality product 
(“Kiss Me, Kate,” “Hondo,” “Cease Fire!” 
“Miss Sadie Thompson”) that 3-D could 
be said to be approaching maturity 
The hubbub caused by all the 3-D 
CinemaScope talk led to open and healthy 
discussion about the standard 
screen’s dimensions. Seeking ways to 
a new look to the backlog of conventional 


ners’ “House of Paramount, 


early made fabulous 


polarizing 


and 


so-called 
give 
product, studio technicians began masking 
the aperture plate and coming up with new 
aspect ratios which they urged on exhibitors. 
Paramount and Republic backed the 1.66 to 
1 ratio; MGM the 1.75 to 1 ratio and Col- 
umbia and Universal the 1.85 to 1 ratio. The 
end effect was often more footless and top- 


of-the-headless than panoramic, but it did 
serve to get more new screens into more 
theatres than had been installed in years. 


Formed Magna to Produce 
Films on 65mm Stock 


In work, too, were other innovations. In 
March Joseph M. Schenck and Michael Todd 
announced the formation of the Magna Cor- 
poration to make films on 65mm stock. Car] 
Dudley in June announced the availability 
of Vistarama, an anamorphic process similar 
to CinemaScope. By the end of the year, 
at least two one-strip 3-D systems were in 
the immediate offing, Matthew Fox’s Morop- 
ticon and the Nord system. 

The exhibitors, as usual, took all this in 


(Continued on following page) 











NORWALK CITIZENS REOPEN 
THEATRE CLOSED 3 YEARS 


Reopening of the Norwalk theatre, Nor- 
walk, Conn., was a local event of import- 
ance and also attracted some national 
comment, as an indication of community 
interest in the theatre as an_ institution. 
Citizens from all types of endeavor, and 
in some instances representing business in- 
terests determined to maintain and im- 
prove local property standards, worked on 
the project voluntarily. 

The house had been dark three years. In 
reopening it, Norman Bialek, manager, had 
the help not only of citizens but also of 
the Motion Picture Association of Amer- 
ica, and MGM, which was pleased to have 
the Connecticut premiere of "Easy to 


Love" in the "new" house. Hollywood per- 
sonalities who graced the evening, Satur- 
day, December 26, were director Robert 
Rossen and Paramount star Pat Crowley. 
Many of the best known citizens and offi- 
cials of Norwalk also turned out. 

In the top picture, above, some of the 
planners are shown. They are Howard Hall, 
of the local lighting company; Mr. Bialek; 
Dr. Harry H. Heffernan, dentist, a main- 
spring of citizen cooperation; Abner Sibal, 
attorney, and Phillip Young, banker. Be- 
low, on the "reopening night", Mr. Bialek, 
at the right, is shown with some guests: 
Robert C. Spodick, Philip Gravitz and 
Leonard Sampson, MGM, and Mr. Rossen. 





Two Buffalo Actions 
Postponed by Court 


BUFFALO: The suit of the Martina Corp., 
of Albion, N. \ 14 distributors 


and exhibitors and three individuals, again 


against 


has been postponed, this time to January 
18. The corporation seeks treble damages 
against the defendants, charging they are 
acting in restraint of trade. The postpone- 
ment was agreed to by Judge John Knight, 


26 


in Buffalo Federal Court. The Schine Cir- 
cuit divestiture hearing, which has been 
scheduled for trial before Judge Knight, also 


has again been postponed to January 25. 


Percy R. Doe Dies 

ARCADIA, NEB.: Percy E. Doe, 74, 
owner of the Arcadia theatre for nearly 30 
years before his retirement several years 
ago, died here December 27 after a long 


illness. Survivors are his widow and a son. 


~ A LIVELY YEAR 





(Continued from preceding page) 
stride, converting first to two-projector 
3-D, thence to CinemaScope and stereophonic 
sound, and even finding time for an increas- 
ing number of theatre TV programs. 

All hope of arbitration was pretty well 
scuttled for the year when Allied in Janu- 
ary turned down the distributors’ draft at 
the association’s Chicago convention. Senate 
Small Business Committee hearings on trade 
practices recessed in the summer, having 
and later recommended arbitration. 


Grainger Became Head 
Of RKO Pictures 


The corporation news was made by James 
R. Grainger, who in February became presi- 
dent of RKO Pictures, following Howard 
Hughes’ reassumption of the company’s 
stock sold earlier to a phalanx working out 
of Chicago. Also in February, the Federal 
Communications Commission approved the 
merger of the American Broadcasting Com- 
pany and United Paramount Theatres, which 
became American Broadcasting-Paramount 
Theatres under the leadership of the indus- 
try’s own Leonard Goldenson. 

The following month Warner 
Pictures and the company’s theatre inter- 
ests were divorced, with the brothers’ 24 
per cent stock interest in the latter firm go- 
ing to S. H. Fabian of Fabian Enterprises 
for an undisclosed price. Four months later, 
in July, the thriving new theatre company 
took exhibition and production 
rights for Cinerama. By the end of the year 
a second Cinerama feature was in produc- 
tion and the had_ been 
opened—and was still playing—in Detroit, 
Los Angeles, Chicago, Boston, Philadelphia, 
Washington and Pittsburgh. 

The year-end saw another spectacular re- 
affirmation of faith in the industry when a 
group headed by Albert List and David J. 
Greene bought up Howard Hughes’ 929,020 
shares in RKO Theatres Corporation, con- 
trolling some 90 theatres. The purchase, 
consummated in the second week of Novem- 
ber, involved upwards of $3,370,000 in cash 
and the transfer of a large block of RKO 
pictures’ stock for theatre company shares. 


Color TV and Telemeter 
Coming Up in 1954 


Brothers 


over all 


original program 


While the year came to an end with new 
techniques bursting out all over the nation’s 
screens, exhibitors were keeping their eyes 
on new competitive forces scheduled to play 
part in the entertainment 
scheme of things in 1954: color television 


TV. There 


an increasing 


seemed to 
color TV, a 
had been ap- 
Communications 


and 
be no 


pay-as-you-go 
immediate fear that 
compatible system which 
proved by the Federal 
Commission in December, would comprise 
any new or particularly stiff competition. It 
still is mighty expensive, for small sized 
screens, in limited quantities of production. 
Pay-as-you-go TV was demonstrated in 
Palm Springs by Paramount’s Telemeter 
Corporation. Results and reactions 
being studied by all concerned. 


were 
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*“Kternity”’ 
N.Y. Crities 
Best Film 


Columbia’s “From Here to Eternity” was 
the best picture of 1953, the New York Film 
Critics voted last week. The group, com- 
prising film writers and editors of major 
New York newspapers, also cited Fred Zin- 
nemann, director of that picture, as the best 
director of the year; Burt Lancaster, also 
in the picture, as the best actor, and Audrey 
Hepburn as the best actress, for her role 
in ‘Roman Holiday.” 

Other “candidates” in these categories, 
the newspaper writers said, were “Conquest 
of Everest”, “The Robe”, “Roman Holiday” 
and “Moulin Rouge”; George Stevens, 
Joseph Mankiewicz, William Wyler, and 
John Huston; William Holden, Spencer 
Tracy, John Gielgud, and James Mason; 
and Ava Gardner, Anna Magnani, Jean 
Simmons, Leslie Caron, and Colette Mar- 
chand. 

The critics also declared “Justice Is 
Done” was the best foreign film of the 
year; and they cited specially “A Queen Is 
Crowned” and “Conquest of Everest.” Both 
are in color. 


Dozen Big Openings 
Set for "Cease Fire!" 


A dozen gala military-style openings have 
been scheduled for the Paramount-Hal Wal- 
lis film of the Korean war, “Cease Fire!” 
in six cities during the first five weeks of 
the new year. 

Each local opening will be patterned after 
the arc-lighted Army-sponsored world pre- 
miere at New York’s Criterion theatre 
November 24 and coast premiere at the 
St. Francis theatre, San Francisco, Decem- 
ber 22. 

The Paramount theatre in Newark, N. J., 
January 1 will lead off the openings. Then 
on January 13 seven key Los Angeles first- 
runs will open the picture. The following 
day, January 14, the picture will open at 
the Ontario theatre, Washington, D. C. The 
Metropolitan theatre, Boston, will open the 
film with military trimmings January 15, 
and on either that day or January 22 it will 
make its bow at the Stanley theatre, Phila- 
delphia. On February 4 “Cease Fire!” will 
have an Army-sponsored opening at the 
Palm State theatre, Detroit. 


RKO Signs Deal for Release 


Of Stillman's "Americano" 

RKO Radio Pictures this week announced 
the signing of a distribution deal with Rob- 
ert Stillman Productions for the release of 
“The Americano.” The film, which has a 
Brazilian background, stars Glenn Ford, 
Arthur Kennedy, Ursula Thiess and Cesar 
Romero. It is the fifth independent film in 
as many weeks to be placed on RKO’s 1954 
agenda. 
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Massachusetts Circuit Head 
Shares with Employees 


Samuel Goldstein, president of Western 
Massachusetts Theatres, Inc., Springfield, 
announced last week he is giving part of 
his organization to between 15 and 20 of 
his top employees. Word of his plans accom- 
panied the announcement that his 226 em- 
ployees were receiving Christmas bonuses 
ranging from $100 to $800, depending on 
length of service. Under the reorganization, 
Western Massachusetts Theatres will serve 
as a holding company, owning the 15 thea- 
tres involved. He will head this firm. Thea- 
tre Managers, Inc., will be the name of the 
company which will operate the theatres and 
stock in this firm will be held by 15 or so 
administrators, or former employees of Mr. 
Goldstein. 


Decca to Buy 
“°° Stock 


WASHINGTON: Decca Records has noti- 
fied the Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion that it proposes to increase its holdings 
of Universal Pictures common stock. 

Decca filed a registration statement with 
the Commission to increase its own out- 
standing capital stock to offer to Universal 
stockholders Decca stock in exchange for 
their Universal stock. The Decca statement 
sought registration of 145,842 shares of 50 
cents par value capital stock, “to be issued 
only in exchange for shares of $1 common 
stock of Universal Pictures Co., Inc.” The 
ratio of exchange is to be filed later. 

According to the prospectus, Decca now 
owns 600,075 shares of the outstanding 
Universal stock. Issuance of the additional 
145,842 shares of Decca capital stock would 
increase its outstanding stock to 1,500,000 
shares. 

Decca declared the ratio of exchange 
would be determined by Decca’s board of 
directors some time in January, upon the 
basis of the earning records of the two com- 
panies, the dividends paid, the book value, 
the market history, the prospective earnings 
of the two companies, and other similar 
matters. 


Columbia Buys "Joseph 
And His Brethren" 


“Joseph and His Brethren” a Biblical 
classic, has been acquired by Cclumbia Pic- 
tures from Louis B. Mayer. It will be 
made in 1954 and according to Columbia 
president Harry Cohn will be one of the 
most important and costly productions the 
company has attempted. The screenplay, 
by John Lee Mahin, will be made by execu- 
tive producer Jerry Wald and directed by 
William Dieterle. It will be in color by 
Technicolor, and be made on ‘ocations in 
Europe, and the Holy Land, and in Holly- 
wood. Mr. Mayer is said to be pleased at 
the eventuation. He originally acquired 
and prepared the story. He will have an 
interest in the production, Columbia said. 





Loew Single 
Track Sound 
Is Explained 


‘national 

















































LONDON: Details of Loew’s Int 
Corporation’s new single optical track ster 
eophonic sound system were discussed her 
by Arthur M. Loew, president. The 
called Perspect-A-Sound, will be used first 
with British and Continental 
“Knights of the Round Table,” MGM’s first 
production in CinemaScope which will have 
its overseas premiere at the Empire in 
London time in February. 

Sound from the single optical track, said 
Mr. Loew, “is distributed through the cente1 
and side screen horns by means of a small 


system 


prints Ol 


some 


piece of equipment in the projection booth. x 
There is no necessity to make any changes 
in the standard projection sound heads.” 

“Tt'.26 simple ad foolproof,” he continued. 
“From the renters’ point of view, it makes 
stereophonic sound an and less ex 
For the exhibitors it 
sound, with 


easier 
pensive process. has 
all the advantages of the new 
none of the difficulties.” 

He said, in effect, that it was an all 
purpose system since theatres not equipped 
run the 


for stereophonic reproduction can 


sound through their single horns without 
any adjustments. 

A trade demonstration of 
expected to be held at the Empire some 
time early in January, followed by demon- 
stration in other European countries. For 


U. S. engagements, prints of “Knights” ar¢ 


the device is 


equipped with the four-track magnetic sound 
which 20th-Fox is using with all its Cinema 
Scope features. 


Chicago Tribune Lists 
° 

Neighborhood Films 

CHICAGO: Regular editorial coverage of 
motion pictures shown at neighborhood thea- 
tres was begun by the “Chicago Tribune “ 
recently, as a weekly feature of the paper 
The neighborhood film column, consisting of 
a brief comment about the stars and themes 
of films scheduled throughout tl 
area that weekend, is to appear on the same 


ie Chicago 
page with neighborhood theatre advertise 
ments every Friday. 

Rosenberg Buys Story 
HOLLYWOOD: Frank P. Rosenberg, in- 
dependent producer, has purchased “Steeper 
Cliff’ from 20th Century-Fox, where it 
was on his production agenda during his 
term at that studio, and will pi i 
Germany next summer. 


oduce it in 


Drive-ins, RENEW SPEAKERS NOW! 


Any make in-car speakers recondi- 
tioned ust like new Repainted, all 
defective or doubtful parts replaced 
tested in service. Get complete de- 
tails n lots of 40 y $2.98 each 
f TA 
LOD Wu 









1717 Wyandotte St:, Kansas City 8, Mo 





Ampex Offers 
s=Channel 
Sound Unit 


The 


Calif.., 


of Redwood, 
three-channel 
stereophonic sound system, for theatres up 
to 1,500 to sell complete for $3,995, 


Corporation 
new 


Ampex 
has developed a 


seats, 
with installation costs the only additional 
charges to be met by exhibitors. 

This was announced in New York Mon- 
day by Spyros Skouras, Jr., sales manager 
of the Construction Corporation, 
which will distribute the system. 

At a press conference, Mr. Skouras said 
the system was “unique” in its safety factors. 
It is so that should there be a 
failure in one or two of the three 
three power amplifiers 
during a performance, the channels will be 
mixed into the remaining speaker or speak- 


Circuit 


arranged 
any 
stage speakers or 


ers. Thus, he said, there is no reason for 
the periormance to be interrupted during 
the course of the showing. 

Besides the Master Series, which Ampex 
calls its new system, the company also puts 
out two higher priced sound systems, the 
Deluxe Series and Super Series. Mr. Skou- 
ras said first deliveries on current orders 
on the Master Series will be made January 
15, while full deliveries are promised on 
February 1. He said that 


or after also 


approximately 40 theatres “of the Skouras 
circuit will be equipped with the Ampex 
system by January 15 and that approxi- 
mately 100 other theatres around the country 
have ordered the Ampex systems, 

Ross Snyder, Ampex engineer, who sat 
in on the press conference with Mr. Skouras, 
said that the design of the Master Series 
had been engineered with the purpose of 
simplifying as many complicated electronic 
parts as possible and to derive greater ef- 
ficiency from the component parts of the 
system. 


Zukor Inducts 42 into 
Paramount 25-Year Club 


Forty-two employees of the Paramount 
home office newsreel, laboratories and _ field 
staffs who this year completed 25 years with 
the company, last week were inducted in 
New York into the firm’s 25-Year Club by 
board chairman and company founder 
Adolph Zukor, who has spent 50 years in 
The new members received 
citations gold watches and heard a 
speech by president of the company Barney 
Balaban. 


"Rob Roy" to Open Feb. 4 


Walt Disney’s all-live action motion pic- 
ture, “Rob Roy, The Highland Rogue,” will 
have its premiere at the Criterion theatre, 
New York, February 4, it was announced 
by Charles Boasberg, general sales manager 
of RKO Radio Pictures. 


the industry. 
and 








FOR HIGHER GROSSES... 
POLAROID’S-PERFECTED 3-D 
Experience proves PATRONS WANT 3-D 





when they are assured COMFORTABLE VIEWING 





Patrons find 3-D a highly satisfying experience 


when they are 


viewers. 


furnished with 
Comfortable Polaroid optical-quality 


top-quality 


viewers both standard and clip-on type (for 
patrons who wear corrective glasses) are your 
answer to patron acceptance of 3-D motion 


pictures. 


GENUINE OPTICAL-QUALITY POLAROID 


VIEWERS 


POLAROID “SYNC” KIT FOR PERFECT 


SHOWINGS 


(AT NO EXTRA COST) 
At Your RCA THEATRE SUPPLY DEALER'S 


THEATRE EQUIPMENT 


RADIO CORPORATION of AMERICA 


ENGINEERING PRODUCTS DEPARTMENT, CAMDEN. WN. J. 


In Canada: RCA VICTOR Company Limited, Montreal 


Communion 
Breaktast 
January 31 


Plans for the motion picture industry’s 
Fourth Annual Communion Breakfast were 
launched this week at a meeting of the com- 
mittee of sponsors held in the Paramount 
board room Tuesday afternoon. The Break- 
fast, to be held January 31 at the Waldorf 
Astoria Hotel following Mass and Com- 
munion at 9 A. M. at St. Patrick’s Cathe- 
dral, is for Catholic members of the indusiry 
and their families. 

Starting four years ago in New York, 
the movement for annual Communion 
Breakfasts for Catholics in the industry has 
spread to other cities. Last year similar 
affairs were held in Los Angeles and New 
Orleans, as well as in several Canadian 
cities. 

Tickets for the affair will be distributed 
starting next week in all the home offices 
by the various members of the sponsoring 
committee. 


List Committee Members 

Members of the committee are: 

Frank J. Alford, MPEA; John W. Alicoate, 
“Film Daily”; William E. Barry, Shea Enter- 
prises; Marguerite Bourdette, Paramount; 
Frank Bryan, Skouras Theatres; Frank E. 
Cahill, Jr.. Warner; Francis X. Carroll, 20th 
Century-Fox; Patrick Casey, Casey Enter- 
prises; John Confort, Jr., Confort and Com- 
pany; Robert W. Coyne, COMPO; Thomas 
Crehan, RKO Theatres; William Cronin, 
Comerford Theatres; John Dervin, Allied 
Artists; Edward C. Dowden, Loew’s; Albert 
A. Duryea, Pathe Laboratories; Joseph Eagan, 
Fabian Theatres. 

James M. Franey, United 
Joseph M. Geoghan, Century Theatres; Ed- 
mund C. Grainger, RKO Theatres; James R. 
Grainger, RKO Radio Pictures; Agnes Mengel 
Grew, Paramount Pictures; William J. Heine- 
man, United Artists; Walter F. J. Higgins, 
Associated Prudential Theatres; John Hughes, 
United Artists; James David Ivers, Quigley 
Publishing Company; James J. Jordan, Univer- 
sal Pictures; John Kane, Columbia Pictures ; 
Frank J. Stanley Warner; Austin 


World Films > 


Kiernan, 
C. Keough, Paramount. 

Fred Leo, American Broadcasting- Paramount 
Theatres; Mrs. James Looram, International 
Federation Catholic Alumnae; Fred J. Lynch, 
Radio City Music Hall; Thomas J. Martin, 
Warner ; Joseph A. McConville, Columbia Pic- 
tures; International ; Joseph McMahon, Repub- 
lic; William J. McShea, RKO Radio Pictures ; 
William Moclair, Roxy Theatre; Paul C. 
Mooney, Sr., National Screen Service; Peter 
J. Mooney, Audio Productions; James A. Mul- 
vey, Samuel Goldwyn Productions; John F. 
Murphy, Loew’s; Thomas Murtha, IATSE, 
Local No. 4. 

L. Douglas Netter, Jr., Altec Service; Paul 
D. O’Brien, O’Brien, Driscoll & Raftery; 
Robert H. O’Brien, American Broadcasting- 
Paramount Theatres; John J. O’Connor, Un- 
iversal Pictures; Thomas F. O’Connor, RKO 
Theatres; Edward K. O’Shea, Paramount; 
Martin Quigley, Quigley Publishing Company ; 
Edward C. Raftery, O’Brien, Driscoll & Raf- 
tery; Charles M. Reagan, MGM;; C. J. Scol- 
lard, National Screen Service; Edwin J. 
Smith, Jr., RKO Radio Pictures; Nick Trono- 
lone, 1775 Broadway; Frank C. Walker, Com- 
erford Theatres; Eugene Walsh, Universal 
Pictures; Richard F. Walsh, IATSE; William 
A. White, Skouras Theatres. 
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ALBANY 


Strong product release schedules for the 
first several months of 1954 make executives 
of several circuits optimistic about the New 
Year, but some of the smaller theatre own- 
ers are worried about the possible shortage 
of good pictures which will be available to 
them and the installation cost problem posed 
by CinemaScope. Drive-in operators 
seem to think next season will be a profit- 
able one. . . . The Palace had “Miss Sadie 
Thompson” as its New Year’s Eve attrac- 
tion, while the Strand showed “Hondo”— 
both at advanced scales for the day. 
Visitors here included: Louis W. Schine, 
Gloversville; Louis J. Lieser, Buffalo... . 
Jules Perlmutter, president of Perlmutter 
Theatres, became the first man in Albany 
Variety Club history to be elected for a 
second consecutive term as chief barker... . 
Neil Hellman was in town for groundbreak- 
ing on a 20-room addition to the Mt. Vernon 
Motel which he opened last spring adjacent 
to Auto-Vision theatre in East Greenbush. 


ATLANTA 


Bill Knight, formerly with Florida State 
Theatres, Tampa, Fla., has resigned to go 
as branch manager of Roy Smith Conces- 
sion Co. there. The Pal Amusement 
Co., Vidalia, Ga., has opened its new 400- 
car Glen drive-in, Glenville, Ga. .The 
Alamo theatre, Alamo, Ga., has a new 
owner: Harold Robinson, also owner of the 
Brox, Broxton, Ga. Martin Theatres, 
Columbus, Ga., has taken over the Morris 
Road drive-in there. ... Rube Joiner, Joiner 
Booking Service, was in booking. .. . Sydia 
Knight, for the past 30 years with RKO, 
has _ resigned. Gault Brown, former 
manager of the Hollywood theatre, Madi- 
sonville, Tenn., was in visiting with friends. 
... The State theatre, Bradenton, Fla., was 
destroyed by fire... . In for a visit with 
J. E. Hobbs, branch manager, Monogram, 
was John Derbin, Stafford Pictures, on his 
way to Miami, Fla... . L. H. Howell and 
R. C. Corsey are the new owners of the 
Piedmont drive-in, Piedmont, Ala. . . .Ted 
Mendellssohn, of Concordia Pictures, was a 
visitor here. . . . John Jarvis, of the Dixie 
Printing Co., has moved into his new offices 
at 160 Walton St. 


BALTIMORE 


Boots Wagonheim and Mrs. Wagonheim, 
executive for Schwaber Theatres, celebrated 
their sixth wedding anniversary. ... M. 
Robert Rappaport, Town theatre, is spend- 
ing a week in Miami... . Chauncey Wolfe, 
Uptown theatre, is recuperating at home 
after leaving John Hopkins Johns Hospital. 
. . . Rodney Collier, Stanley manager, has 
been elected chief barker of the Variety 
Club for the third time, although not con- 
secutively. 49 managers and owners 
completed the Civil Defense instruction 


course for theatres. They represented 90 
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theaetrs in the area. . . 
manager, in cooperation with the Baltimore 
News Post and Sunday American, the Ad- 
vertising Club of Baltimore and Radio Sta- 
tion WCAO, held the 23rd annual Christ- 
mas party for underprivileged children at 
the Century theatre. Entertained were 3,500 


. Jack Sidney, Loew 


children. . . . J. Lawrence and Fred Schan- 
berger, in cooperation with the News Post, 
held their 25th annual Christmas party for 
crippled children at Keith’s theatre. 


BOSTON 

A special midnight screening of “This Is 
Cinerama” for local projectionists, electri- 
cians and stage hands was held at the 
ton theatre the evening preceding the public 
opening. The Stanley Warner Cinerama 
Corp. hosted the affair with each member 
of the Locals of IATSE given two tickets. 
Rudolph F. Kuehn who has had managerial 
experience in New Jersey Theatres was 
brought on to become the managing director 
of the Boston tor the run of the Cinerama 
films. . . . Lockwood & Gordon Enterprises 
and Sam Rosen of New Haven have taken 
a long term lease on the East Windsor 
(Conn.) drive-in and will operate it in the 
spring. . The engagement has been an- 
nounced of Adeline Struzziero, secretary at 
Independent Exhibitors, Inc. to Paul A. 
Carter of Braintree, with the wedding set 
for Feb. 13. ... Richard B. Rubin, exhibitor 
and drive-in designer and engineer, was 
married December 27 to Mrs. Edith Saturn 
of Washington, D. C. They will live in 
Newton Center and spend the summer at 
Falmouth, Mass., where Rubin is building 
the Falmouth drive-in. 


WHEN AND WHERE 


January 27: Annual convention and board 
meeting, Virginia Motion Picture Theatre 
Association, Jefferson Hotel, Richmond. 


February 2-4: National Allied Drive-in 
Theatre Association convention, Nether- 
lands-Plaza Hotel, Cincinnati, Ohio. 


30s- 





February 2-4: Annual meeting, Independent 
Theatre Owners of Ohio, Netherlands- 
Plaza Hotel, Cincinnati. 


February 5-6: National Allied board meet- 
ing, Netherlands-Plaza Hotel, Cincinnati. 


March 28-30: Annual convention, Allied 
Theatre Owners of Gulf States, Edge- 
water Gulf Hotel, Edgewater Park, Miss. 


April 6-8: Annual convention, Allied Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners of Wisconsin, 
Hotel Shroeder, Milwaukee. 


May 2-7: Semi-annual convention, Society 
of Motion Picture and Television Engi- 
neers, Statler Hotel, Washington, D. C. 








BUFFALO 


Dalton Burgett has added the Winter- 
garden theatre in Fredonia, N. Y. to his 
circuit and not the Wintergarden in James 
town. Howard McPherson, for fifteen 
years a member of the Monogram local sales 
staff, covering Buffalo and Rochester, has 
been engaged by Jack Chinell, RKO branch 
manager, to cover the Syracuse territory, 
where he succeeds Ed Smith, who has re 
tired and is going to Florida to reside... . 
It is réported that the Hayman interests in 
Niagara Falls will build a new drive-in 
within the city limits and that it will be 
ready for next season. Rumor has it 
that the interests behind the Transit drive- 
in on the Transit Road near Lockport, in 
association with others, are going to build 
an outdoorer in the vicinity of the Transit 
road-Middleport cut-off... . Basil’s LaSalle 
closed two days in advance of Christmas to 
permit employes to prepare for the big Yule 
tide show which opened Xmas Day. . . 
Charlie McKernan of the Seneca and Bill 
Colson of the Niagara put on special holi 
day matinee performances on Wednesday 
... The Paramount and Center, downtown 


UPT first-runs, started their New Year’s 
Eve midnight show at 2 P. M. Thursday 


and ran through the midnight shows. The 
Paramount had a preview presentation of 
Martin & Lewis in “Money From Home” 
and the Center, “His Majesty O’Keefe.” 


CHICAGO 


Ed Wolk, projection equipment dealer, 
will head for Florida on January 2 with 
Mrs. Wolk. ... Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lub 
liner of the Clark and Four Star theatres, 
entertained her sister, Jan Sterling, and 
brother-in-law, Paul Douglas, over the 
Christmas holiday. Marcia Koerner, 
daughter of G. W. Koerner, of Koernei 
Motor Express, downstate film delivery ser 
vice, was married to Robert Raymond Dec. 
19, in a ceremony at the Methodist Church, 
Park Ridge, Ill. Mr. Raymond is attending 
Elmhurst College. . . . Cinema Lodge, B’nai 
B’rith, entertained 60 patients and ten staff 
members of the U. S. Marine Hospital the 
day before Christmas at Paramount Pic 
tures’ Recreation Room.... B. & K. adver 
tising publicity chief, William K. Hollander, 
and his wife became grandparents for the 
second time as their son and daughter-in 
law, Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Hollander, an 
nounced the birth of their second child, a 
girl... .The Colony, operated by Joe Stern 
and his Mike and Arnold, has been 
completely renovated and is being equipped 
for CinemaScope. 


CINCINNATI 


Shifting road show-policy entertainment 
from downtown to the outlying districts, 
the Hyde Park Art theatre, operated by 
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Vance Schwartz in suburban Hyde Park, is 
currently playing MGM’s “Julius Caesar” 
for two shows daily. . . . Keith’s theatre, 
unit of the S. & S. Amusement Co., of which 
Ruben Shor is at the head, made its Cinema- 
Scope bow on Christmas Day with “How 
To Marry a Millionaire.”. The Salem 
theatre, in Dayton, Ohio, opened 23 years 
ago, has been closed after a long-term 
operation by J. M. Curl, of Dayton and 
Mrs. Ethel Miles, a Columbus, Ohio, cir- 
cuit operator. The building owners now are 
seeking new tenants. ... Damage estimated 
at $10,000 was caused by a fire at the Ronnie 
drive-in theatre, near Lily, Ky. . .. Approxi- 
mately 750 members of the Vlark County 
4-H Club were guests of Mr. and Mrs. Wil- 
liam Settos, operators of the Liberty theatre, 
in Springfield, Ohio, the occasion being a 
special Christmas party December 29. 


CLEVELAND 


Theatre admission tax was up this year 
for the first time since 1948, according to 
Stanley P. Nemec, commissioner of licenses 
with the 1953 admission 
tax revenue hitting about $400,000 as com- 
pared with $394,000 in 1952. . Robert 
Ancell has rejoined the Hippodrome as 
assistant to Jack Silverthorne in the man- 
agement and publicity for the Hippodrome 
and Tower theatres. Frank Masek, 
NTS branch manager, has installed Sim- 
plex Stereophonic equipment in the Harris 
theatre, Warren, for a scheduled Jan. 14 
opening of “The Robe.” Cleveland Mo- 
tien Picture Exhibitors Association will 
hold its annual business meeting for elec- 
tion of officers, preceded by a luncheon, in 
the association Jan. 12. Ernest 
Schwartz, who has been president for 19 
years, has no opponent for reelection. .. . 
I. J. Schmertz, 20th-Fox local branch man- 
ager, was in New York to confer with home 
office officials. Connie Knighton, 62, 
porter at Loew’s Valentine theatre, Toledo, 
died. 


COLUMBUS 


Fred Rowlands has 
foot wide Astrolite 
neighborhood... . 
named manager of 
Reeder has 
ABC outlet 
Oct. 10 
WING, 
program manager fot 
Sherman 


be razed to 


and assessments, 


rooms 


installed a new 38 
screen at the Main 
Charles Reeder has been 
radio station WCOL. 
acting manager of the 
the death of Neal Smith 
Reeder came to WCOL from 
Dayton, Ohio, where he had been 
: The 
Ohio will 
make way for a highway devel- 
opment. The Sherman was erected during 
World War I on old canal lands which the 
state turned over to the city on condition 
that the site be used for public purposes. 
Closing of the Sherman leaves Chillicothe 
with two theatres—the Majestic and 
Royal. .. . Charles L. Eckelberry, 59, father 
of Harriet Eckelberry of the office staff of 
Loew’s Ohio, died in University Hospital. 
. . «Knights of the Round Table” is ex 
pected to be a January booking at the Ohio 
or Broad. 


DENVER 


As usual, business among the first runs 
snapped back with the coming of Christmas, 
and most of the downtown houses had lines 
at the cashier windows. An unusual twist, 


been 


since 


17 years 
theatre at Chillicothe, 


only 


30 


as far as Denver is concerned, is that six 
of the 10 first runs currently have single 
bills. Russell Allen is adding 300 seats 
to the Aztec, Aztec, N. M., to double its 
size.... Mrs. S. E. Allen expects to open 
her new 300-car drive-in at Lordsburg, 
N. M., in the early spring, and about the 
same opening date has been set for J. C. 
West’s 300-car drive-in, Grants, N. M.... 
A. G. Edwards, formerly booker and: office 
manager at Lippert’s Pictures, is still seri- 
ously ill in General Rose memorial hospital. 

Tom Bailey, Lippert and Filmakers 
franchise owner, heads for New York next 
week to look for product. 


DES MOINES 


Atty. Gen. Leo Hoegh notified county at- 
torneys in the state last week that he won't 
order the banning of theatre bank nights 
until after a rehearing is held in the bingo 
case, which started the whole thing. .. . 
Christmas parties were the order of the day 
along Film Row during the week before 
Christmas. Variety club has elected its 
new crew here. Byron Shapiro will con- 
tinue as chief barker; Don Conley and Bill 
Feld have been named first assistant and 
second assistant, respectively. Leon Men- 
delsohn is dough guy and Don West prop- 
erty master. The following are Crew mem- 
Rudy Faulds, Dave Gold, Charles 
Iles, Bob Sandler, Stan Soderberg, Ed Utay 
and Larry Wegener. On vacation this 
week are Paul Leatherby and Lu Hummel, 
Columbia salesmen. Mable Brady, con- 
tract clerk for RKO, is resigning to take 
a job near her home in Rising Sun, 

S. E. Theiss is a new 
tional Theatre Supply. He 
Waverly Drive-In theatre. 


DETROIT 


Still one of the biggest things in town is 
“Martin Luther” at the Krim in Highland 
Park. .. . “How to Marry a Millionaire,” 
“This Is Cinerama” and “The Robe’ are all 
holding long runs in downtown theatres. . . . 
“The Robe” did very well in Pontiac at the 
Oakland although its stay was limited to two 
weeks due to chain bookings. - ¥ Re-elected 
president of Local 94, International Alliance 
of Billposters, was John Carano. Walter 
Frank, vice-president; Matt Kolbe, secre- 
tary-treasurer; A. J. Halley, board chairman 
and Peter Miglio and Wm. Noch, trustees, 
make up the new slate. . “Men of Con- 
flict” will be handled in Chicago and Detroit 
by Albert Dezel with Detroit opening at the 
Broadway Capitol. IATSE Local 199 
president Frank Kinsora added duties as 
business agent due to the illness of Roger 
Kennedy. 


bers: 


Na- 


owns the 
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HARTFORD 


Edward J. Noble, Greenwich, Conn., 
chairman of the finance committee of Amer- 
ican Broadcasting - Paramount Theatres, 
Inc., has announced another gift of $2,000,- 
000 to the Edward John Noble Foundation. 

The Foundation was organized in 1940 
as a philanthropic agency. . . . The Middle- 
town (Conn.) Zoning Authority has given 
Sal Adorno, Jr., assistant general manager, 
M&D Theatres, authority to build a drive- 
in theatre on Saybrook, Rd., Middletown, 
at an estimated cost of $125,000. . . . Sal 
Adorno, Sr., general manager of M&D 


Theatres, and Mrs. Adorno, leave Jan. 15 
for their annual winter vacation in Phoenix, 
Ariz. ... Edward Harwood, formerly assis- 
tant manager of the Warner theatre, Lynn, 
Mass., has been named assistant manager of 
the Strand, Hartford, replacing Irving Davis, 
resigned. 


INDIANAPOLIS 


Howard Rutherford, manager of Loew’s, 
inaugurated his new CinemaScope screen 
with “Knights of the Round Table” New 
Year’s Eve. ... The Indiana previewed a 
Martin and Lewis picture as its New Year’s 
Eve attraction for the fourth consecutive 
year. This time it was “Money from Home.” 

. . Contest winners in five Syndicate thea- 
tre cities will be sent to Hollywood Jan. 18 
on all-expense tours for two, Trueman 
Rembusch announced Christmas Day. Three 
of the five are children. .. . Harry Stephen- 
son, booker at Warners, has resigned. His 
successor is Caroline Webb. Johnny 
Stearns, manager of Keith’s, organized a 
New Year’s Eve stage show featuring local 
musicians formerly with “name” bands. . 
The Allied Theatre Owners of Indiana di- 
rectors will hold their next monthly meet- 


ing in the Hotel Lincoln at noon Jan. 5. 


KANSAS CITY 


Felix D. Snow, business 
manager of Local No. 31 of the Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployes and Motion Picture Operators, and 
third vice-president of the International, 
died Christmas Day, aged 66. He had suf- 
fered a heart attack after the annual meet- 
ing of the Motion Picture Association of 
Greater Kansas City December 7 and was 
in the hospital at the time of his death... . 
The Midland opened its first CinemaScope 
film Christmas Day—*Knights of the Round 
Table—with steady inflow all afternoon and 
evening. It is estimated that it will rank 
with the three previous top-grossers; at $1 
and $1.24 for adults and 50c for children. 

“The Sea Around Us” (“The Alaska 
Eskimo” second feature) is in its third 
week at the Kimo. The Vogue, now 
showing “The Captain’s Paradise,” ran con- 
tinuous shows Saturday. . 


Missouri-born 


.. The Boulevard 
was the only drive-in showing over the 
weekend in Kansas City. 


LOS ANGELES 

Film Row was the scene of many Christ- 
mas parties with Universal, Columbia and 
Warner holding their affairs in the 
club rooms of the exchanges. Frank 
Reimer, Warner Bros. manager, re- 
turned to his desk aiter being confined to 
the hospital for surgery... . Henry Herbel, 
district manager for Warner Bros., returned 
from a two-day meeting of district managers 
at the home office in Manhattan... . Norma 
Cain, Warner Bros. biller, off to San Fran- 
cisco to greet her husband, who is return- 
ing from service overseas in the Armed 
Forces. .. . Alex Cooperman, Western sales 
manager for IFE Films, checked in after a 
business jaunt to San Francisco. . . . Joe 
Sarfaty, Warner Bros. salesman, is in the 
hosptial to undergo emergency surgery... . 
Out of town exhibitors on the Row were 
Roy Lemmucci, Bakersfield; Moses Her- 
nandez, Guadalupe; Joe Markkwitz, Encini- 
tas; and Ben Bronstein, Palm Springs. 

(Continued on opposite page) 
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MEMPHIS 


Memphis Censor Board dominated the 
Memphis news this week. The dance scene, 
featuring Rita Hayworth, in Columbia’s 
new “Miss Sadie Thompson” film was shown 
twice on the television network during 
Dave Garroway’s “Today” program over 
WMCT in Memphis. . . . This was the scene 
which Memphis censors ordered cut out 
before the picture could be shown at Malco. 
Columbia refused to cut the film and the 
Memphis showing was cancelled. . . . Now 
the film is éxpected to be booked in West 
Memphis, Ark., theatres, just across the 
Mississippi river from Memphis. . . . : Fal? 
Sharum, who owned and operated Chandelle 
and Metro theatres at Walnut Ridge, Ark., 
and was president of the Citizens National 
Bank, died in Baptist Hospital at Memphis 
of a heart ailment. Mr. Sharum was 57. 
He formerly served as lieutenant governor 
of Arkansas. 


MIAMI 


Bill Dock, public relations chief for the 
Florida State Theatres in southeastern 
Florida, was elected chief barker for 
Variety Club, Tent 33, succeeding Ed Mel- 
niker. ... Don Tilzer, publicist for Claugh- 
ton’s, planned a gala New Year’s Eve party 
at the Royal, with favors and refreshments 
added to the premiere of “Money From 
Home.” ... With Frank Galgano resigning, 
Diana Tarpin is now assistant in advertising 
at the Claughton office. . . . Warner-Pathe’s 
Washington cameraman, Clarence Ellis, was 
a visitor at the Bel Aire. .. . Vandals broke 
into the Paramount Theatre recently, with 
the destruction damage estimated at $3,000, 
according to George Hoover, district man- 


ager. 


MILWAUKEE 


Gene Autry will bring lis troupe here for 
a benefit performance at the auditorium 
sponsored by the Milwaukee Journal Janu- 
ary 17.... H. Olshan, branch manager of 
Columbia here booked one of Autry’s latest 
movies “Saginaw Trail” at the Alhambra 
January 14 tying up Autry’s personal ap- 
pearance. ... Bill Burke, RKO home office 
representative, was at the branch office this 
week. . . . In town next week will be 
Al O’Keefe from Pola-lite. . . . Outside of 
the Christmas parties things were quiet in 
the territory this week. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Minneapolis theatres are continuing to 
advertise in the strike-bound Star and 
Tribune, although the papers are being sold 
at the plant only. Truck drivers at the 
papers went on strike Dec. 19 halting all 
street sale and home circulation. . . . Min- 
nesota Amusement Co. is using radio and 
TV spot announcements to inform the pub- 
lic what is showing at its theatres... . 
Station KFYR-TV at Bismarck, N. D., has 
begun telecasting. . . . Axel Borreson, for- 
mer owner of the Comfrey at Comfrey, 
Minn., has purchased a clothing store at 
Comfrey. . “Quo Vadis” will return to 


the Gopher on a wide-screen. . . . Chet Le- 
Voir, former salesman at Republic, will han- 
dle South Dakota for Universal. Fred Bun- 
kelman, Universal salesman, has been trans- 
ferred to the northern Minnesota and Wis- 
consin territory. . . . Mannie Gottlieb, Uni- 
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versal district manager, was in for a sales 
meeting. ... Leo Murray, 50, former man- 
ager of the Lyceum, passed away. . 
Helen Feigel is the new clerk and Lois 
Rosendahl, the new receptionist at 20th-Fox, 
replacing Elrene Kunde and Joan Hennings- 
gaard, who have both moved their homes to 
California. 


NEW ORLEANS 


Jack Sanders of the Olla, Olla, La., has 
taken over operations of the Princess, Tulles, 
La. It was formerly operated by George 
Shelton. . The management of the Do 
drive-in, in co-operation with the Metairie 
filled many a stocking for the communities 
needy families by donating receipts from a 
special movie program arranged to appeal to 
every member of the family. . . . Travis 
Madden will open a 600-seater for all-colored 
patronage in Bossier City, La., January 10. 
The new theatre is named the Bossier. . . . 
Frank and Bob deGrauuw’s Bob is under- 
going extensive renovations and new equip- 
ment installations. ... Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
J. Waguespack, parents-in-law of F. G. Prat, 
Jr., rounded out 50 years of wedded bliss re- 
cently. . . . Milton White, office manager, 
Exhibitor Poster Exchange, flew to Denver 
to spend Christmas Day with his son and 
family. 


OKLAHOMA CITY 


Paul Ketchum, 44, resident of Texarkana, 
Texas, and former city manager, died Dec. 17 
at Veteran’s hospital here. He had been ill 
and hospitalized since October of this year. 
Ketchum worked as a theatre manager here 
for Standard (now Cooper Foundation) 
theatres. He left Oklahoma City about 15 
years ago to work in the east and later to 
own and operate theatres in Texas. In re- 
cent years he had become associated with the 
United Artists Corp. . . . The Midwest thea- 
tre, held a big cartoon show Monday morn- 
ing for the kiddies. Admission price was 20 
cents. . . . Cooper Foundation Theatres are 
presenting a big holiday entertainment. At 
the Criterion, “Beneath The 12-Mile Reef” 
is shown in CinemaScope. At the Harber, 
“Here Come The Girls.” At the Plaza, “A 
Christmas Carol” with 35 minutes of Tom & 
Jerry... . The Vaska theatre in Lawton, 
Okla., opened Christmas Day with the show- 
ing of “The Robe” in CinemaScope. 


PHILADELPHIA 


A test special Saturday morning show at 
the Boyd for “Cinerama,” restricted to stu- 
dents at all local schools with special student 
prices, was such a success that the special 
showings for students will be repeated. .. . 
The Circle, 3,200-seat key neighborhood 
house in the Frankford section of the city, 
has been sold for commercial purposes. . . . 
The Liberty, neighborhood house, was sold 
by the Stanley Warner company to Jack 
Indictor for $75,000. .. . The appeal of the 
Independent Poster Exchange against the 
recent decision of U. S. District Court Judge 
William H. Fitzpatrick, dismissing its action 
against National Screen Service, will be 
heard on Feb. 1, by the U. S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals here. . . . Variety Club joined 
with the Philadelphia Daily News in staging 
a holiday party for 120 crippled children at 
the Bellevue-Stratford Hotel, with chief 
barker Jack Preis in charge. .,. . Melvin J. 
Fox, head of the independent Fox Theatres 








chain, and pioneer exhibitor Leo Posel, were 
named co-chairmen of the Motion Picture 
Division for the annual campaign of the 
Philadelphia Fellowship Commission starting 


Jan. 8... . The World officially shifted to 
the Trans-Lux Theatres chain with the new 
year. ... Sam Milgram, of the Milgram 


Theatres chain, announced the marriage oi 
his daughter on Dec. 27 


PITTSBURGH 

The three new CinemaScope attractions, 
all Christmas Day openings, look set fot 
extended runs based on their first day re 
ceipts. They are “Knights of the Round 
Table” at the Penn, “King of the Khyber 
Rifles” at the Fulton and “Beneath the 12 
Mile Reef” at the Harris. Che holiday 
season found the ticket sale for ‘“This Is 
Cinerama” perking up impressively too. . . 
The Stanley gets its first CinemaScope offe1 
ing, “The Command” in January, following 
“Miss Sadie Thompson” in 3-D. . .. The 
Enright theatre, largest neighborhood house 
in the Stanley Warner chain, re-opened 
Christmas Day after being shuttered several 
months. Art Cinema rushed in Anna 
Magnini’s “Bellissima” when the censor 
seal on the French “Fan Fan the Tulip’ 
failed to arrive. ... Rave reviews on “The 
Little Fugitive” at the Squirrel Hill presage 
a healthy run for that art house film 
Henry Burger, Stanley Warner ad _ head, 
and Bernie Elinoff, shorts booker, are both 
vacationing. 


PORTLAND 


Business at first run theatres has been in 
the dumps for the past several weeks, but 
strong product, single billed, should increase 
the take at the boxoffice this week. 
Broadway theatre manager Keith Petzold 
has given his resignation to Mrs. J. J 
Parker. The 26-year-old will become 
manager of the Jesse Jones circuit of five 
houses. ... The Broadway installed Cinema 
Scope and stereophonic sound this week 
and opened “Knights of the Round Table’ 
New Year’s Day. ... The Liberty is sched 
uled to install a new curved Astrolite 
screen and stereophonic sound next week 
... The Orpheum and Oriental both have 
had equipment for some time now. 
Oriental manager Oscar Nyberg had a big 
Xmas party for underprivileged kids. 
Evergreen’s Fox theatre should be com 
pleted in March. 


PROVIDENCE 


The Christmas holiday season opened 
auspiciously with the New England premier: 
of “Beneath the 12-Mile Reef” taking plac« 
at the Majestic. . . . Loew’s State featured 
Joan Crawford in “Torch Song” on the new 
panoramic screen. . . .. The Boston theatre, 
where the New England premiere of Cin 
rama was scheduled for December 30, mad 
a bid for Rhode Island patronage by run 
ning the largest newspaper advertising pro- 
gram ever attempted by any out-of-town 
theatre in the local press. . . . Many leading 
Rhode Island houses used good sized space 
in the special Christmas Issue of the Provi 
dence Visitor, Diocesan newspaper, extend 
ing Season’s Greetings to their patrons and 
friends. “Martin Luther” held for a 
fifth week at the Avon Cinema. The popu 
lar East Side art house, for the first time, 

(Continued on following page) 
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present a New Year’s Eve midnight 
show, offering Alec Guinness, local favorite, 
in “Captain’s Paradise.” 


SAN FRANCISCO 


New managers on the street are Walter 
*henoweth who went from treasurer of the 
Curran to manager of Cinerama, and as- 
Wendell Thurman who 
to United Paramount Theatres and 
will be stationed at the Paramount. 
The Paramount has ordered CinemaScope 
equipment. . . . The State has been reno- 
vated and outside of the building steam- 
cleaned and fitted with permament floodlights. 
It reopened Christmas Day under UP ban- 
ner. Manager Eugene Sabo III has taken 
Amelia Kittleson and Louisa Toni 
upped to cashier) from the Paramount for 
office attendants. Sid Cahen 
went from the New Fillmore to manage the 
Vista at Rio Vista... . Charles Oliphant is 
back in the shipping department of 
Screen Service as soon as he is 
the Army in February. . . 
Business in San Francisco was generally 
good on Christmas Day. The Paramount 
“Here e Girls” and the St. 

with “Cease Fire” were busy. 
The Fox in fourth week “How to Marry a 
Millionaire” reported good business and 
Cinerama, opening Christmas Day, sold out. 


TORONTO 
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Hebscher has resigned as manager 
of Odeon’s Palace, Hamilton, first run house, 


to become manager of the Hanulton Forum. 
He will also act in an advisory capacity for 
the buying of TV film for Hamilton TV 
station in which his boss, Ken Soble, has an 
interest. .. . Harry Hurwitz was re-elected 
president of the Winnipeg district of the 
Canadian Picture Pioneers. J. Biggerstaff is 
back as vice-president and A. Feinstein as 
secretary-treasurer. Gerry Collins has 
returned to his post as director of publicity 
for Loew’s theatres here, taking over the 
spot vacated by Jim McCracken’s resigna- 
tion. Collins’ post as manager of the Uptown 
goes to Gerry Mooney, assistant manager at 
London Loew’s. . . . Charlie Cashman, well- 
known industryite, returned as deputy reeve 
in the municipal elections. 


VANCOUVER 

Groups of teenage vandals are giving thea- 
tres plenty of grief over the holidays and go 
out of the way to make trouble for theatre 
staffs especially. .. . 10,000 British Columbia 
loggers from up north are in town for 
Christmas to spend the festive season with 
their friends and relatives. Maynard 
Joiner oi Famous Players was elected vice- 
president of Vancouver Tourist Association. 
... The Capitol and Cinema Christmas par- 
ties were held at Love’s Supper Club. 
Theatre Properties (Hamilton) Limited has 
purchased five Vancouver suburban theatres 
(the Windsor, Alma, Kerrisdale, Regent and 
Victoria Road), all under long leases to the 
Famous Player chain, from General Theatre 
Investment Company Ltd., headed by Paul 
Nathanson, son of the founder of Famous 
Players. Price was $1,100,000. . George 
Annable opened his 500-seat Jewell theatre 
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at Stettler, Alberta. A new suburban 
theatre built by Rueb and Klan, the Jasper, a 
550-seater, was opened in Edmonton, Al- 
berta. 


WASHINGTON 


“Julius Caesar” has finally been booked in 
Washington, to open at the Playhouse thea- 
tre, February 1. ... The Variety Club in- 
stallation ceremonies have been changed to 
January 4 in the club rooms at the Willard 
Hotel. International chief barker Jack Bere- 
sin will be present. . . . The Colosseum of 
Motion Picture Salesmen elected Martin 
Kutner, Columbia, president; Sidney Eck- 
man, MGM, vice-president; Jimmy White- 
side, Columbia, secretary-treasurer. .. . The 
Ontario theatre will have a premiere of 
“Cease Fire” January 14, under the sponsor- 
ship of General Matthew B. Ridgway. 
Frank M. Boucher, president of the District 
United Cerebral Palsy Association, an- 
nounced that Harry F. Bachman, president 
oi the Circle Amusement Co., will be chair- 
man of the 1954 fund campaign. Bachman 
will attend a regional meeting of the national 
association January 9-10 in Miami. 


KCC Cites 
Obstacles 
To Pay TV 


WASHINGTON: Substantial legal, 
neering and public policy questions must be 
determined the could 
okay any subscription television system, the 
Federal Communications 
this week. 


engi- 


before Government 


Commission said 


Issuing its annual for the fiscal 


year ending last June 30, the 


report 
Commission 
noted that it had pending various proposals 
to authorize pay-as-you-see television. “In 
addition to the basic policy question whether 
the authorization of a subscription TV ser- 
vice would serve the public interest,” the 
report said, “substantial legal questions must 
be determined, particularly, whether such a 
within 
\ct, or 


cial radio 


specialized service is ‘broadcasting’ 
the meaning of the Communications 
common carrier or some other sp 
service. Also, there is the engineering prob- 
where could be 
squeezed into the crowded radio spectrum.” 

Other features of the 


these: 


lem of such a_ service 


FCC report were 

As of October 31, there were 545 commer- 
cial and 315 
There were also 22 edu- 
stations authorized, of which 
As of June 3), there 
were 601 applications pending for new 
mercial TV stations. Of 398 new T\ 
tions authorized during the 1953 fiscal vear, 
the first year after the lifting of the freeze, 
256 were in the new UHF band and 142 in 
the VHF band. 

The report noted that during the year 
the Commission had disposed of the film 
industry’s request for special theatre tele- 
vision frequencies, holding that this service 


television stations authorized 
actually on the air. 
cational TV 
four were on the air. 
com- 
sta- 


should be performed by common carriers 
using existing common carrier frequencies. 


MOTION PICTURE HERALD, JANUARY 2, 1954 











Canada Had 
100.000 Seat 
Gain in 1933 


TORONTO: An examination of theatres 
opened in Canada in the past year seems 
to indicate there were an additional 100,000 
seats provided in 1953 in about 123 new 
35mm situations. 

The Dominion Bureau of Statistics in- 
dicated for the period ending in 1952 that 
1,843 “regular” theatres had 1,106,316 seats. 
The 1952 figure showed an increase of 
22,279 over the figure for 1951. Therefore, 
while 1952 showed a healthy increase in 
business in Canada, 1953 certainly is better 
than the 1952 gross of over $100,000,000. 
It is reported that 45 ‘‘regular” theatres and 
78 new drive-ins opened in 1953. To these 
totals may be added the figures for the 
16 drive-ins under construction; 14 drive-ins 
projected; 10 theatres in work and 19 houses 
planned. 

The number of based on the 
theory by provincial tax departments with a 
seat tax, that drive-ins may be proportioned 
at two-and-a-half persons per car, giving 
the total figures for drive-ins. This is parti- 
cularly important in the light of the number 
of drive-ins opened in 1952—100—which 
brought the total operating to 182. There 
were 82 in operation at the end of 1951. 

To the 954,813 must be added 1,309 “walk- 
in” seats in the country’s 104 drive-ins, and 
the 150,194 to be found in 657 community 
enterprises. Community enterprises are made 
up of 505 with 16mm equipment and 152 
with 35mm. A community enterprise is a 
situation operated in very small centres by 
local non-profit organizations, such as the 
Canadian Legion or board of trade branch. 
Its aim is to keep the local shoppers at 
home, instead of going to a nearby town, 
where they theatre-going with 
shopping. 


seats is 


combine 


Clarke, Stanzler on 
Real Estate Board 


Albert J. Clarke and Meyer Stanzler, of 
Clarke and Stanzler, Providence, have been 
appointed to the city’s Real Estate Board. 
Mr. Clarke till last May and for 13 years 
was manager of the Majestic Theatre there. 
Mr. Stanzler also has been in theatres. Both 
men have been active in charities and civic 
efforts. Mr. Clarke was a member of the 
Chamber of Commerce; Mr. Stanzler, a 
“Jimmy Fund” aide. Less than 300 of some 
1,500 realty men have been voted into what 
city observers say is a select group, the 
Real Estate Board. 


Audrey Hepburn Cover Girl 


Audrey Hepburn, Paramount’s newest 
star, is the cover girl of the February issue 
of “Motion Picture and Television Maga- 
zine.’ In recent months she has been simi- 
larly honored by other national periodicals, 
including “Life” magazine. 
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People in Be 4 ews 


CHARLES SkourAs, head of Fox West Coast 
Theatres, and Frep STEIN, managing di- 
rector of United States Theatres, have 
been presented citations by the U. S. 
Treasury Department for ‘‘outstanding 
service to the Government in presenting 
the case of United States Defense Bonds.” 

FELIX GUGGENHEIM has been elected a new 
member of the board of directors of King 
3rothers Productions, Inc., at the annual 
stockholders meeting in Hollywood last 

week. 


Leo V. SEICSHNAYDRE, Republic’s New Or- 
leans branch manager, has been awarded 
the company’s ‘Man of the Month”’ cita- 
tion tor November. 


Ceci B. DEMILLE Tuesday celebrated his 
40th anniversary as a producer. 





Durwood Wins Circuit 
After Eight-Year Fight 


A Kansas City circuit court last week 
decided Edward D. Durwood of that city 
was a victim of “conspiracy to defraud’’ 
and is entitled to acquire at cost theatre 
properties obtained by his brothers, Irwin 
and H. W. Dubinsky from 1946 through 
1949. It had been charged that the two 
men while in his employ and with other 





partners achieved control of the Starview, 
Lincoln, Neb., the River Lane, Rockford, 
Ill., and the Altwood, Wood River, same 
state, and managed them from St. Joseph, 
Mo., headquarters. Court appointed referee 
Paul Barnett said the Dubinskys violated 
their employment contract by not giving 
exclusive time to the business. Mr. Dur- 
wood, if he takes the houses, would be en- 
titled to rentals from 1949 to purchase date, 
estimated by the end of 1954 at $384,000. 
He also was awarded $121,000 for contract 
violation. 


New Boy Scout Film Is 
Shown in Three Cities 


“Jamboree 1953,” a film record of the 
Third National Jamboree which brought to- 
gether 50,000 Scouts, Explorers and Lead 
ers last July, was given a premiere this 
week simultaneously in New York, Wash- 
ington and Los Angeles for leaders of the 
motion picture industry and the press. The 
Jamboree took place in a huge 3,000-acre 
“tent city” on the Irvine Ranch, near Santa 
Ana, Calif., with participating 
from all the The film 
created with the complete cooperation of the 
Hollywood studios and many stars.  Be- 
cause the democratic life is por- 
trayed so well, the State Department has 
arranged for international distribution. No 
theatrical distribution has been set as yet. 


members 


over world. was 


way of 


LORBER, insurance manager ol 


Pictures, 


BENJAMIN 
Universal 


] 


will be the first wit 
ness before the Congressional Committee 
on Interstate and Foreign Commerce 1 


Washington January 6, when the com 


mittee’s health inquiry gets under way 
DAN SCHNEIDER has been 


appointed Sydney 


succeed 


branch manager for RKO Radio, 
ing Tom WALCOTT, resigned 


Au O’KEEFE, distribution vice-president oi 
Pola-Lite Co., i 
ters to the company’s office in the Film 
Center Building, 630 Ninth Ave., New 
York City. 


has moved his he: 


Davip J. Hopkins, son of the late Harry 


L. Hopkins, has been named director of 
sales for CBS-Columbia, TV-radio manu 
facturing division of Columbia Broadcast 


ing Co. 


Scout Drive 
Co-Chairmen 
Are Named 


Klein, 
third co-chairman to head the 
Greater New 

| 


Arthur 
named 


theatrical producer, has 
been 


amusement division for the 


York Councils of Boy Scouts’ fund-raising 
campaign. Mr. Klein joins Charles Boas 
berg and Spyros S. Skouras who previously 
were announced as co-chairmen the in 
dustry’s part of the drive. 

Mr. Klein will appoint field chairmen co 


ering performers, producers, legitimate thea 


tre owners, Managers, press representatives 


talent agents, play brokers, theatrical co 
tumers, designers and prop suppliers, ticket 
agencies, music publishers and allied fields 
Ed Gage of the Walter Reade Theatré 
will be in charge of the musi ld | 
Ted Husing, sports commentator ll supe 
vise the sports division. Other committee 
in the amusement division are headed by 
Leon J. Bamberger, for motion picture pri 


ducers and distributors: Harold Rinzler, fo: 
Walsh, vilds ind 


exhibitors, Richard 


unions; Phil Harling, theatre equipment 
laboratories; John Bergen, film trade papers 
Chairmen in the exhibitor division include 
Gene Picker, Loew's Theatres; Mr. Gag 
Mr. Reade; Charies Hacker, Music Hal 


Sid Markley, Paramount; Louis Vorzime 


William Brandt Circuit, and Morris Seidet 
Prudential Circuit. 

All committeemen and their campaigners 
will gather in the Waldorf Astoria at 
8:00 A. M. January 6 for a “Dawn Patrol’ 
breakfast, at which Mayor-elect Robert 


Wagner and U.N. 


Lodge, Jr., will be 


delegate Henry Cabot 


speakers 





Color TV 
Claim Starts 
Controversy 


Now that 
system has been approved by the Federal 
Communications Commission, there seems to 
falling out, public relations-wise, at 
least, among the interests. 

It all began last week when Commander 
E. F. MacDonald, president of the Zenith 
Radio letter to the 
FCC taking exception to newspaper ads run 


a compatible color television 


be a 


Corporation, wrote a 
throughout the country by Radio Corpora- 
America. In these ads RCA said 
it was “proud of the leadership its scientists 
and engineers achieved in developing—the 
all-electronic black-and-white television sys- 
tem—the ail-electronic compatible color tele- 
vision system—and the RCA tri-color tube, 
which made the latter practicable.” 
Commander MacDonald said his company 
was “shocked the misleading 
manner” in which RCA sought “to create 
the impression that this National Television 
System Committee system of color television 


tion of 


when we saw 


which you approved was the sole and entire 
product of RCA.” 

“Nothing could be further from the 
truth,” said the Commander. “The system 
was developed by the joint efforts of many 
TV manufacturers, of which RCA was only 
one.” 

RCA, in turn, issued a statement, saying 
in part: “We know of no significant con- 
tribution of the Zenith Radio Corporation 
to the creation and development of compat- 
television. This is not the first 
time that Mr. MacDonald has been wrong.” 
The RCA statement then went 2%n to quote 
remarks made in 1946 by the Zenith head 
to the effect that TV would fail unless “‘it 
finds a box office to pay the huge cost” 
and also to the effect that Zenith would not 
manufacture black-and-white sets (in 1946) 
such would become obsolete 
within a year or two. 

The RCA statement concludes: “Zenith 
is now in patent litigation with RCA and 
Mr. MacDonald’s last ill-chosen blast is an 
obvious maneuver on his part related to 
the action now pending in Federal Court.” 

In its ads on the color TV situation, the 
Philco Corporation emphasized that the ap- 
proved system was “not the work of any 
one company.” It then listed more than 42 
“organizations” as “some” of those “whose 
combined knowledge and strength are re- 
sponsible for the system that won final FCC 
approval.” 


ible color 


because sets 


Gregory Forms Company 
HOLLYWOOD: Paul Gregory, stage pro- 
ducer, has formed Paul Gregory Productions 
and has said he will personally produce two 
pictures annually under that insignia. Charles 
Laughton, has been associated with 
Mr. Gregory in his theatrical enterprises, 
will be similarly related to his film produc- 
tions 


who 


34 


Columbia Sets 3-Film 
Deal with Warwick 


Columbia Pictures has concluded a three- 
picture deal wtih Warwick Productions, 
headed by Irving Allen and Albert R. Bro- 
colli. The first picture they will make is 
“Prize of Gold,” screenplay by R. C. Sher- 
riff with Mark Robson directing. The sec- 
ond property will be “Cockleshell Hills” 
and the third is as yet untitled. Warwick 
already has completed two films for Colum- 
bia release, “Paratrooper” and “Hell Below 
Zero,” both starring Alan Ladd. The third, 
‘The Black Knight,” with Ladd, is 
currently in production. 


also 


Gross Good 
In Canada 


TORONTO: Despite the introduction of 
television in some areas of Canada during 
1953, motion picture theatre 
throughout the country have held up re- 
markably well, with better quality films and 
the introduction of new screen techniques 
boosting attendances especially in the latter 
months of the year, according to the year- 
end message sent to stockholders by John 
J. Fitzgibbons, president and managing di- 
rector of Famous Players Canadian Cor- 
poration. 

Mr. Fitzgibbons said he expected 1954 
attendances to hold up as well as those in 
1953 and maybe even to better them, since 
favorable economic conditions and high em- 
ployment levels are expected to continue 
during the coming months. 

Reporting on the recent Telemeter tests 
in Palm Springs, Calif., Mr. Fitzgibbons 
said: “Your company has the Canadian 
franchise for Telemeter and the time is 
not far distant when Telemeter experiments 
will be conducted in Canada.” 

He reported that the company is interested 
in two television stations now under con- 
struction. One is in Quebec City and the 
other at Kitchener, Ontario. Mr. Fitzgib- 
bons also pointed out that the final quarter 
disbursement “brings the total dividend pay- 
ments per share for 1953 up to the total 
amount paid per share for the year ending 


December 31, 1952.” 


"Eddie Cantor Day' 


Sparks Premiere 

The day having been designated “Eddie 
Cantor Day” in Beverly Hills, Warners’ 
“The Eddie Cantor Story” opened at the 
Warners’ Beverly Theatre there Tuesday 
evening, with the comedian and 800 others 
of prominence attending. Among guests 
were Governor Goodwin Knight, Lieutenant 
Governor Harold J. Powers, Mayor Norris 
Poulson of Los Angeles, Mayor F. E. Fisher 
of Beverly Hills. David Tannenbaum, 
3everly Hills councilman, presented Mr. 
Cantor with a scroll, noting his charitable 
activities. Lobby events included an NBC 
radio network ceast-to-coast program, and 
TV over ABC. 


attendances 


TV Set Total 
4.230.000 in 
Year 1933 


WASHINGTON: Production of television 
sets in 1953 will total about 7,250,000 sets, 
according to a prediction by Robert C. 
Sprague, chairman of the board of the Radio- 
Electronics-Television Manufacturers Asso- 
siation. 

This would compare to the 1950 record 
of about 7,460,000 sets and to a 1952 pro- 
duction of 6,096,279 sets. 

Mr. Sprague predicted that 1953 retail 
sales would set a new record, topping the 
1950 record of about 6,500,000 sets. Sales 
last year totaled 6,144,990. 

“With good merchandising,” and without 
any major general economic recession, sales 
in 1954 should run at least 6,000,000, the 
RETMA official declared. He said most 
manufacturers felt that black and white 
receivers would continue to constitute the 
bulk of set sales “for years to come.” 

“All agree,” he continued, “that relatively 
few color receivers will be available in 1954, 
and that these of necessity will be very high 
priced and will have screens that are small 
in comparison with the 'arger screen black 
and white sets available at one-third the 
price or less. 

“Certainly, color TV programs will be 
distinctly in the minority for a long while, 
despite understandable ballyhoo that will 
attend color broadcasts in 1954. Sponsors 
will be slow to spend money for color pro- 
grams so few persons will be able to see, 
except in black and white. Color with all 
its advantages is not likely to displace black 
and white telecasts for many years, if ever.” 


Newspaper Strike Cuts Down 
Grosses in Minneapolis 


Minneapolis “Loop” and _ neighborhood 
houses suffered an estimated 25 to 40 per 
cent loss in business in the pre-Christmas 
week as a result of a strike of “Minneapolis 
Star Tribune” truck drivers which halted 
newsstand and home deliveries for six days. 
Both circuit and independent exhibitors 
agreed, however, that the strike couldn’t 
have been better timed, coming at a period 
when business is usually bad in any case. 
The Minnesota Amusement Company, oper- 
ator of four Loop and four neighborhood 
houses, softened the blow somewhat by buy- 
ing extra radio and TV spots and charter- 
ing a sound truck. Other houses did the 
same. 


Buy Half Interest in KOIN 
PORTLAND, ORE.: M. J. Frey, publisher 
of the Portland “Oregonian,” has purchased 
a half interest in the Mt. Hood Radio and 
Television Broadcasting Corp., operators of 
KOIN, AM and FM, and television station 
KOIN-TV. Ted Gamble is president of the 
corporation. 


MOTION PICTURE HERALD, JANUARY 2, 1954 








Allied Artists 


HIAWATHA: Vincent Edwards, Yvette Dugay-—Not 


exactly an inspired effort, but good entertainment all 
the same. Played with the Bowery Boys’ “Jalopy” 
(AA) to business which definitely helped us out on 


the week. Played Thursday, Friday, Saturday, No- 


vember 5, 6, 7.--W. R. Shepherd, Regent Cinema, 
South Shields, England. 

LOOSE IN LONDON: Powery Boys—Double billed 
this one with an old Rogers’ and played them on 
Beggar’s night and Hallowe’en night, expecting 
“nothing.” Had a big carnival on Hallowe’en night 
which everybody in the county attends annually, but 


the box office receipts held up regardless. From now 
on I'll hold to the belief that this combination can’t 
be beat! Played Friday, Saturday, October 30, 31.— 
Marcella Smith, Vinton Theatre, McArthur, Ohio 


Columbia 


CHINA VENTURE: Edmond O’Brien, Barry Sulli 
van—A very good war operations picture and O.K. 
for small town exhibitors. Did fairly well on Saturday, 


but down on Friday. Played Friday, Saturday, Decem- 


ber 4, 5.—Dick Smith, Albany Theatre, Albany, Ind. 

PARIS MODEL: Marilyn Maxwell, Paulette God- 
dard—We were zble to get this hot and thought wé 
might be getting something, but it turned out to be 
lower half double feature material. Running time was 
i.cst given as 90 minutes; the print we received ran 
81 minutes. Now I see by the latest Herald that it 
has been cut to 59 minutes. If you are a small town 
and depending on a single feature, my advice would 
be to skip it. Did poor business. Played Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, December 15, 16, 17.—Dick 
Smith, Albany Theatre, Albany, Ind. 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 


BRIGHT ROAD: 
Teamed this 
Lassie’ (MGM) 


Robert Horton, Dorothy Dandridge 
with the reissue of “Challenge to 
and the audience was most enthusi 
astic. We had three ministers, who usually are very 
critical, return to see “Bright Road” a second time. 
Although an all-Negro cast, you forget all that as you 
become so engrossed in the picture. Wonderful for 
kids’ matinee and adults also. Did above usual week- 
end business. Small town and rural patronage. Played 
Friday, Saturday, December 11, 12.—D. P. Savage. 


Capitol Theatre, Listowel, Ont., Canada. 
LILI: Leslie Caron, Mel Ferrer—Don’t pass this pic- 
ture up. It has everything your customers will like. 


The adults will 
can go along 
Small town 


Also do not bill it as a kids’ picture. 
rave more than the juveniles. MGM 
any time on pictures like this. It’s great. 


and rural patronage. Played Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday, December 2, 3, 4—D. P. Savage, Capitol 
Theatre, Listowel, Ont., Canada.. 

LILI: Leslie Caron, Mel Ferrer—A picture with a 
different angle. All who saw it liked it. Lots of 
appeal for children in the puppet show. Didn’t do 
very well at the box office, but it’s a good picture 
just the same. Played Sunday, Monday, December 


6, 7.—Dick Smith, Albany Ind. 

LOVELY TO LOOK AT: 
Howard Keel—Good picture 
remarks from customers.—W. P. 
tre, Waterville, Wash. 


a TOWN GIRL: Jane Powell, Farley Granger 
Good picture with good color and good stars, but I 
mi ade a mistake in showing this picture during local 


Theatre, Albany, 
Kathryn 
with good color. 
Brown, Nifty 


Grayson, 
Favorable 


Thea- 


“County Fair’ week. Played Wednesday, September 
16.—W. P. Brown, Nifty Theatre, Waterville, Wash. 
PLYMOUTH ADVENTURE: Spencer Tracy, Gene 
Tierney—Not so good for my town. Picture scenes 
good, but my patrons just did not care for it. Re- 
ceipts below average. Played Saturday, Sunday, Sep- 
tember 12, 13.—W .P. Brown, Nifty Theatre, Water- 


ville, Wash. 
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theatremen serve one another with information about the box office performance of 
product—providing a service of the exhibitor for the exhibitor. ADDRESS REPORTS 
What the Picture Did for Me, Motion Picture Herald, Rockefeller Center, New York 20. 


Paramount 


BLAZING FOREST: John Payne, Susan Morrow 


Good forest fire type of picture that my patrons like 
Good color. Had many favorable remarks. Best log 
ging picture in four years with good forest scenes 
Tough competition by local benefit firemen’s danc« 
kept receipts dewn.-W. P trown, Nifty Theatre 
Waterville, Wash. 

CADDY, THE: Martin & Lewis, Donna Reed—Silly 
as ever, but they seem to have a following. The first 
show to have any extra drawing power in several 
weeks. Played Sunday, Monday, December 13, ‘ 
Rowell Brothers, Idle Hour Theatre, Hardwick, Vt. 

CARRIE: Jennifer Jones, Laurence Olivier—-Good 
acting but very poor show for small towns. Very 
much over-rated—my customers came out holding 
their noses. Lost my shirt on this one.—W. P. Brown, 
Nifty Theatre, Waterville, Wash. 

COME BACK. LITTLE SHEBA: Burt Lancaster, 
Shirley Booth—This is a natural for any situation. 
Wonderful acting. Did above average at the box 
office. Very small town, rural patronage. Played 
Saturday, Sunday, November 28, 29.—J. R. Snavely, 
Leith Opera House, Leith, N. Dak. 


DARLING, HOW COULD YOU: Joan Fontaine, 


John Lund—No competition on this one and no com 
plaints. Good picture, receipts average ’. P. Brown, 
Nifty Theatre, Waterville, Wash. 

JUST FOR YOU: Bing Crosby, Jane Wyman—Good 
entertaining picture which was well received by my 
audience. Above average receipts.—W. Brown, 
Nifty Theatre, Waterville, Wash. 

ROMAN HOLIDAY: Gregory Peck, Audrey Hep 
burn—An excellent film, generally enjoyed. However, 
it did not have any drawing power and did a —_ 
gross. Played Sunday, Monday, December 6, 
Rowell Brothers, Idle Hour Theatre, Hardwick, Vt 


Republic 


QUIET MAN, THE: Maureen O’Hara, 

Played this one too late but did better business than 
IT expected. This is a very beautiful picture with 
beautiful color. Comments good from all who saw it 
Played Sunday, Monday, November 15, 16.—James 
Hardy, Shoals Theatre, Shoals, Ind. 


John Wayne 


Twentieth Century-Fox 


GENTLEMEN PREFER BLONDES: Marilyn Mog 
iT 


roe, Jane Russell—There is growing resistance 
smaller communities to increased prices, and patrons 
did not think this picture worth the advance. Had 
more complaints on this than any for some _ time 
Film good but maybe too subtle for rural communi 
ties. Played Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thurs 
day, December 7. 8 9, 10.—D. P. Savage, Capitol 
Theatre, Listowel, Ont., Canada. 

. 

Universal 

ABBOTT & COSTELLO GO TO MARS: Bud Ab 
bott, Lou Costello—All I can say for this picture is 
that it did above average Selene both nights. Just 
a fair comedy. These two are beginning to get old 
and they don’t do so well any more. Played Thurs 
day, Friday, November 12, 13.—James Hardy, Shoals 


Theatre, Shoals, Ind. 


. . « the original exhibitors’ reports department, established October 14, 
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CITY BENEATH THE SEA: Robert R M 
Powers—If your patrons like water pictures wit 
little suspense, this will please them. Di ist xe 
at the box office here. Good color and nove o 
Very small town and rural patronage Play Sat 
urday, Sunday. December 5, 6.—J. R. Sma Leit 
Opera House, Leith, N. Dak 

CRUEL SEA, THE: Jack Hawkins, Dor Si 

An excellent picture which will mak el { 
of the industry You won't have any gripes thi 
one Don’t miss pl ng it Small town and rura 
patronage iived Waleaien, Thursd Fr De 
cember 2, 3, 4.—D. P. Savage, Capitol The Listo 
wel, Ont., Canada 

EAST OF SUMATRA: Jeff Chand Ma I 
Maxwell—Another good Universal production ir l 
Plenty of action and comedy relic Well like ne 
did fairly good business Played Sund Monday 
November 29, 30.—Dick Smith, Alba Theat \l 
bany, Ind 

FRANCIS COVERS THE BIG ta wn Dona 
O’Connor, Yvette Dugay—This series iys brings 
extra business here Same routine cting, but 
still brings them in Played to above average busi 
ness both nights Played Sunday, Monday, Novem 
ber 22, 23.—James Hardy, Shoals Theatre, Shoals, 

IT CAME FROM OUTER SPACE: Richard Car 
son, Barbara Rush—Good enough science fiction type 
of picture, but did onl 1 fair business. Played Fr 
day, Saturday, December 11, 12.—Dick Sm Albar 
Theatre, Albany, Ind 

MISSISSIPPI GAMBLER: Tyrone Power Piper 
Laurie—Good color, and that is all—the lowest é 
we've had in a long time It certain! loe 
serve the percentage Universal is charging for t 
Small towns should leave this one alone Ve smal 
town, rural patronage Played Saturday and Sunday 
November 21, J. R. Snavel Leith Oper H 
Leith, N. Dak 
REDHEAD FROM WYOMING: Maureen O’'H 
Alex Nicol—Another good western from Universa 
with excellent color Good for a1 small tow: pla 
t, you can’t go wrong Universal westerns are all 
good and the price is also right. Had average busi 
ness both nights Played Wedneday, Thur 
November 18, 19.—-James Hardy Shoals Theat 
Shoals, Ind 
Warner Bros. 

BY THE LIGHT OF THE SILVERY MOON 
Doris Day, Gordon MacRae—Here is a picture that 
should go well in any situation This one is full o 
lively entertainment with lots of cowboys ist what 
my patrons like Play it—you can’t go wrot t 
will please young and old Just made to f fe 
small towns. Play it by all means ‘layed Thurs 
day, Frida November 2¢ 7.—James Hard Shoa 
Theatre, Shoals, Ind 
LION IS IN THE STREETS: James Cagney, Bat 
bara Hale—Another “Kingfish” story which was not 
liked much here Did very r business Playe 
Sunday, Monday, November D Smit! Al 
any Theatre, Albany, Ind. 

SO BIG: Jane Wyman, Sterling Hayden—This i 
the third make of this picture, and it’s good, Perf 
for small town exhibitors. Anyone who doesn’t like 
this picture wouldn’t like any picture. The producers 
should dig up some more of this kind. Did fair busi 
ness. Played Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Novem 
ber 17, 18, 19.—Dick Smith, Albany Theatre, Albany, 


Ind. 
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FILM BUYERS RATING 


Film buyers of independent circuits in the U. S. rate current 
product on the basis of its performance in their theatres. This 
report covers 126 attractions, 5,697 playdates. 


Titles run alphabetically. Numerals refer to the number of en- 
gagements on each attraction reported. The tabulation is cumula- 
tive. Dagger (+) denotes attractions published for the first time. 
Asterisk (*) indicates attractions which are listed for the last 
time. 


EX means Excellent; AA—Above Average; AV—Average; 
BA—Below Average; PR—Poor. 


AV BA PR 


15 


17 
17 


Lt 


15 
3 
29 
5 
16 
12 


EX 


A. & C. Meet Mr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde ( Univ.) - 
Actress, The (MGM).... 

Affairs .* Dobie Gillis, The (MGM) 

Afte, * Vith a Stranger (RKO) 

All-American (Univ.) . 

All the Brothers Were Valiant (MGM) 

All | Desire ( Univ.) 

Appointment in Honduras (RKO) 

Arena (MGM) 

Arrowhead (Para.) 


a 
> 


nN 
Woenodcui NI — 
Ini oO) nwnn— 


Back to God's Country (Univ.) 2 
Band Wagon, The [MGM) 46 
Big Heat (Col.) 9 2 
Big Leaguer, The (MGM) 24 
Blowing Wild (WB) 23 
Blueprint for Murder, A (20th-Fox) - - 6 
Botany Bay [ Para.) 6 


nN 
[_onot—_— 


1 


Caddy, The (Para.) 

Caiamity Jane (WB) 

Charge at Feather River, The (WB) 
City of Bad Men (20th-Fox) 

City That Never Sleeps (Rep.) 
Clipped Wings (AA).. 

Conquest of Cochise (Col.) 

Cruel Sea, The (Univ.).... 
Cruisin’ Down the River (Col.) 


—-n 
~s~IloO-OMOWW 
o—p | nAaANS — 


NR 


uo 


Dangerous Crossing (20th-Fox}.. 
Dangerous When Wet (MGM) 
Devil's Canyon (RKO) 

Dream Wife (MGM) 


now 


East of Sumatra ( Univ.) 
Escape from Fort Bravo (MGM) 


Lad 


Farmer Takes a Wife (20-Fox) 
5,000 Fingers of Dr. T., The {Col.) 
Flame of Calcutta (Col.) 

Flight Nurse (Rep.) 

Flight to Tangier ( Para.) 

49th Man, The (Col.) 

Francis Covers the Big Town (Univ.) 
From Here to Eternity (Col.) 


Nw 
wonsni-n!iti=- 


b 
Ww 


Gentlemen Prefer Blondes (20th-Fox) 
Girl Next Door, The (20th-Fox) 
Glory Brigade, The (20th-Fox) 
Golden Blade, The ( Univ.) 

Great Sioux Uprising, The ( Univ.) 
Gun Belt (UA) 


Cmank 


Half a Hero (MGM) 
Hondo (WB) 

Houdini (Para.) 

How to Marry a Millionaire (20th- Fox) 


Nn 
Oo 


1, the Jury (UA) 

Inferno (20th-Fox) 

Island in the Sky (WB) 

It Came from Outer Space ( Univ.) 


nN 
ropa Ww 


Jamaica Run (Para.) 


Kid from Left Field, The (20th- ol 


Kiss Me Kate (MGM)... 


Last Posse, The (Col.).. 

Latin Lovers (MGM) 

Let's Do It Again (Col.).. 

Lili (MGM es 

Lion Is in the Streets, A “(WB).. 
Little Boy Lost (Para.) 


Main Street to Broadway (MGM) 
Man from the Alamo (Univ.). . 
Marry Me Again (RKO) 
Marshal's Daughter, The (UA) 
Martin Luther (de Rochemont) 
Master of Ballantrae, The Ine 
Maze, The (AA) 

Melba (UA) 

Mission Over Korea (Col. ). 
Mister Scoutmaster (20th-Fox) 
Mogambo (MGM) .... 

Moon Is Blue, The (UA) 
Moonlighter, The (WB) 


Nebraskan, The (Col.) 
99 River Street (UA) 


Pickup on South Street (20th-Fox) 
Plunder of the Sun (WB) 


Return to Paradise (UA) 
Ride Vaquero (MGM) 
Robe, The (20th-Fox) 
Roman Holiday (Para.) 


Sabre Jet (UA) 

Sailor of the King (20th- Fox) 
Salome (Col.) 

Scandal at Scourie (MGM) 
Scared Stiff (Para.) 

Sea Around Us, The (RKO) 

Sea Devils (RKO) 

Second Chance not 

Shane (Para.) ... 

Shark River (UA)... 

Sins of Jezebel (Lippert) 

Siren of Bagdad (Col.) 

tSky Commando (Col.).... 
Slight Case of Larceny, A savant 
So Big (WB).. 

So This Is Love (WB)... 

Son of Belle Starr (AA) ‘ 

South Sea Woman (WB) 

Split Second (RKO) 

Stalag 17 (Para.).. 

Stand at Apache River ‘(Univ.). . 
Story of Three Loves, The (MGM) 
Stranger Wore a Gun, The (Col.) 
Sweethearts on Parade (Rep.) 
Sword and the Rose, The (RKO) 


Take the High Ground (MGM). 
Take Me to Town (Univ.)..... 
Tarzan and the She-Devil (RKO) 
Those Redheads from Seattle sear 
Thunder Bay (Univ.).. 

Thunder Over the Plains (WB). 
Torch Song (MGM). 

tTumbleweed (Univ.) ... 


Valley of Headhunters (Col.) 
Vanquished, The (Para.) 
Veils of Bagdad ( Univ.) 

Vice Squad (UA) 

Vicki (20th-Fox) 


War Paint (UA) 

War of the Worlds (Para. ). 
White Witch Doctor (20th- Fox) 
Wings of the Hawk ( Univ.) 


AA AV 
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HARLIE JONES said it again, but 
he was talking about all the short- 


comings in the pressbooks, when he 
remarked that you couldn't sell all of the 
pictures he runs at the Dawn theatre, Elma, 
Iowa, on any proper exploitation basis. Of 
course, you can’t, and nobody expects the 
manager of the theatre that uses three 
changes a week to do so. 

Pressbooks are not perfect, but we've said 
it before, and we say it again-—there’s not 
so much wrong with the pressbook makers 
as with the pressbook users. If any manager 
expects to find 150 different varieties of sell- 
ing approach in a year’s pressbooks, he is 
doomed to failure. Nor should he expect 
any such thing, for his audience couldn’t 
take it, even if he batted his brains out, 
trying for the impossible. 

We've been in small towns enough to 
know that the loyal public who patronize 
their own local theatres, don’t expect any 
such display of pure showmanship. It has 
to be maintained as salesmanship for the 
theatre itself, rather than for an oncoming 
horde of masterpieces, with strategy to 
match. Theatres that change three times a 
week have an opportunity to offer their 
preferred time on Sundays, Mondays and 
Tuesdays for top pictures; they can provide 
the best possible adult entertainment on 
Wednesday and Thursday, and give the 
family action and excitement on Friday and 
Saturday. Most theatres in this class are 
without competition in their own areas. 

With such an opportunity—sell the thea- 
tre, first, last and always. Build—and hold 
—your place in community affairs. Keep 
that close personal touch with your patrons, 
and you'll never run dry at the box office. 
Ideas for special handling are for films that 
deserve special treatment—and to any one 
who knows this business, small town thea- 
tres can’t afford to oversell any attraction. 
Their business consists of hills and valleys 
—if they drive too hard for one picture, 
they drop into a decline on the next. If that 
sounds like heresy to big-town operators, 
just remember that it’s the small towns that 
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GOOD MANAGEMENT 


When RKO Theatres in New York recent- 
ly sold two of their oldest houses, the RKO 
Orpheum, Brooklyn, and the RKO Proctor's 
125th Street, they made it clear that these 
theatres were being abandoned—because 
they were "too old to be economically 
sound, and their neighborhoods had de- 
teriorated."" The buildings are to be con- 
verted to non-theatrical purposes, since 
each has been operated for more than 
forty years. 

Thus, the public is spared another false 
report of theatres closing, for it is cheer- 
fully admitted that theatrical real estate 
does wear out, and neighborhoods do 
change, to make further theatre operation 
unprofitable. Leaving such a matter in 
midair as an unanswered question dis- 
credits film industry, raises the point that 
there must be something wrong with mo- 
tion pictures—instead of proving, as in this 
instance, that there was something very 
correct in the management. 

All over the country, there are worn-out 
theatres, and outmoded management that 
continues to pile up the deficit accumulat- 
ing in the record of theatre closings. 
Actually, the management is worn out; the 
theatres are decrepit. Just because such 
houses were good three or four decades 
ago is no sign that motion pictures as enter- 
tainment are deteriorating now. 





have the closest contact with the public, and 
deserve loyal support. 

Some small town operators make the mis- 
take of increasing the number of changes to 
stimulate business. That is a mistake, for 
there is no theatre, anywhere in the world, 
that should offer more than three programs 
a week and those, preferably single feature 
bills with the proper short subjects. If they 
want more, let ’em spend 7% hours a day 
looking at television—but you keep your 
stability and your sanity. 


An International Association of Motion Picture Showmen—Walter Brooks, Director 


Nobody Expects to Exploit ISO Films a Year 


@ THE ROUND TABLE has 
lieved in the use of heralds, 
showmen neglect because they 


always be- 
which 


some 
think they 
But the opposite is true, 
for real old-fashioned showmanship often 
heralds, and small situations 
literally “key their campaigns” with the uss 
of heralds, which contain all the best sell 
ing approach. 


are old-fashioned. 


depends on 


Now, we're glad to print a that 
reaches this desk—that exhibitors showing 
the independent film, “Martin Luther” have 
ordered the total of 9,200,000 
heralds! The picture, produced by Louis de 
Rochemont and distributed by National 
Screen Service, has set an all-time record. 
The nearest approach to it was 8,000,000 
heralds for “The Greatest Show on Earth” 
—then six million for “Samson and Delilah” 
and 4,500,000 for “Battleground.” 

In 1945, at Metro, we discovered that a 
previous high in distribution for heralds had 
been 1,500,000 but that the then-current 
print-order was only 150,000. Since that 
time, over and over again, we have urged 
managers who would 


rumor 


tremendous 


be showmen, to re 
discover and use heralds. 


MN 


@ WE ARE REMINDED of a 
theatre, which has reported in The 
HERALD that ideally situated 
for a test of the relative merits of different 


unique 
been 
seems to be 


projection techniques, in these changing 
times. The Wyandotte theatre in Detroit 
has two auditoriums, and one box office. 


You pay your way in and pick your pro- 
gram by turning either left or right—or, if 
you wish, you may move from one to the 
other at your leisure. The house was origi 
nally designed to problem of 
double-bills—but now it offers a 
portunity to see two Versions of the sam« 
picture, either in 2-D or 3-D, when the 
productions are available both ways. They 
say that seven out of ten prefer to pay an 
additional dime for special viewers, to see 
the 3-D variety. —Walter Brooks 


solve the 


great Op- 










Smart Showing 


Of Sponsored 
Street Parade 


TOM MUCHMORE, writing from Canoga Park, 
California, says this is the best Christmas Parade 
they ever had. With 108 members of his local 
Chamber of Commerce cooperating with the 
theatre, they pulled a crowd of 20,000 in a town of 
half that population, for a grand event, with plenty 
of popular appeal and sales approach. 


Horses, horses, 
lots of nice horses, 
including the match- 
ed teams, at right— 
with the prize horses 
and riders that you 
may find in many 
situations, and the 
High School Bands, 
to make it a com- 
munity affair. 
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British Win SHOWMEN IN ACTION 


World Trips 


Two letters in the Round Table mail, from 
opposite sides of the globe, reveal the world 
travels of two prize-winning British man- 
agers.” From Lim Keng Hor, of Associated 
Theatres, Ltd., manager of the Cathay Cin- 
ema, Singapore, comes the interesting news 
that old friend and Round Table member, 
F. J. Smidmore, manager of the Odeon cin- 
ema, Manchester, England, has just arrived 
in Singapore, en route to Australia. 

Mr. Smidmore was first prize winner in 
Odeon’s International Showmanship compe- 
tition for the exploitation of “A Queen Is 
Crowned’”’—and he won a trip to any coun- 
try of his choosing in the sterling area. So, 
he went by Comet jet plane, flying eastward 
from London, and was guest of honour at a 
welcoming party given by the Cathay organ- 
ization in the exclusive Hollywood Room, 
which is one of the attractive features of the 
new $4,000,000 super-Odeon theatre, during 
the one-night stop-over in Singapore on his 
way to Sydney. Since it’s just as far, coming 
home via Canada and New York, we hope 
to see him here. The Cathay organization, 
headed by Mr. Loke Wan Tho, operates 
three major first run theatres in Singapore, 
and is well known in cinema circles through- 
out America and the United Kingdom. 

Also, a bulletin from Peter Burnup in 
London, tells us that Douglas Ewin, whose 
picture appears below, will take his prize- 
winning trip to New York in the near future. 
The report of his award as the Champion 
Showman of the Associated British Cinemas, 
appeared in the Round Table recently. And, 
if he gets across Canada to Vancouver, he 
will meet more prize-winning showmen and 
be half way around the world on his way 
home. We admire the style of the presenta- 
tion at the classic Royal Pavillion in Brigh- 
ton, with Mr. D. J. Goodlatte, head of 
England’s largest theatre circuit, presiding. 
Associated British Cinemas have the largest 
number of Round Table members of any 
single circuit in the world. 


Earle Holden's Givtitinas Ad 
From Staff of His Theatres 


Earle M. Holden, city manager for the 
Lucas» State and Avon theatres in Savan- 
nah, “sends us a copy of his Chrisimas 
Greeting advertisement as published in Sav- 
annah papers, which extends the compli- 
ments of the seasons to friends and neigh- 
bors, with appreciation for their patronage, 
over the signatures of nine members of the 
managerial department, seven members of 
the projection staff, six of the concessions 
staff, 22 members of the service staff, 16 
members of the cleaning department and 
one member each of the art department 
and engineering department. It shows the 


public the size of the local employed force 
in three theatres, and gives some idea of 
the dimensions of the job they do, at a time 
when the public is conscious of dimensions 
as to pictures. 
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Matt Saunders, manager of Loew’s Poli 
theatre, Bridgeport, used a big publicity mat, 
s.x columns wide, as the basis for a special 
layout in the Bridgeport Sunday Post, for 
“How to Marry a Millionaire.” 


Lou Cohen and Al , ame of Loew’s Poli 
theatre, Hartford, worked with Ed Laurie 
of the United Artists field exploitation staff, 
on the New England premiere of ‘Capt. 
John Smith and Pocahontas.” 


v 

Col. Bob Cox, of Schine’s Kentucky thea- 
tre, Lexington, Ky., has a continuing, co- 
operative ad contest running in the local 
Leader, using full pages, with prizes for 
those who find clues. 

Bob Carney, manager of Loew’s Poli 
theatre, Waterbury, Conn., files some snap- 
shots of his front display and window tieups 
on “Kiss Me Kate” and “Quo Vadis.” 


Max Cooper, manager of Skouras’ Cove 
theatre Glen Cove, L. I., got a double play 
with cooperative advertising for the open- 
ing of “Kiss Me Kate’ and of the new 
Bohack super-market. 

v 

Murray manager of Skouras’ 
Plaza theatre, Englewood, N. J., had good 
newspaper breaks and excellent publicity 


Spector, 


for his tieup with local schools, as exploita- 
tion for “All American.” 


Jack Foxe repeating that huge Cinema- 
Scope poster display in the lobby of Loew’s 
Capitol theatre, Washington, for “Knights 
of the Round Table’—which he introduced 
originally for “The Robe.” It utilizes 24- 
sheet poster cut-outs, with ’Scope. 






Geo. J. Forhan, manager of the Belle 
theatre, Belleville, Ontario, used a sponsored 
herald on “Gilbert and Sullivan”—and had 
4000 of them printed and distributed by a 


cooperatiy e advertiser. 


George Pugh, manager of Schine’s Rialto 
theatre, Glens Falls, N. Y., has made an ar 
rangement with St. Mary's Academy to pre 


sent their senior play in the theatre, on 
Feb. 24th 
And Stanley Rowland, manager of 


cr 
Schine’s Ritz theatre, Granville, N. Y., has 
a benefit set for the 
Granville High School, with the attraction 
to be the film, “All 


students selling the tickets, doot 


senior class of the 


and the 
to door. 


American” 


John Balmer, manager of Walter Reade’s 
theatres in Plainfield, N. J., 
and effective newspaper ad for “Little Boy 
Lost” at the Strand theatre. The 
space also has room for reference to othe 


provided a neat 
+-column 


Reade theatre attractions, and Reade theatr 
ticket books for Christmas. 

v 
Parkhurst’s books, 
covering the last weeks of his 1953 season 


Pearce campaign 


at the Lansing Drive-In, Lansing, Mich., 
entered for the Quigley Awards in_ the 
fourth quarter. Pearce and family, mean 
while, are en route to the East Coast of 
Florida 

John Burke, manager of Fabian Fox 


3rooklyn theatre is another whose final cam 
paigns for the year are in hand, to be en 
tered for the Quigley 
Closing 


Awards in the last 
date is 


New 


quarter 
corner—right after 


just around the 


Year's. 





D. J. Goodlatte, managing director of Associated British Cinemas, Ltd., congratulates 
Mr. Dougias Alfred Claude Ewin, who is declared “Champion Manager of the Circuit'""— 
high honors for a highly personable and capable young man from the largest chain of 
theatres in England, for the six points of good management—good showmanship, good 


housekeeping, public relations, salesmanship, staff relations and administration. 


We're 


expecting Doug in New York, on his prize-winning trip. 














You'll find Tom Muchmore’s Christmas 
Parade on the picture page in this week’s 
Round Table, but it takes discussion of an 
affair like this to bring out the salient facts. 
We have been listening for the inevitable 
question irom those who can’t believe that 
this is of importance to themselves. 

In the first place, Tom Muchmore is an 
accomplished publicist and promotion man, 
and a member of the Round Table since 
1936. He stepped out, three years ago, to 
take the Sonja Henie show, but now he’s 
back in our business. A year ago he bought 
the Canoga Park theatre in a suburban town 
of 10,000, outside of Los Angeles. Perhaps 
it was one of those desirable theatres that 
had to be divested, and it gives him a chance 
to demonstrate what he so firmly believes, 
that the theatre in a local trading area must 
be the center of community events, if it is 


to survive and prosper. 


His Idea Was to Build 
Community Service 


His first move in public relations was to 
run a co-op campaign for the Catholic 
Youth Foundation, which returned $600 for 
their benefit and was profitable to the house 
in dollars as well as in diplomacy. Then, he 
did the same thing, in a variation, for the 
Boy Scouts, netted them $195 for 
their own purposes. Then, he donated the 
use of the theatre on Sunday mornings to 
the Baptist Church, until they were able to 
So, in a year, he got 


which 


build a new church. 
around over the community and managed to 
make friends in all quarters, and for all and 
sundry of the groups involved. 

Then, came up this matter of the Christ- 
mas Parade, to stimulate business for Ca- 
noga Park merchants, and to inaugurate the 
Christmas There were 108 mer- 
chants who belonged to the local Chamber 
They were all “willing”’— 


season. 


of Commerce. 
but they weren't pulling together, and there 
was,no leadership, ner showmanship. That's 
where the theatre manager fits in. It re- 
quired his personal effort, and an obligation 
on his part to see it through, to get things 
going. Now, these same merchants can 
gloat over the fact that the parade was the 
best ever, but when the idea was born, they 
were dragging their feet. The pictures show 
how excellently he has used 
theme, in much the same way that Willis 
Shaffer has done it in Kansas. 

There are other Round Table members 
who have overcome the lethargy of mori- 
bund Chambers of Commerce and Business 
Associations—for their own profit. One is 
Harry Wiener, who staged a great Christ- 
mas event when he was located at the Smal- 
ley theatre in Johnstown, N. Y. Those 
merchants had nothing to start with—they 
wound up with a “Santa Claus Workshop” 
that was a huge success, and they raised 
$4,000 by their inspired efforts, to trim and 


horses as a 


40 


COMMUNITY SPIRIT 


MUST BE CREATED 


decorate in a town that was languishing 
after 18 months of strikes and depression. 
It was all in the personal energy and en- 
thusiasm of the theatre manager. 

Dan Dandrea, one of the very best who 
ever tackled a community job, did it at the 
Stanley theatre, in Bridgeton, N. J. His 
Chamber of Commerce was dead on its feet. 
It was hard to get more than four members 
out for a meeting, although they had a large 
membership of ostensible members, waiting 
Dan created the 
idea of breakfast meetings—and the Busi- 
ness Men’s Association picked up the check 
for each man’s breakfast, at a cost of eighty- 
five cents each. It was remarkable what a 
free breakfast did for the turnout! 
they were having capacity meetings, on the 
way to work in the morning, and the treas- 
uary was running over with funds for things 
they planned and executed, under the leader- 
ship of a natural showman and a manager. 

Tom Muchmore enters his campaign book 
on the Christmas Parade in Canoga Park 
as an entry for the Quigley Awards, which 
is welcomed. He says, “The theatre is a 
part of the community, it belongs to them, 
to be looked up to. It must be part of all 
charities, all club and organization activi- 
ties. 


for somebody else to move. 


Soon 


He has no teen-age problem, because 
they respect the theatre. He has a substan- 
tial Saturday morning show, and on Friday 
nights the teen-agers get special concessions 
for their good conduct. He suggests that his 
fellow theatre managers go into their own 
houses “as a customer’—and they may be 
surprised, and scared, to find how many 
things are wrong, from the patron's point of 
view. Running a theatre is a responsibility 
to the community which pays off in sus- 
tained business at the box office. Neglect 
the community angle, and you fight every 
kind and sort of competition. 


80 Disc Jockeys In lowa 
Salute 'Gienn Miller" 


Eighty disc-jockeys in the sovereign state 
of Iowa have formed a special network to 
exploit “The Glenn Miller Story” in the 
state’s radio stations. Ray Starr, of station 
KWWL, Waterloo, is the chairman of the 


statewide committee. More than forty of 
them are scheduled to attend the “Glenn Mil- 
ler Day” ceremonies at Clarinda, lowa on 
Wednesday, January 13th, and to see a spe- 
cial preview of the Universal picture at the 
Clarinda theatre. State and civic leaders, 
headed by Governor Beardsley, will parti- 
cipate in a special network hookup. Must 
be Glenn Miller was an Iowa boy, and we’ve 
been told that Jimmie Stewart looks like him. 


Duane Marks Tells Managers 
How He Sells Shows 


Duane Marks, manager of Schine’s Strand 
theatre, at Falls, N. Y., tells how 
he provided the sponsorship for his two 


Senaca 


Christmas shows, on December 21 and 22. 
He sold 44 merchants on the idea of sub- 
scribing $7.50 each, for the cooperative 
advertising value that would accrue to them. 
Each show was to consist of either Roy 
Rogers or a western, plus eight cartoons. 
The total underwriting gave him $330, 
which he applied as being his receipts. of 
$150 for each show, with $30 overage for 
advertising materials. What makes this a 
better story is that he had already sold two 
previous shows, for December 19 and 24, 
one to the Souhan Dairy and the other to 
Sylvania Products, both outright, and for 
similar revenue. 





Schine showmen have set a new record 
for sponsored Christmas Charles 
Tamme, manager of the Kent theatre, Kent, 
Ohio, has just signed the first one for 
Christmas, 1954. Can anyone beat that? 


shows. 


W. S. Samuels, from his new location at 
the Rita theatre, Longview, Texas, submits 
bigger and better examples of his distinctive 
roto-process heralds. 





More “Lucky 7°° Winners 





ot 








We are happy to introduce, at left above, Ted Irwin, manager of the Electric theatre, 
Larned, Kansas, receiving his $100 check as the winner in small situations for Metro's 
“All the Brothers Were Valiant" contest; next, Jesse B. White, good Round Table member, 
gets $250 as the winner in the middle category, towns of 10,000 to 100,000 population. 
Jesse is city manager for Martin theatres in Columbus, Ga,, and he has the congratulations 
of Judson Moses, MGM field man in the Atlanta territory. And at right, Matt Saunders, 
manager of Loew's Poli theatre, Bridgeport, is handed a $500 check by Phil Gravitz, MGM 
manager in New Haven, for his prize campaign in large situations. 









MOTION PICTURE HERALD, JANUARY 2, 1954 





O 























































O 





Boesel Again 
A Contender 


H. G. Boesel, manager of the Palace thea- 
tre, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and a Quigley 
Grand Award winner, is a contender in the 
fourth quarter with several campaign books, 
representing his showmanship. He _ gets 
superior publicity pictures in the Milwaukee 
Journal on “Sabre Jet” and an excellent 
lobby display of materials supplied by the 
Air Force. On “The Big Heat” he shows 
ads that we have never seen in any press- 
book, mostly appearing in tall single column 
sizes, 

For “Pal Joey” the Palace theatre changed 
a policy of twenty years’ standing. For that 
length of time, the theatre had a straight 
picture policy; for “Pal Joey” they returned 
to the use of their stage—because ‘Pal 
Joey” was the stage version, the touring 
company, from Broadway, the Rodgers and 
Hart production. Knowing Milwaukee as 
we do, we think it’s about time there was 
another legit stage opportunity in that town, 
where stage plays have been under wraps 
for twenty years for lack of reasonable legit 
showmanship. If we are to have the op- 
position of the League of New York Thea- 
tres to any reduction in taxes 
for film theatres, it’s time for us to book 
their attractions on our terms, in available 
theatres. : 

For “Crazylegs” he had a tieup with 
Miller Brewing Company, to provide a 
“High Life” treatment—it’s good beer and 
certainly a good picture, with plenty of foot- 
ball stunts to gag up the proceedings. 


admission 


R. E. Agile, district manager for States- 
ville Theatre Corporation at Boone, N. C., 
sends a throwaway which tells the kids that 
children are free, at the Car View (in case 
they didn’t know!). 





Bob Helm, manager of the United Artists 
theatre, San Jose, Calif., introduces Duncan 
Renaldo to his audience and says he is one 
of Hollywood's most cooperative stars. Dun- 
can appeared as Grand Marshal in the com- 
munity's annual “Balloon Parade" with spon- 
sorship of the Junior Chamber of Commerce. 
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There’s More Than Meets 


The Eye-in CinemaScope 


Shareholders in 20th Century-Fox Film 
Corporation have received copies of the 
company’s new issue of “Dynamo’’—avail- 
able to every theatre owner, anywhere in 
the world, telling the extraordinary story 
of CinemaScope, and how it has been sold 
and is being sold, as “the most forward 
step in the 59 years’ history of motion pic- 
tures. The common stock of the company 
has hit a new high, and coupled with the 
split-up whereby stockholders received a 
share of National Theatres for every share 
of the parent company, the total represents 
a new value in terms of appreciation. 

Our reason for this 
convey the fact that CinemaScope is a reall) 
valuable contribution to film industry—to its 
stockholders and to theatre owners down the 
line who partake of the benefits of this new 
device. We review the substantial: book 
which is offered to prove that the company 
is ahead of schedule in providing this benefit, 
and keeping up with its obligations to ex- 
hibitors in a sincere attempt to hold both 
quality and quantity to the proper level. We 
predict that the world revolution in motion 
picture practice will reach down to the 
smallest situations, because this is our pro- 
tection against and fortification for the in- 
evitible changes that will follow. 


introduction is to 


Biggest in Film History 


Al Lichtman calls it 
perity.’ Darryl Zannuck says it is “an 
unparalleled new entertainment 
potentialities.” .A majority of exhibitor 
leaders have hailed it, and as this is written. 
83 theatres in New York City alone, are 
playing “The Robe” simultaneously, in Cin- 
emaScope. The company’s letter to share- 
holders cites the fact that 260 theatres in the 
United States and Canada have been equip 
ped for the first-run of “The Robe” and that 
the picture has grossed more than $15,000,000 
in these preliminary engagements. “The 
Robe” is expected to be seen by more people 
‘han ever witnessed any motion picture, and 
also to outgross any other picture in film 
history. In November and December alone, 
“The Robe” has opened in scores of cities 
abroad, on every continent, across the seven 
seas. A phenominal job has been done of 
reaching the world market with a new de- 
vice, in the face of insurmountable obstacles, 
and making the result secure. 

There has been criticism of Spyros Skou- 
ras for his firmness is demanding uniform 
quality, and to that policy we subscribe, for 
all the benefit of CinemaScope in smaller 


“a design for pros- 


vista of 





houses could be lost. and the whole objective 
imperiled by permitting very small theatres 
to roll their own. The foretaste of 3-D was 
hurt as much by errors in projection 
in production. We are faced with a crisis 
in our industry which must be met with a 
firm stand for quality ,and if anything s 
new is to run the risk of mediocre presenta- 
tion, home-made and inferiot 


1OSS 


generally 
equipment, then we will all face the 
of the benefits obtained. 

You may consider the present and future 
status of the equally new process, Cinerama, 
controlled by the Stanley-Warner 
This is one of the country’s largest circuits, 
they 
move slowly in making absolutely perfect 
installations, thus far limited to less than 
ten, anywhere in the world. Cinerama must 
be handled on a “legitimate theatre” basis, 


( Orp. 


operating more than 300 houses, but 


it requires a large staff and it cuts down 
on seating capacity in large theatres. But 
it has grossed $6,500,000 in its first year of 
operation, with only one attraction playing 
at advanced prices. 
push it into situations where it cannot b 


There is no hurry to 


maintained as pure Cinerama. 
We Can't Afford to Miss 


We don’t believe that small theatres need 
or want too much stereophonic sound, which, 
after all, was a development of Walt Dis 
ney’s “Fantasia” a dozen years ago. But 
the CinemaScope screen can be installed in 
houses that seat 300 and be quite as effective 
as in a house seating 3,000. The public is 
highly sensitive of what the recording fans 
call “Hi-Fi”’—for high fidelity, so sound is in 
the public mind. But wide-screen, properly 
handled is our true and most effective answe1 
to television, We can lick ’em, our business 
adversaries, on these grounds, and we sug 
gest that every Round Table member read 
up on CinemaScope, and be well grounded 
in a new art as it applies in their particula: 
situations. The book, “Dynamo” is a text 
book and forecast of thing's to come, in thi 
industry. —W.B 
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Way Out In Front For Quality, 
Fast Service and Showmanship. 


















CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 








Fifteen cents per word, money-order or check with copy. Count initials, box number and address. Minimum insertion $1.50. Four 


insertions for the price of three. Contract rates on application. No borders or cuts. Forms close Mondays at 5 P.M. Publisher 
reserves the right to reject any copy. Film and trailer advertising not accepted. Classified advertising not subject to agency 


OP 


commission. Address copy and checks: MOTION PICTURE HERALD, Classified Dept., Rockefeller Center, New York (20) 





NEW EQUIPMENT 


BOOKS 


USED EQUIPMENT 





MASONITE MARQI IEE Say FIT WAG- 
; 10”—60c 











ner, Adler, Bevelite igns, i 8” —50c : 
12"—85ce; 14”—$1.2 16” 1% pod color. S. O. S. 
CINEMA SUPPL y CORP . 02 W. 52nd St., New 
York 19 
WIDE SCREEN PRESENTATION PAYS OFF! 
Metallic screens 9c sq. ft. Prompt shipments Koll- 
morgen lenses. Everything for Cinemascope. S. O. S. 
CINEMA SU | CORP., 602 W. 52nd St., New 
York 19, N. 
HELP WANTED 

EXPERIENCED GENERAL MANAGER FOR 
new deluxe 1200-car Indianapolis outdoor theatre 
Good salary and earnings participation for right active 
man with experience in drive-in theatre operation plus 
big food and concession business. No film buying 
Year round employment. Paid vacation. Reply giving 


JOE CANTOR 


fications, references, availability. 
N. Meridi an St., Indianapolis 
THEATRE AND MANAGER 
Large independent Pennsylvania drive-in. No film 
buying or booking. Highly competitive situation re- 
quires digging for business. $100 per week, all year 
No off season duties. Outline experience and st»te 
what you can and are willing to do. Replies con 


fidential BOX 2754, MOTION PICTURE HERALD 


WANTED MANAG ERS WITH EXPLOITATION 
ind prome experience by theatre chain situated 
in Eastern States. Top salaries paid, Vacations, Group 
Insurance and Hospitalization. Interviews will be held 
n Chicago and New York City during January. If 
interested, give complete resume and availability for 


BOX 2756, MOTION PICTURE HERALD. 
SEATING 


ON SEATS! ALL 
Send for chair bulletin. S. 
602 W. Sand St., 











ytional 


interview 








TYPES THI 
0. S 
New 


S. O. S.—SAVE 
atre chairs from $4.95. 
CINEMA SUPPLY CORP., 
York 19. 





‘BUSINESS: BOOSTERS — 


— AKING KIDDIE GIVE AW AY. 
3 1000, $13 per 500. No C.O.D 
BOX-OFFICE STIMULATOR 
Oak! 1 


TET 
Chec« 
CO., 


RECORD 
Airplanes $25 
with order 
South 50th ¢ 


1700 


urt, awn, Il. 








“NEW SCREEN TECHNIQUES” — the new book 
that is a “must” for everybody in or connected with 
the motion picture industry—the clearly presented, 
authoritative facts about 3-D, Cinerama, CinemaScope 
and other processes—covering production, exhibition 


and exploitation--contains 26 illustrated articles hy 
leading authorities—edited by Martin Quigley, Jr. 
208 pages. Price $4.50 postpaid. QUIGLE 


“J BOOK- 
SHOP, 1270 Sixth Ave., ; 


RICHARDSON’S 


New York 20, N. 


BLUEBOOK OF PROJECTION, 
New 8th Edition. Revised to deal with the latest tech- 
nical developments in motion picture projection and 
sound, and reorganized to facilitate study and refer- 
ence, Includes a practical discussion of Television 
especially prepared for the instruction of theatre pro- 
jectionists, and of new techniques for advancement of 
the art of the motion picture. The standard textbook 
on motion picture projection and sound reproduction. 





Invaluable to beginner and expert. Best seller since 
1911. 662 pages, cloth bound, $7.25 postpaid. OU 5° EY 
BOOKSHOP, 1270 Sixth Avenue, New York 20, N. Y. 





MOTION PICTURE AND TELEVISION ALMANAC 
—the big book about your business—1953-54 edition. 
Contains over 12,000 biographies of important motion 
picture personalities. Also all industry statistics. Com- 
plete listing of feature pictures 1944 to date. Order your 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


copy today, $5.00, postage included. Send remittance to | 








yg BOOKSHOP, 1270 Sixth Avenue, New 
York 20, N. Y. 

DRIVE-IN EQUIPMENT 
REPLACE INADEQUATE, OUTWORN EQUIP- 


DeVry, Simplex and Century outfits re- 
built like new. (Send for lists). Time deals arranged. 
Incar speakers w/4” cones $15.95 pair w/junction box: 
underground cable $59M. S. O. S. CINEMA SUPPLY 
CORP., 602 W. 52nd St.. New York 19. 


STUDIO EQUIPMENT 


MAKE MONEY MAKING MOVIES — SHOOT 


ments with 














local newsreels, TV commercials, documentaries. Ar- 
range advertising tie-ups with local merchants. Film 
Production Equipment Catalog free. S. O. S. CINEMA 
SUPPLY CORP., 602 W. 52nd St., New York 19 
SERVICES 

WINDOW CARDS, PROGRAMS, HERALDS 
ph to-offset printing. CATO SHOW PRINTING CO.. 
Cato, N. Y 





DEVRYS’ BEAUTIFULLY REBUILT LIKE NEW 
$895.00; Holmes $495.00. All dual outfits with amplifier 
and speaker. Time deals arranged. S. O. S. CINEMA 
SUPPLY CORP., 602 W. 52nd St., New York 19. 


THE RATIO IS RIGHT AT STAR! BIG SCREEN 
-small cost! Lowest prices on screens and lenses! 
Write us! Ashcraft lamphouses. 14’ reflectors, re- 
huilt, $489.50 pair; E-7 mechanisms, 6 month guar- 
antee, $475.00 pair; pair Simplex-Acme projectors, 50 
ampere Suprex lamphouses RCA rotary stabilizer 
sound, heavy bases rebuilt, $1,450.00; Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year! STAR CINEMA SUPPLY, 447 
West 52nd St., New York 19. 


POSITIONS WANTED 


MANAGER 











10 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN AIL 
phases of theatre operation. Now managing 2 houses, 
both downtown, first run, one is second largest in 
the state. Proven ability with advertising and ex- 
ploitation. Excellent references. Available after first 
Benne Reason: desire change. Minimum salary 
ee Fb. week. BOX 2752, MOTION PICTURE 





THEATRE EXECUTIVE AVAILABLE. PARTIAL 
investment possibility. Handle complete chain opera- 
tion. BOX 2753, MOTION PICTURE HERALD. 


THEATRES 


FOR SALE: MONTANA THEATRES, ROUND-UP 
and Martin City. Moneymakers. No television. Wire 
McADAM, Livingston. 











PROFITABLE 


MODERN THEATRE RE 
offered lease or sale by absentee owner 
because of military service. Has 600 seats, air-condi 
tioned, 3-D equipped, off-street parking. Serves grow- 
ing community of 20,000 near midwest metropolis. 
Exclusive, early run, non-competitive film booking. 
Huge candy sales volume. 1953 gross $75,000. Can net 
over $10,000 annually. Only experienced, am 
bitious, personable individuals need inquire. References 
and onpit? required. BOX MOTION PICTURE 
HERALD. 


VERY 


luctantly for 


serious, 


2755, 





NORTHERN ILLINOIS, 
in, modern high power 
on premises. Reasonably 


PICTURE HERALD. 


NEW 500 CAR DRIVE E 
cquipment. Modern apartinent 
priced. BOX MOTION 


EF 
o/o/, 





Legion Reviews |7 Films 
And Condemns One 


The National Legion of Decency has con- 
Three Forbidden Stories” 
of suggestiveness in situations 
costuming.” It also deems morally 
tionable in part for all “The Captain’s Para- 


because 
and 


demned * 
“gross 


( »bjec- 


dise,” “Lure of the Sila” and “Man in the 
Attic.” Morally unobjectionable for adults 
are “Both Sides of the Law,” and “Captain 


John Smith and Pocahontas.” Unobjection- 


able for all are “Annapurna,” “Beneath the 
Twelve-Mile Reef”, ‘Fighter Attack”, “The 
Fighting Pimpernel”, “Geraldine”, “The 
Great Diamond Robbery”, “Heidi”, “Red 
River Shore”, “Texas Bad Man”, “Two 
Gun Marshall” and “War Arrow.” 


Felix D. Snow, an IATSE 


Vice-President, Dies 

Felix D. third vice-president of 
the International Alliance Theatrical 
Stage Employees of the United States and 
Canada, died December 25 in a hospital 


Snow, 
of 


42 


Kansas City following a recent heart attack. 


He had been business agent of Stage Em- 
ployees Local 31, Kansas City, since 1925, 


and a member of the general executive board 
of the International 1940. He had 
helped organize many unions throughout the 
middle and traveled widely as an 
IATSE man until his recent illness. 


since 


west 
field 
James Sharum 

MEMPHIS: James J. Sharum, 57, former 
Lieutenant Governor of Arkansas and owner 
of the Sharum theatre at Walnut Ridge, 
died December 23 of a heart ailment. 


Federation Will Honor 4 
At January 14 Luncheon 


Eddie Fisher, Deborah Kerr, Edwin R. 
Murrow and Bishop Fulton J. Sheen will 
honored at the annual luncheon of the 
Federation of Jewish Philanthropies of New 
York, at the Hotel Astor January 14. The 
four, according to Leonard Lyons, columnist 








be 


who will preside at the luncheon, were 
chosen “because of their outstanding 





‘8 


achievements in the media of radio, 
cording, motion pictures and the legitimate 


* 


theatre.” Harry Brandt is chairman of the 
amusement industry drive. On the dais at 
the luncheon, from the film industry, will be 
Barney Balaban, S. H. Fabian, Robert S. 
Benjamin, Harry Kalmine, William Ger- 
man, Fred J. Schwartz, Spyros Skouras and 
Harry Mandel. 


Party at Brooklyn Hospital 

Harry Garfman, Brooklyn and Queens 
business representative of the Moving Pic- 
ture Operators Local 306, New York City, 
and the Movie Social Club of Kings County, 
December 21 entertained underprivileged 
children of St. Giles Hospital, Brooklyn, 
at an annual Christmas party. 


Short Gets Syndicate Play 

“Wild Birds Winging,” RKO - Pathe 
Sportscope, has been accorded an unusual 
publicity break with the release by King 
Features Syndicate of a full page of photos 
and text based on the film. 
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The Bigamist. 


Filmakers—Impossible Dilemma 


It’s an unhappy dilemma that confronts Ed- 
mond O’Brien in “The Bigamist.” The off-beat 
theme, which Ida Lupino both directed and 
starred in, presents O’Brien as a traveling sales- 
man who is in love with his wife, but makes one 
false step in the direction of passion and finds 
himself bearing a burden of guilt and torment. 

The picture marks an earnest effort to ap- 
proach an adult theme. For the marquee, in 
addition to Miss Lupino, as the woman the pro- 
tagonist falls in love with, there are O’Brien, 
the bigamist, and Joan Fontaine. It is somber 
and absorbing drama all the way in a theme that 
is at once daring, unusual and honest. 

The story, written by Collier Young, who also 
produced, has O’Brien contentedly married to 
Miss Fontaine, who can’t have a baby. To- 
gether they share a modestly successful business 
and plan to adopt a baby. Through the normal 
procedures of this move there is an investigation 
of O’Brien which turns up some startling facts. 
One day on the road he met Miss Lupino and 
the acquaintance developed into affection. 

When subsequently she learns she is about to 
have a baby O’Brien finds himself torn by an 
impossible moral problem. He wants to do 
what is right and so marries her. Thus he is 
the bigamist. The bulk of the story unfolds 
through retrospect as Edmund Gwenn, an adop- 
tion agency representative, digs into the back- 
ground of O’Brien. 

Of course, the nature of O’Brien’s dilemma 
is one that can not know a happy resolution. 
However, its presentation is engrossing drama 
which has an enlightening effect. 

Seen at the Astor theatre in New York. Re- 
viewer's Rating: Very Good—ManveL HERBST- 
MAN. + 

Release date, 


December, 1953. Running time, 80 


minutes. PCA No. 16677. Adult audience classifica- 
tion. 

th RNS on «oda x's a ah 34 Weal tae ae Joan Fontaine 
Warry GSMO. 5 o:< 60 cinders’ on d.n0ke Edmond O’Brien 
PEG MEAP Keke a hb bwikans «tdevbascdosdaanes Ida Lupino 


Edmund Gwenn, Kenneth Tobey, Jane Darwell, Peggy 
Maley, Lillian Fontaine, Matt Dennis, John Maxwell 


. . >] 
His Majesty O’Keefe 
Warner Bros.—Adventure in the Tropics 
(Color by Technicolor) _ 

Filmed for the most part in the exotic Fiji 
Islands, “His Majesty O’Keefe” is another in 
the series of Burt Lancaster adventure films that 
do not tax the brain but are loads of fun to see. 
This one has all the usual ingredients of a South 
Seas cinema safari including the bare-chested 
hero, the proper heroine, the good fellow who 
gets killed, the natives who are led astray by 
bad white men and, of course, superb scenery 
in lush colors. However, these are all com- 
bined more entertainingly than usual and offer 
an exciting divertissement for most audiences. 

Lancaster plays a sea captain, set adrift by 
his mutinous crew, who gets to an island in 
the South Pacific. Nursed back to health there, 
he discovers that the place is teeming with co- 
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The 
islanders have no desire to pick the cocoanuts 
but would rather quarry for sacred native stones 


coanuts and its valuable extract, copra. 


on another island hundreds of miles away. 
When he returns to Hong Kong, he gets a 
ship and plans to return to the island and some- 
how gather the precious stuff. On the way, 
though, he’s forced to put in at another island 
where he meets a trader and his half-caste 
daughter. While love blossoms, he learns that 
is where the other natives get their sacred 
stones. 

By dynamiting it, he helps lighten their 
burden and thus sees a way to become a rich 
man. He returns with his bride-to-be to the 
first island, and there begins another series of 
adventures” involving other white men’s skull- 
duggery, a split between factions of the natives 
and, most of all, greed. The various groups of 
villains are dealt with and Lancaster becomes 
king of the island. 

While each reel brings another bit of ex- 
citement, it makes for a plethora of climaxes 
and almost too much of a good thing. Lancaster 
plays the leading role with the proper mixture 
of derring-do and intelligence. Joan Rice, a 
lovely British actress seen here in the recent 
Robin Hood film, plays the girl. Most of the 
natives were played by inhabitants of the 
beautiful Fiji Islands. 

Harold Hecht produced and Byron Haskin 
directed. The screenplay by Borden Chase and 
James Hill.was suggested by a novel by Law- 
rence Klingman and Gerald Green. 

Seen at the Warner Brothers screening room 
in New York. Reviewer's Rating: Very Good. 


—Jay ReEmer. 

Release date, January 16, 1954. Running time, 92 
minutes. PCA No. 16084. General audience classifica- 
tion. 

SN Geis kue ees crhasecnd chas@ec nae Burt Lancaster 
Dsus is cnc onde cabinets canes Vance saceten Joan Rice 
ME Bs cd Noks Ccncna ve ckbehscbaakiol Andre Morell 


Abraham Sofaer, Archie Savage, Benson Fong, Tessa 
Prendergast, Lloyd Berrell, Charles Horvath, Philip 
Ahn, Guy Doleman, Grant Taylor, Alexander Arch- 
dale, Harvey Adams, Warwick Ray, Paddy Mulelly, 
Jim Crawford, Mr. McLerdy, Niranjan Singh 


Saadia | 


MGM—Romance and Superstition 
(Color by Technicolor) 

The producer-director-writer who was respon- 
sible for last year’s handsome production in 
Spain of “Pandora and the Flying Dutchman,” 
Albert Lewin, took his cameras and crew to 
North Africa for “Saadia,” an exotic tale of 
today filled with romance and superstitution. 
Like its predecessor, “Saadia” is an uncom- 
monly beautiful film wich catches the spirit of 
its locale in a series of arresting scenes. It’s 
narrative, however, is an uneven mixture of 
sheer melodrama and poetic romance. The result 
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is hardly off-beat enough for the “art” treatment 
or simple enough for the action fan who likes 
his desert dramas cut on more predictable lines. 

Starring are Cornel Wilde, reigning prince 
in a small Moroccan state; Mel Ferrer, a French 
doctor, and Rita Gam, in the title role, that of 
a strange Arab girl, wild and full of elemental 
passions whose life has been dominated by the 
local sorceress. This witch, a vengeful outcast 
in the Arab community, has convinced the girl 
she has the “evil eye” and that she brings disas- 
ter to all who love her. 

It isn’t till Ferrer comes along that the girl 
questions her fate. He takes her to his clinic 
and in the process of rehabilitating her, falls in 
love with her, as does his best friend, Wilde. 
When a plague falls on the community, Saadia 
is convinced she is responsible. In a particu- 
larly exciting episode, she rides alone into the 
mountain country and single-handedly retrieves 
plague serum which is held for ransom by ban- 
dits. Thereafter, the love triangle dominates 
the action, and is happily resolved when the 
witch’s spell finally is broken and Saadia is mar- 
ried by the prince. 

Director Lewin seems to have the edge on 
author Lewin, who adapted the screen play from 
a novel by Francis D’Autheville. The story 
is full of hints of mysteries never fully revealed 
or finally resolved. Nevertheless, it is played 
with honesty by the stars, especially Miss Gam, 
who succeeds in looking delectable even under 
quantities of Arabian shirts, blouses and panta- 
loons. 

The supporting players also give quality to 
their roles. Standout feature of the film, how- 
ever, is the photography of Christopher Chal- 
lis and the color by Technicolor. In between 
its sporadic bursts of action, “Saadia” is a mean- 


dering idyll, touched with more beauty than 
excitement. 

Seen at the MGM screening room in New 
York. Reviewer's Rating: Good—VINcENT 
Canby. 

Release date, February 5, 1954. Running time, 82 
minutes. PCA No. 16678. General audience classifica- 
tion. 

Si Lahssen....... -Cornel Wilde 
Henrik ..... adn ahaddies (92% wunns .»Mel Ferrer 
Saadia we seeeecessccsseetecsensons than siete 63 Rita Gam 
Michel Simon, Cyril Cusack, Wanda Rotha, Marcel 
Poncin, Anthony Marlowe, Helene Vallier, Mahioub 


Ben Brahim, Tacques Dufilho, Bernard Farrel, Rich 
ard Johnson, Peter Copley, Marne Maitland, Edward 
Leslie, Harold Kasket, Peter Bull, Abdallah Mennebhi 


HOW TO SLEEP (RKO) 
Walt Disney Technicolor Cartoon (44,104) 

In another of Disney’s famous “How to” 
series, Goofy is the model in demonstrating 
various methods of going to sleep. It starts 
from the beginning of time and goes through 
modern day. When his boss orders him to go 
home and sleep on his own time, he’s willing 
but suddenly he can’t sleep. He tries drinking 
hot milk, counting sheep, turning on the elec- 
tric blanket, but none of the remedies work. 
A scientist is called in and he tries various 
modern methods but none of them successful. 
As a last resort he marks an “X” on Goofy’s 
head and hits him with a mallet. 
Release date: December 4, 1953 
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Pred. Rel. 
No. Title Date 
ALL-STAR COMEDIES 
pod opie — = ge. 4-6-53 
541 e Pop 
(9B) cnc ev ccveccsccces 5-14-53 
5416 Love's a Poppin’ (16) 
6411 Oh, Fad Can You Si 
C96) ccccccverccccscess 
6412 A Hunting They Did Go 
CIDVa) . nn cvccccee 10-29-53 
6413 Down The Hateh (172). 11-26-53 
6414 Doggie in the Bedroom .1-7-54 
ANIMAL CALVACADE 
565z Jungle Monarehs (10)... .1-29-53 
5653 Greyhound Capers (82). .7-30-53 
5654 Three Big Bears (7)..... 8-27-53 
ASSORTED FAVORITES 
(Reissues) 
Kiss and oy Up (18). .1-1-53 
5424 Gum — (21). ccccccece 2-19-53 
5425 Woo CEB) cc ccccccce 3-12-53 
5426 Calling, ri Fibbers 
(7) eee 4-16-53 
6421 Wife Decoy (@ pusseawen 9-17-53 
6422 Silly Billy (18)...... 10-22- 
3 Strife of The Party (16) . 12-17-53 
CANDID MICROPHONE 
5553 one. Microphone Neo. $ 
CORE) nc ccccsseces Cems 
4 Cand Microphone No 
pri “108  ipapsoangendseee 4-30 53 
6555 Candia Microphone No. 5 én 
6551 Candid Microphone No. .9-10-53 
6552 Candid Microphone No. 2.12-10-53 
COLOR FAVORITES 
(Reissues) 
5609 Make Belleve Revue 1). 8-12-53 
5610 King Midas Junior (7). -6-53 
5611 A Helping Paw (7)....... » 5-72-53 
5612 The Mad Hatter (7)..... 5-28-53 
5618 Mother Hen’s Holiday (7) .6-18-53 
5614 The Dream Kids (72)... .7-9-53 
5615 The Rocky Road to Ruin 
RR CERRO Ree 8-6-53 
6601 Carnival Courage (7)...... 9-3-53 
6602 Fiesta Time (7'/2)......- 10-8-53 
6603 Room and Bored (7)..... 11-5-53 
6604 Boy, Gun, & Birds 
., Ue 11-26-53 
6605 Skeleton Frolie (72)....12-17-53 
6606 Tree For Two (7Y2)....... 1-7-54 
6607 Way Down Yonder in the Corn 
(7) . 1-28-54 
COMEDY FAVORITES 
(Reissues) 
5434 One Toe Many (20)...... {-17-53 
5435 Yumpin’ Yiminy (17)..... 3-19-53 
5436 Hot Water (18%2).....-.. 7-16-53 
6431 Half Shot at Sunrise 
COD cesnscaccccccoces 16-15-53 
6432 Meet Mr. Mischief 
RUUURD  waveeecstccest 11-12-53 
6433 — At First Fright 
 bbsassissheswen 1-14-54 
JOLLY FROLICS 
(Colter) 
5503 Little Bey With a Big 
Horm (7) ...--eesse0- -53 
5504 The Emperor’s New Clothes 
5505 Christopher Crumpet (7) ..6-25-53 
MR. MAGOO 
(Color) 
5703 Safety Spin (7)........-- 5-21-53 
5704 Magoo’s Masterpiece (7). .7-30-53 
6701 Magoo Slept Here (7).. i11-19-53 
6702 Magoo Goes Skiing (7). . 12-31-53 
MUSIC TO REMEMBER 
875! The Polovetsian Dances 
(8%) 
3752 WNuteracker Suite (9%) 
3753 Plano wry in B-Fiat 
Minor (10 
754 Peer Gynt Sulte (94) 
3755 1812 Overture (11) 
3756 Swan Lake Ballet (10) 


P.D. 
Page 


1847 


1871 
1958 


2103 


1719 

1791 
1791 
1847 


2071 
2103 


1943 
183! 


1999 
2047 


(831 
1967 
2047 
2103 


1879 
1983 
2095 


For information on short subjects turn to the Product 
Digest Section pages indicated by the numbers which 
follow the titles and release dates in the listing. Numer- 
als in parentheses next to titles represent running time 
as supplied by the distributor. (R) Indicates a reissue. 








5855 
5856 
5857 


5860 


685! 
6852 


55 


538 & 


B88 Ef 


5901 
5902 


SCREEN SNAPSHOTS 


ike J in Hollywood 
ON eae -22-58 


Caveccescecececes 8-19-53 
- 4-23-53 


Comedians (9%) 
Hollywood's. Pair of Jacks 

(10%) 
Out West in Hollywood 

COBME)  onccessccccecees 7-28-58 
Hollywood Stuntmen 
ene | Laugh Parade. io- 22- 53 

of The West (10). .11-19-53 

Hive” s Great Entertainers 

CUBE) wnvcccccasacess 12-24-53 
Memories in Uniform (10%) 


STOOGE COMEDIES 
ve, i. mae Penthouse 


5-53 
Booty & the Beast (i8i4)..3-5-58 


Loose Loot (16)........... 

Tricky Dicks (16)........ 57-58 
Spooks (3D) (16)........ 15-53 
re My Backfire — 
Rip, Sew and Stitch (17). .9-3-53 
Bubble Trouble (16/2)... 10-8-53 


Goof on the Roof. (1642). 12-3-53 


THRILLS OF MUSIC 

(Reissues) 

Buddy Morrow & Orch. 
(942 


Les Elgart & Oreh. (i0).. 
= Sherock & Orch. 
842) 


2-12-53 
4-30-53 


TOPNOTCHERS 


Beyond the Frontier (10) 6-11-53 
This Is Versailles (10%) .6-25-53 


1719 
1767 
(847 
1871 
1935 
1967 
204 

2103 


i711 
1871 


2007 
2071 
2031 


{719 
1847 


1935 


2095 


1959 
983 


U.P.A. CARTOON SPECIALS 


5999 
6509 


6510 
6501 


Gerald MecBolng—Boing’s 
Symphony (7') 
A ao dy in the 


Gard re 9-24-53 
Tell Tale Heart (SB) ..000- Special 
EIGER cccccccccecces 1-14-54 

WORLD OF SPORTS 
Trick-Shot Artists (9)...2-26-58 
Legion at Bat (10)...... 3-26-53 


World’s Champlonship 





V2) 6-18- 
5809 me *Ranch Sports (9/2) .7-23-53 


6120 
6140 


Assault and Mat-Tery....9-24-53 
Hockey yy and 


Spills (9%) .......... 10-15-53 
Snow AUER (10¥2). . 11-12-53 
Battling Big Fish....... 12-17-53 

SERIALS 
(All 15 Chapters) 
The Great Adventures of 

Captain Kidd .......... 9-17-53 

Jungle Ralders ......... 12-31-53 


M-G-M 
FITZPATRICK TRAVEL TALKS 


(Color) 


T-414 Land of the Ugly Duckling 
9 1-8- 


T-415 Beautiful Bavaria (9).. 
T-416 





Johannesburg of oia ft 
. c 
GD cccccccvcces ™ Sscend 5-16-53 


1767 


2095 
2063 


1767 
1943 


1871 
1967 
2031 


2095 
2095 


1695 
1831 
1871 


T-417 Delightful Denmark (8) .6-27-53 
T-418 Copenhagen, City of 

Towers (9) ...........- 7-18-53 
T-50l Seeing Spain (8)...... 10-17-53 


GOLD MEDAL REPRINT 
CARTOONS 

W-463 Tee for Two (7)........ 2-14-53 

W-464 Quiet Please (8)....... 3-28-53 
W-465 Red Hot Riding Hood 


W-466 Flirty Birdy (7)........ 7-4-53 
W-561 Swingshift Cinderella 


) x 
W-563 Bear That Couldn’t Sleep 
(9) ccvcccccccccccesece 12-5-53 


M-G-M TECHNICOLOR 
CARTOONS 


W-437 ~ Missing Mouse (6).1-10-53 
W-438 Barney’s Hungry — 
) 

W-439 Jerry and. dumb 7). 
W-440 Cobs & Robbers (7).. 
W-44! Johann Mouse 8).. 
W-442 Little lehoay jet (7 
W-443 That’s My Pup (7). 
W-444 Helr Bear (6)..... 
W-445 v. Tomorrow (7). = $. 33 
W -446 Wee- Willle Wildeat 

TTP. chbasednesecdoncecé 6-20-53 
W-53! Just Ducky (7).......... 9-5-53 
W-532 Half Pint Palomino (7) .9-26-53 
W-533 Two Little Indians (7).10-17-53 
W-534 Life With Tom (8)....11-21-53 


1927 


2031 
2087 


1695 
1767 


2023 
2023 


2015 


2095 






PETE SMITH SPECIALTIES 


$S-455 Mosconl Story (10). 
8-456 Aquatic Kids (8).... 
S-457 Travel Quiz (color) (9 
$-458 The Postman (10) -30- 
S-459 Dogs 'N Ducks (10)....6-27-53 
$-460 Ancient Cures (8)....... 7-11-53 
$-551 It Would Serve 'E 
Right (60) os ncessecces 12-53 
$-552 This ts Living? (9)....10-10-53 
$-553 Landlording It (9)...... {1-7-53 
8-554 Th _— We Can Do Without i 
8-555 Film “Antics | (8).00.5.52.1-2-54 
PROPHECIES OF 
NOSTRADAMUS 
R-421 Nostradamus Says Se 
BD) cccccccccessovccce 1-31-53 
R-422 Let’s Ask Nostradamus 
Bee Re ferry -6-53 


——— & the Queen 







deeb nenscadseores 8-29-53 
CASPER 
(Teehnicoter) 
Bi2-2 Frightday the ar (7) . .2-13-53 
Bi2-3 Spook No ” M. -13-53 
Bi2-4 North Pal (7)........ -29-53 
Bi2-5 r the Old ei Scream 72-58 
Bi2-6 Witte" Peep Gi... 8- 28-53 
BI3-! Do or Diet (7)........ 0-16- 
Bi3-2 Boos and Saddles (7)..12-25-53 


HEADLINER CHAMPION 


(Reissues) 
eh Gatti RIP sige adrggined es 0-2-53 
-2 Timber athletes (9)... .10-2-53 
-3 Try & Catch Me (9)....10-2-53 
4 


Who" 8 Who in Animal Land 

RRP Seppe 0-2-53 
Bundle From Brazil (idito- 2-53 
Broncs & Brands (9)....10-2-53 


Den 


HERMAN AND KATNIP 
(Color) 
H1i2-2 Of Mice and Magie 7. 2-20-53 
H12-3 —— the Cartoonist 
a. ind oe ia habied online 5-15-53 
— Drinks on the Mouse eet = 28-53 
H 


-! Northwest Mousie (7). . 12-18-53 





1743 
1935 


2087 
2073 
2095 


2095 
2ttt 


1719 
1871 
1999 
2095 











Prod Rel. P.D. 
No. Title Date Page 
KARTUNES 
(Technlesior) 

X12-2 
X12-3 
X12-4 
X12-5 ‘ 1949 
X12-6 No Place Like one (7) .7- 3. 53 1967 
NOVELTOON 
(Colter) 
Pi2-3 Starting From Hatch (7).8-6-53 1767 
Pi2-4 Winner by a Hare (6)..4-17-53 1805 
Pi2-5 Better Bait Than reed 
GP. ccnccsocgne wee 1871 
Pi2-6 Surf Bore -17-53 1967 
Pi3-1 Huey’s Ducky biaddy a" 
coeds dcvecsndccseecenss 1-20-53 2111 
PACEMAKERS 
Ki2-4 High School Hi-Jinks 
eR Par aaa 20- 1767 
Ki2-5 Call Me Skinny (10)...6-26-53 1959 
Ki2-6 Hurricane Hunters (10)..8-7-53 1999 
K13-1 Spirit of Seventy (9)...10-2-53 2063 
K13-2 Society Man (10)...... (2-28-88 .... 
POPEYE 
(Coler) 
E12-2 Child Sockology (6)..... 3-27-53 1767 
E1i2-3 Anelent Fistory (7)..... 1-30-53 1663 
E12-5 Popeye’s Mirthday (6)..5-22-53 1935 
E12-6 Toreadorable (7)........ 6-12-53 1879 
E12-7 Baby Wants a Battle 
ee eee 7-24-53 1959 
E12-8 a Brawl (6)....8-21-53 1999 
E13-1 1 i ce of Space (3D) 
it L.ichnkieetiiien ts sashé 10-2-53 2023 
E13-2 Shaving Muggs (6)...... 10-9-53 2031 
E13-3 Floor Fiusher (6) ....... 1-1-54 


GRANTLAND RICE SPORTLIGHTS 


Ri2-4 Speed Queen (9)......... {-2-53 
H12-5 Brittania’s Athlete 
Cadets (10) ........45. 1-16-53 
R12-6 ort Car Racing (9)...2-27-53 
Ri2-7 The Wizard of Clubs 
PD. s:keansétnatiapeee’ - 10-53 
R12-8 e Sporting Briti 
Indies (9)......... 5-1-53 


(10) 
R12-10 4 agg pore Ao. i233 


Ri2-t1 
CP sae aseccsenechasess 7-10-53 
Ri2-12 Collegiate Cireus Champs 
dan dennonoshs ceases 8-14-53 
R13-1 — Mountain River 
BUD DD scedcccsweed 10-2-53 
R13-2 Mother Was A Cham 
CP) sccseccseveccazenes 11-6-53 
R1i3-3 Choosing Canines (9)..11-13-53 
R13-4 Rough Ridin’ Youngsters ss 
DS ises cshhseinseves 
RI3-5 Water Swimphony (9). .12- i8- “53 
TOPPER 
Mi2-4 Animal Hotel (10)......2-6-53 
Mi2-3 Horse and Buggy Days 
bsebdpcbhakesbandal 4-24-53 
M1I2-5 Ls He Goes Again 
edb censdconseeeeua 5-1-53 
M 12- a Crazy (10)........ 5-29-53 
Mi3-i Rowdy Raccoons (10)... 10-2-53 


REPUBLIC 


THIS WORLD OF OURS 


(Trueoler) 
5188 OD GD) cccceccsccce «-B-1-58 
9221 Washington——City of 
Destiny (9) ......ese0e- 4-1-53 
9222 Singapore (9) ........+++ 6.1-53 
9223 any Docsoccccccccs see 1-53 
9224 Japan (8) ....... eocccece 10-1-53 
SERIALS 
5381 — Mounties vs. Atomle 
COD cincp sce 7-8-53 
Return of Capt. America 
saeoveeese suuesees 9-30-53 


RKO 


ADVENTURES IN MUSIC 
(Disney-Color) 

Melody (3D) (16)...... 6-12-53 

Melody (2D) (10).........000- 


44,601 
44,701 


1719 


1711 
1719 


(839 
1831 
1959 
1967 
1959 
1983 
2031 


2103 
2103 


2103 


1719 
1831 


1935 
1879 
2023 


eee 


1853 
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Prod. Rel. ’. 
No. Title Date Page 
LEON ERROL COMEDIES 
(Reissues) 

33,706 Home Work (19)....... 29-53 155! 
ate Gem-Jams ( feanamives?” -3i- 1989 
sna Seamed Tr 
43,703 day Blues (17)....8-28-53 1999 
43,708 ie tant tas (17) 9-11-53 2015 
4 De ap pen 9-25-53 2085 
93,706 Maid Tauble i6}3.55.. 10-9-53 2103 
EDGAR KENNEDY SERIES 
(Reissues) 

33.508 Al Albi B Baby (1 (18) in cavebes 1-9-53 1455 
gah,  yecrvecitee aie 2-6-53 1828 

43,501 Uni Dog (15).......8+ 

43,502 Udy Deg Motuing (18)..8- <* 53 1983 
43,503 Wall Street Blues (17)..9-4-53 1983 
43,504 aniacs (18)....9-18-53 2073 
43,505 10-2-53 1 
43,506 





10-16-53 


MICKEY MOUSE BIRTHDAY 
CARTOONS 
(Technicolor) 
(Reissues) 
44,801 Mickey's Birthday Party =" 
44,802 The Pointer (8).. 8-21-53 
44,803 Tiger Trouble (7). 28 


44,804 Nifty Nineties (7)..... 
44,805 7 Mouse Takes 


44,806 







Trip (8) 
The Whaiers (8).. 


MY PAL 
(Re-releases) 


My Pal with Flame 
pele 1967 


RKO PATHE SPECIAL 


Conquest ef Ungava (15). 1-2-53 
Canadian Mounties (15) 1-30-53 
33,107 Transatlantic Hop (15) .2-27-53 
Eseape to Freedom 1. 3-27-53 
108 Tower ef Destiny (15). vot 53 
Shark Killers (15)..... 
This Is Little League 
(15) 10- 





SCREENLINERS 


Molly Bee Sings &.. 
— Smoke E 


1-9-53 1719 
1767 


1799 
1839 


2073 
2047 


2095 








(10) 2-20-53 
Britain’s Sots (8). eis: 53 
Running the Red 

Blockade .....csceceess 9-18-53 
Herring Hunt (10).. 








302 oy 2 023 
44,303 Best in Show (8)...... 10-30-53 2103 
44,304 Wild Birds Winging 

“ED. <dgenganeahe sabeans 11-27-53 2103 
44,305 Summer Schussboomers 
5s dace heitalad 3 09 06™ 12-25-53 210i! 
SPECIALS COLOR 
priest otiaay steed As} Soeed 8-14-53 2015 
—T. heresies iccon naval ee 9-18-53 2031 
TRU-LIFE ADVENTURES 
(Disney-Color) 
$2,901 Bear Country (38)......2-20-53 1687 
43,301 Prowlers of 
Everglades (32) 8-14-53 1909 
TWO REEL SPECIALS 
Fs 
pan i958. (18) — sncantange es 1831 
43,901 Football Headliners ...12-11-53 .... 
43,801 Basketball Headliners. ..4-16-54 
RAY WHITLEY 
(Re- Releases) 

— is yore pcencey TTY 8-21-53 1966 
43,402 fiesthen” Wranglers (19). §. 18-53 2073 
WALT DISNEY CARTOONS 
(Colter) 

34,106 Father’s Day Off (7)...3-28-53 (831 


Thing 
“— rwiinaaee 


44,112 


Rel. P.D. 
Title Date Page 

For Whom the Bulls Toll 
PR. phte dbase Keach cbbecece 5-9-5383 187! 

Don's Fountain of 

GED. ccccasaccence 5-30-53 1879 
Father's —_ End (7)..6-20-53 1959 
How to Danee (6)......7- 1-53 1983 
The New Oeighies (7)...8-1-53 2023 


Football (Now & Then) 


(7) 
Rugged Bear (6)...... 10-23- 


2103 
2023 


2095 


53 

53 
Working for Peanuts os 
53 2125 
53 
54 
54 


2itt 





20th CENTURY-FOX 


9381 
9382 


7401 


5301 
5302 


5327 


5303 
5304 
5328 


LEW LEHR 
(Reissues) 


Sea Food Mamas (8)....... 6-53 
Grunters & Groaners (10)...7-53 


SEE IT HAPPEN 


(Movietone) 


tio) Lr aa tds le 
Impact of Tragedy 110) 
Calamity Strikes (9)....... 
Focus on Fats (10)........ 


SPECIAL 


Coronation Parade (7'/2) 
(CinemaScope) (¢)....... 11-53 406 


SPORT SHOW 


Wind Ahoy (8) 2 
Gridiron Goliath B (B). ccccess 2 
Sports Paneer (R) (10).. 
Football Roundup (8)....... 6-53 
Morning — (9) 
Unusual Sports (9) 

— Sports Holiday 





1791 
1949 


2095 
2095 


TERRYTOONS 
(Color) 


Mighty Mouse In a Seapy 
Opera (7) . 
Terry meee | ry 


Dinky in “wi 





‘Mouse Meets Bird (7). 
Snappy Sangeet (7). 
Hero for a Day (7).. 
Pill, Peddlers (7) a 
Featherweight Champ (7).... 
Henry Cireus Days (7) 







Playful Puss (7) 
Plumber’s Helpers ( 
Neck & Neck (7) (R) 


iti re i ccsicecescceis 
Bargain Daze (7).......++.- 
Sparky, the Firefly (7)...... 9-53 
Mouse Menace (7)........... 
The Reluctant Pup (7)...... 10-53 
How to Keep Cool (7)...... 10-53 





pare 0 
Growing Pains (7)......... 12-53 
Runaway Mouse (7)......... 1-54 


UNITED ARTISTS 


MEDAL OF HONOR 
(All 28 minutes) 
Julius Langbein 


(Dee Pollack) 
Riehmond Pearson Hobson 


1615 
1631 
1615 
1631 


UNIVERSALINTERNATL 


U-I COLOR PARADE 


Fiesta Frolies (9) ....... 6-8-53 1935 
King of the Sky (10)....7-13-53 1959 
Calypso Carnival (9'/2).. B40. 53 1963 


Go South Amigos (9)......2-8-54 








Prod. Rel. P.D. 
No. Title Date Page 
EARTH AND ITS PEOPLES 
(2-Reeler) 

6362 Farms and Towns of Slovakia 
SD andakekesatenonses 12-1-53 1711 
8364 Ports of Industrial Scandanavia 
1-26-53 1743 
8365 Po River Valley (20)..... 2-23-53 1743 
8366 Sheep Ranch Country 
GD bs eckinincccisesecs 3-23-53 1799 
8367 orem —— of Central ae sone 
8368 ‘iaiaiion Mines & Watereay 
CO res 5-18-53 1871 
8369 — Trade and Industry 
are 6-15-53 1967 
8370 Farmer-Fisherman (2!).. yt - 53 1967 
8371 Lumber States (2!)....... 0-53 1983 
8372 Mountain Farmers eae 3-53 2031 
8373 Adobe Village (19)....... 10-5-53 2031 
8202 Landscape of Silence 
CEEE: cAvteheucdovesnss 10-25-53 
LANTZ TECH. CARTUNES 
8322 What's Sweepin’ (6)....... i719 
8323 Dog That Cried Wolf (6).8- 3s. HY 1748 
8324 Buceaneer Woodpecker 
Gp cvccccsececccsccsss 20-53 1847 
8325 The Mouse and the Lion 
eoceseesecesccccces 5-11-53 187! 
8326 Operation Sawdust (6)...6-15-53 1935 
8327 The Flying Turtle (6)....6-29- 1959 
8328 Wrestling ~—— (6). 7 1959 
8329 Maw & Paw (6). . -8- 1999 
8330 Belle Boys (6)........... 1983 
8333-2D Hypnotic Hick (6)...8-26-53 1999 
8332 Hot Noon (6)........... 012-53 .... 
8101-3D Hyprotic Hick (6)...8-26-53 1999 
9321 Chilly Willy (6)........ 12-21-53 .... 
MUSICAL FEATURETTES 
8303 Modernaire’s with Lawrence bat wey 
SPER. (IBD nc cnececccace 1615 
8304 Andy Russell S, seme In 
House Party (15)....... 1743 
8305 Les Brown & O In 
Crazy Frolle tis) 1799 
8306 Harry wa & His Mu 
SUD. COOP ba cecscccsve 1871 
8307 Music on the Double (18).5-28-53 1847 
8308 Surprising Suzie (15)..... 7-3-53 1999 
8309 Camp Jamboree (18)..... 10-8-53 2073 
8310 —— Bros. Encore 
avn Otte hen s.e bs 2's 10-22-53 
9302 David Rose & His Orch. 
MP’ <coecthanstat 12-24-53 
9303 iewallam Nights (17)....1-22-54 
3-D SPECIAL 
(Musical Featurette) 
8311-2D Nat ‘‘King’’ Cole & Ross 
8100-3D Morgan’s Orch. (18)..... 6-53 1959 
VARIETY VIEWS 
8342 Get a Horse (9)...... over OS 1711 
8343 ~ "Po lice (8)...... ---3-9-53 1748 
8344 Deadly Drums (ae 5-4-53 1847 
8345 Belivar Bonanza (9)....... -7-53 1983 
8346 Behind the Wall (10)..... 9-24-53 1983 
8347 =. Van Winkle Returns 
We ake dedeen ese tap eu« 10-5-53 2047 
8348 Fun fer All (9)......... 10-19-53 2063 
9341 Byways to Broadway (9)......... 2047 
9342 Bow River Valley (9) Lore eosin 
9343 ere Goes To Chica 
EE ee 22-54 


WARNER BROS. 
BLUE RIBBON HIT PARADE 


(Color) (Reissues) 


9305 Tale of Twe Mice (7)...1-10-53 1695 
9306 Bashful Preval ” sagan 2-7-53 1718 
9307 Country Mouse (7)....... 3-14-53 1791 
9308 Little Dutch Plate (7)...4-11-53 1831 
9309 Alin’t That Ducky (7)..... 5-2-53 1871 
9310 Mighty Hunters (7)...... 6-13-53 1935 
9311 The Fighting 69th (7)....7-11-53 1959 
9312 Sniffies Takes a Trip (7)..8-1-53 1967 
9313 Wacky Wild Life (7)..... or 1983 
130! Old Glory (7)............ 1983 
13062 Walky, Talky Hawky @). io- 17. 53 2063 
1303 Birth of A ey (7)... 11-7-53 2011 
1304 Eager Beaver (7)....... 11-28-53 


1305 Scent-imental & You a) aaas 


“BUGS BUNNY” SPECIALS 
(Color) 


9726 Forward, March Hare (7) .2-14-53 
9727 Upswept Hare (7). ass ..3 





72 
9730 Bully for Bugs (7) 


. -8-9-53 
1723 Duck, Rabbit, Duck (7)..10-3-53 7: 
1724 Robot Rabbit (7)....... 12-12-53 2011 


Prod. 


Ne. 






Rel. P.D. 
Title Date Page 
FEATURETTES 
“CLASSICS OF THE SCREEN" 
Star in the Night (20)...3-21-53 1791 
Plantation Melodies (20). 5-16-53 1871 
Looking at Life (20).....7-18-53 1959 
Minstrel Days (20)...... 9-26-53 1999 
Spills For Thrills (20)..11-21-53 2095 


JOE McDOAKES COMEDY 


9804 


9805 


9806 
1801 
1802 


9005 
9006 


9007 
9008 


1001 
1002 


1003 
1004 


Se You Want to Be a Masiolen 


hvegbandatetéeces -10-53 1695 
io You oy te Learn to 

Dance (10 .3-28-53 1799 
So You Want a Television 

Ser aeepeeee -23-53 1949 
So You Love Your Dog 
Sleep (10) ........- 10-31-53 
You Think You Can’t 

Sleep DP ase tccceves 10-31-53 2047 
So You Want To Be an Heir (10) .... 
MELODY MASTER BAND 

(Reissues) 
Ozzie Nelson & His Oreh. 

(18) cccccccccccccccces 4-18-53 1847 
Vincent Lopez & Oreh. (R) 

WUE tidesstacamicnceate 6-6-53 1935 
Spade Cooley Band (10)..8-22-53 1999 
Desi Arnaz & Band (10)..10-3-53 2063 
Hal Kemp & Orch. (10).11-14-53 2095 
MERRIE MELODIES AND 

LOONEY TUNES 
(Celer) 
Don’t Give Up the Sheep 

CP  ceacenscehadedoes< es 1-3-53 1711 
Snow Business (7)....... 1-17-53 i719 
A Mouse Divided (7)....1-31-53 i718 
Kiss Me Cat (7)......... . 1718 
Duck Amuck (7)......... -28-53 1719 
Peck 0’ Trouble oy) eee 1799 





Fowl Weather (7). 
Muscle Tussle (7). 





(7) 
There Auto Be a Law 






(7) .6-6-53 1935 
Tom-Tom LS (7)...-@-27-58 .... 
Wild Over You (7)....... . 7-11-58 
Duck Dodgers in the 24th’ 

Gomtury GW) accccccces 7-25-53 .... 
Tom-Tom Tomeat (7)..... 6-27-53 1967 
Wild Over You (7)....... 7-11-53 1967 

Century (7) .......+++. -25-53 1967 
Piop Goes the Weasel (7).8-22-53 1999 
Cat-Tails for Two (7)..... 8-29-53 1963 
Street Cat Named Syivester 

D  wepsrecsuahtduoneses -5- 1999 
Zipping Along (7)........ 9-19-53 1999 
Easy Peckins (7)........ 10-17-53 2031 
Catty Cornered (7)...... 10-31-53 2073 
Of Rice and Hen (7)...41-14-53 2111 
Cats A-weigh (7)..... 1-" 2095 
Punch Trunk (7)........ 112 2itt 

SPECIALS 
(Technicolor) 
7. of Humanity (20) 
oetgassseedueeuess 1-24-53 1719 
Thar She Blows (20)...... 3-7-53 1791 
Under the Little ore hid 
Di cthasacceeeaes 5-53 1831 
Pa. for Me (20). 0-53 1949 
Where the Trade Win 

PU. SOO) . cccnscegas eves -4-53 1958 
Gone Fishin’ (20) (R)...9-12-53 19863 
Romance of Louisiana 

GUEF Wiikeocecewekons -10-53 2031 
North of the Sahara 20) tt 7-53 2it1 
Don't Forget To Write 

GD ncdncccckvcsecsaen 12-5-53 211! 

SPORTS PARADE 

(Technicolor) 
Sporting Courage (10)....1-31-53 {718 
Birthplace of Hockey (10) .2 -28-53 1710 
Cheyenne Days (10)....... 4-4-53 1847 
Yoho, Wonder Valley (10) 5-9-53 1871 
Desert Killer (10) 6-27-53 1966 
Ride a White Horse (i0).7-25-53 1966 


Danish Sport Delight (10). a 15-53 2007 
Saves Mounties (10). 19-53 
Sea Sports of Tahiti (10). io- 24-53 
Arabians in the Rockies 
(10) -12-53 


VITAPHONE VARIETIES 


Too Much Speed (10)..... i. 8-53 
Here We Go Again (10).. 
No Adults Allowed (10). ‘4- i 
Heed Over Heels (10)... .6-20- 
_ of West — (10) 8-9- 
Hit ‘Im Again (10 9-5- 
Say It with Spills (ids. .10-24- 


MISCELLANEOU 
SHORTS 


18 Woodland Sketches (Hoffberg) 
(Art Theatre Series) 
tom. Whistle, Plunk & Boom 
(Color) (Disney) (CinemaScope) 
Ben & ~ (1B). crccccccccccee 
. 11-53 


1999 


2015 
2023 
2059 


isney) (Color) 


(D 
Crucifixion (14) Meadow... 
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THE RELEASE CHART 


Index to Reviews and Advance Synopses, with Ratings 


Release dates and running time are furnished as soon as avail- 
able. Advance dates are tentative and subject to change. Run- 
ning times are the official times supplied by the distributor. 

All page numbers on this chart refer to pages in the PRODUCT 
DIGEST SECTION of MOTION PICTURE HERALD. 

Short Subjects Chart with Synopses Index can be found on 
pages 2126-2127, issue of January 2, 1954. 


Feature Product by Company starts on Page 2053, issue of 


October 31, 1953. 


TITLE—Production Number—Compaay 


A 

Abbott & Costello Meet Dr. Jekyll 

& Mr. Hyde (329) Univ. 
Act of Love UA 
Actress, The (403) MGM 
Affair in Monte Carlo (Brit.) (color) 

(5307) 
Affair with a Stranger (323) 
Affairs of Dobie Gillis, The (346) 
Alaska Seas (5313) Para. 
All-American (333) . Univ. 
All | Desire (325) Univ. 
All the Brothers Were Valiant (c) 

(407) hae sn 


RKO 
MGM 


Stars 


Abbott & Costello-B. Karloff 
Kirk Douglas-Dany Robin 


Spencer Tracy-Jean Simmons 


Merle Oberon-Richard Todd 
Jean Simmons-Victor Mature 
Debbie Reynolds-Bobby Van 
Robert Ryan-Jan Sterling 

Tony Curtis-Lori Nelson 

Barbara Stanwyck-Richard Carlson 


Robert Taylor-Ann Blyth 
Doc tary 





Annapurna (c) 

Appointment in Honduras (408) pees RKO 
Arena (color) (3D) (337) MGM 
Arrowhead (color) (5227) 


B 
Back to God's Country (color) rn. Univ. 
Bad Blonde (5211) Lippert 
Bad for Each Other (624) 
Band Wagon, The (color) (345)* MGM 
Bandits of the West (5243) Rep. 
Beachhead (c) UA 
Beast from 20,000 Fathoms, The (221) WB 
Beat the Devil UA 
Beggar's Opera, The (Brit.) (c) (304) WB 
Beneath the 12-Mile Reef (c) 

(CS) 20th-Fox 
Best Years of Our Lives RKO 
Big Heat (615)* Col. 
Big Leaguer, The (347) MGM 
Bigamist, The Filmakers 
Black Glove (5305) Lippert 
Blowing Wild (306) WB 
Blueprint for Murder, A (332) 20th-Fox 
Botany Bay (color) (5307) Para. 
By the Light of the Silvery Moon 

(color) (259) WB 


Cc 


Caddy, The (5302)* 
Calamity Jane (color) (311) 
Call Me Madam (color) (311)* 
Camels West (c) (3D) 
Capt. John Smith & Pocahontas (c) UA 
Captain Scarlett (color) UA 
Captain's Paradise ( Brit.) 
Carnival Story, The (c) 
Cavalleria Rusticana (c) 
Cease Fire! (5308) 3-D 
Champ for a Day (5211) 
Charge at Feather River, The (color) 

(3D) (223)* 
Charge of the Lancers (625) (c) 
China Venture (609) 
City Is Dark, The (224) 
City of Bad Men (color) (328) 
City That Never Sleeps (5209) 
Clipped Wings (5320) 
Column South (color) (320) 
Combat Squad (613) 
Conquest of Cochise (color) (610) 
Conquest of Everest (Brit.) (c)} 
Crazylegs—All American 
Crossed Swords (color) 
Cruel Sea, The (Brit.) 
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Para. 


Para. 


WB 
20th-Fox 
UA 


Rep. 


WB 
20th-Fox 


Glenn 00 Sheridan 
Gig Young-Jean Hagen 
Charlton Heston-Jack Palance 


Rock Hudson-Steve Cochran 
Barbara Payton-Tony Wright 
Chariton Heston-Lizabeth Scott 
Fred Astaire-Cyd Charisse 

Allan Rocky Lane 

Toby Curtis-Frank Lovejoy 

Paul Christian-Paula Raymond 
Humphrey Bogart-Jennifer Jones 
Laurence Olivier-Dorothy Tutin 


Terry Moore-Robert Wagner 
March-Loy-Andrews-Wright 
Glenn Ford-Gloria Grahame 
Edward G. Robinson-Vera-Ellen 
Joan Fontaine-lda Lupino 
Alex Nicol 

Gary Cooper-Barbara Stanwyck 
Joseph Cotten-Jean Peters 
Alan Ladd-James Mason 


Doris Day-Gordon MacRae 


Martin & Lewis-Donna Reed 
Doris Day-Howard Keel 

Ethel Merman-Donald O'Connor 
Rod Cameron-Joanne Dru 
Anthony Dexter-Jody Lawrance 
Richard Greene 

Alec Guinness-Yvonne de Carlo 
Anne Baxter-Steve Cochran 
Mario del Monaco 

Korean War 

Alsx Nicol-Audrey Totter 


Guy Madison-Frank Lovejoy 


Jean Pierre Aumont-Paulette Goddard 


Edmond O'Brien-Barry Sullivan 
Sterling Hayden-Gene Nelson 
Jeanne Crain-Dale Robertson 
Gig Young-Mala Powers 
Bowery Boys 

Audie Murphy-Joan Evans 
John Ireland-Lon McCallister 
John Hodiak-Robert Stack 
Documentary 

Elroy Hirsch-Lloyd Nolan 
Erroll Flynn-Gina Lollobrigida 
Jack Hawkins-Donald Sinden 


Color pictures designated by (c). 
* Following a title indicates a Box Office Champion. 


Picture ratings under Naticnal Groups are estimates by 
leading women's organizations and national review committees; 
A—Adults (over {8 years), M—Mature Young People, Y—Youth 
(ages 12 to 18), C—Children (ages 8 to 12). Legion of Decency 
Ratings: (A-1), Unobjectionable; A-2, Unobjectionable for Adults; 
B, Objectionable in part; C, Condemned. 


CinemaScope designed by (CS). 
REVIEWED — 


(S)=syneopsis 
Issue Page 


—— RATINGS —~ 
Nat'l Herald 
L. of D. 


Release 
ate Review 


Ruaning 
T 


ime Groups 


Good 
Very Good 
Excellent 


Good 
Fair 
Very Good 


Very Good 
Very Good 


1934 AY 
2109 
1941 AY 


Aug.,'53 
Mar.,'54 
Sept. 25,'53 


Sept.,"53 
June 20,'53 


Aug. |! 
Dec. 19 
Aug. 8 


Sept. 19 
June 13 
June 6 
Dec. 12 
July 25 


June 


Oct. 
Dec. 
Oct. 
June 
June 


1998 
1870 AY 
1862 AY 
(S)2102 
1925 
1877 A 
2029 AM 
2110 
2046 AY 


1885 AYC 
1878 AY 


Nov. 13,"53 
Dec.,'53 
Oct. 16,"53 
June,'53 
Aug.,'53 


Excellent 
Excellent 
Fair 

Very Good 
Very Good 


2006 A 
1838 A 
210i AY 
1909 AY 
1958 


Good 
Excellent 
Good 
Excellent 
Fair 


Very Good 
Very Good 
Very Good 


Superior 
Good 
Good 

Very Good 


Nov.,'53 Sept. 
May 


Dec. 


1878 AY 
ag 
Sept. 26, ‘53 1965 


Dec.,'53 
Feb.,'54 
Oct.,'53 
Aug. 21,'53 
Dec.,'53 
Jan. 15,'54 
Oct. 17,'53 
Sept.,'53 
Nov.,'53 


May 2,53 


AM 


2109 
2110 
2006 
1918 
2125 


1997 
1933 
2013 


1773 


Very Good 
Very Good 
Very Good 


Very Good 
1942 


2045 
1749 


Very Good 
Excelle..t 
Excellent 


Sept.,'53 
Nov. 14, ‘53 


2077 
2007 
202! 
($)2103 


Fair 
Average 
Excellent 


2085 
2007 


1901 


Excellent 
Good 


Very Good 
Good 
Very Good 
Good 
Good 


Average 
Average 


Good 
A-| Very Good 


Excellent 


Aug. 15,'53 


July 11,'53 
Not Set 
Sept.,'53 
Not Set 
Sept.,"53 
June 12,'53 
Aug. 30,'53 


1966 
(S) 1831 
1885 

1870 8 

2086 A-2 

1839 A-l 

2015 A-l 

A-l 

2101 

31 2046 

. 31 (S)2047 

8 1941 AY A-l 
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TITLE—Production Number—Company 


Cruisin’ Down the River (color) (606) a. 
Cry of the Hunted (330 GM 


D 
Dangerous Crossing (330) 
Dangerous Mission (c) ~ 
Dangerous When Wet (color) (341)* MoM 


20th-Fox 
RKO 


Decameron Nights (color) (461) RKO 


Desert Rats, The (319 20th-Fox 
Desert Song, The (color) (220) WB 
Desperate Moment (Brit.) (386) Univ. 
Devil's Canyon (color) (3D) (402) RKO 
Diamond Queen, The (c) (302) WB 
Donovan's Brain UA 
Down Laredo Way Rep. 
Dragonfly Squadron (3D) AA 
Dragon's Gold UA 
Dream Wife (335) MGM 
Drums of Tahiti (3D) (c) Col. 
East of Sumatra (color) Univ. 
Easy to Love (color) (410) MGM 

Eddie Cantor Story (c) (316) WB 
ei Alamein (620 ae 


El Paso Stampede 
Escape from Fort Bravo (color) (en) MEM 


Eyes of the Jungle (5229) rt 
Fair Wind to Java (color) (5207) PRep. 
Fake, The UA 
Fallen Angel 20th-Fox 


Fanfan the Tulip (Fr. UA 
Farmer Takes a Wife | color) (307) — 
Fast Company (332) 
Fighter Attack (c) 
Fighting Lawman (5334) 
Fighting Men (5222) Lippe 
5000 Fiagers of Dr. T, The (color) (604) Bal 
Flame of Calcutta (color) (603) Col. 
Flight Nurse Rep. 
Flight to Tangier (c) (2D-5331,3D-5306) Pare 
Follow the Fleet (487) RKO 


sr 
—_ 


Folly To Be Wise ( Brit.) Fine Arts 
Forbidden Univ. 
Forever Amber (color) 20th-Fox 
Forever Female (5312) Para. 
Fort Algiers UA 
Fort Ti (color) (3D) (546)* Col. 
Fortune in Diamonds (5317) Lippert 


49th Man, The (529) Col. 


Four Sided Triangle, The (Brit.) Astor 
Francis Covers the Big Town (324) Univ. 
French Line (color) (3D) RKO 
From Here to Eternity (616)* Col. 
Gay Adventure, The UA 
Genghis Khan UA 
Gentle Gunman, The (Brit.) (388) U-I 
Gentlemen Prefer Blondes(c}*(326) oa wo 
Geraldine 

Ghost Ship iy (5228) Lie ie 
Gilbert & Sullivan (color) (Brit.) UA 
Girl Next Door, The (c) (320) 20th-Fox 
Give a Girl a Break (c) MGM 
Glass Web (2D-402, 3D-401) Univ. 
Glenn Miller Story (color) Univ. 
Glory Brigade, The (323) 20th-Fo: 

Golden Blade, The a (332) Univ. 
Golden Idol, The (5315) AA 
Golden Mask (c) UA 
Gorilla At Large (c) 2,3-D 20th-Fox 


Great Diamond Robbe MGM 
Great Jesse James Rai id (c) (5221) Lippert 


Great Sioux Uprising, The(color} (326) Univ. 
Greatest Show on Earth (c) (5129) Para. 
Gun Belt (color) 

Gun Fury (C) (3D) (617) Col. 

H 

Half a Hero (401) MGM 
Heidi (Swiss) UA 
Hell and High Water (c) Fox 


Here Come the Girls (5309 r 
His Majesty O'Keefe (c) (315 


Per) Para. 
WB 


Hondo (3D) (c) (312) WB 
Hot News (5327) Allied 
Houdini (color) (5223) Para. 
How to Marry a Millionaire (color) 
(CinemaScope) - 
Hundred Hour Hunt (Brit.) Greshler 
4 

1, the Jury (3D UA 
sea (color) 3D) (329) 20th-Fox 


PRODUCT DIGEST SECTION, JANUARY 2, 


Release 

Stars Date 
Dick Haymes-Audrey Totter Aug.,'53 
Vittorio Gassman-Polly Bergen May 8,'53 


Jeanne Crain-Michael Rennie Aug.,'53 
Victor Mature-Piper Laurie Not Set 
Esther Williams-Fernando Lamas July 3,53 
Joan Fontaine-Louis Jourdan Nov. 10,'53 
Robert Newton-James Mason ay,'53 
Kathryn Grayson-Gordon MacRae May 30,'53 
Mai Zetterling-Dirk Bogarde Sept.,'53 
Virginia Mayo-Dale Robertson July 25,'53 
Fernando Lamas-Arlene Dahl Nov. 28'53 
Lew Ayres-Nancy Davis Sept. 30,'53 
Rex Allen-Dona Drake Aug. 5,'53 
John Hodiak-Barbara Britton Dec. 27,'53 
John Archer-Hillary Brooke Oct. 16,'53 
Cary Grant-Deborah Kerr June 19,'53 
Patricia Medina-Dennis O'Keefe Jan.,'54 
Jeff Chandier-Marilyn Maxwell Sept.,'53 
Esther Williams-Van Johnson Dec. 25,'53 
Keefe Brasselle-Marilyn Erskine Jan. 30,'54 
Scott Brady-Rita Moreno Jan.,'54 
Alan Rocky Lane Sept. 8,'53 
William Holden-Eleanor Parker Dec. 4,'53 
Jon Hall July 1,'53 
Fred MacMurray-Vera Ralston Apr. 28,'53 
Dennis O'Keefe-Coleen Gray Sept. 25,'53 
Alice Faye-Dana Andrews (reissue) Nov.,'53 
Gerard Philipe-Gina Lollobrigida May,'53 
Betty Grable-Dale Robertson July,'53 
Howard Keel-Nina Foch May 22,'53 
Sterling Hayden-J. Carrol Naish Nov.,'53 
Wayne Morris Sept. 20,'53 
Special Cast Oct. 9,'53 
Peter Lind Hayes-Mary Healy Aug.,'53 
Denise Darcel-Patric Knowles July,'53 
Joan Leslie-Forrest Tucker Nov.,'53 
Joan Fontaine-Jack Palance Nov.,'53 


Fred Astaire-Ginger Rogers (reissue) Oct. 29,'53 


Alastair Sim-Martita Hunt Dec.,'53 
Tony Curtis-Joanne Dru Jan.,'54 
Linda Darnell-Cornel Wilde reissue} Nov.,'53 
G. Rogers-W. Holden-P. Douglas Jan.,'54 
Yvonne DeCarlo-Carlos Thompson July 15,'53 
George Montgomery-Joan Vohs May,'53 
Scott Brady-Mary Castle Nov. 27,'53 
John Ireland-Richard Denning June,'53 
Barbara Payton-James Hayter June,'53 
Donald O'Connor-Yvette Dugay July,'53 
Jane Russell-Gilbert Roland Not Set 
M. Clift-B. Lancaster-D. Kerr Sept.,'53 


Burgess Meredith-Jean-Pierre Aumont Aug. 21,'53 


Elvira Reyes-Lou Salvador June 12,'53 
John Mills-Elizabeth Sellars Oct.,'53 
Marilyn Monroe-Jane Russell Aug.,'53 
John Carroll-Mala Powers Not Set 
Hazel Court-Dermot Walsh June 12,'53 
Maurice Evans-Robert Morley Jan. 8,'54 
June Haver-Dan Dailey June,'53 
Marge & Gower Champion Not Set 
Edward G. Robinson Nov.,'53 
James Stewart-June Allyson Feb.,'54 
Victor Mature July, "53 
Rock Hudson-Piper Laurie Sept.,'53 
Johnny Sheffield Jan. 10,'54 
Wanda Hendrix-Van Heflin Feb.,'54 
Cameron Mitchell-Anne Bancroft Mar.,'54 
Red Skelton Not Set 
Willard Parker-Barbara Payton July 17,'53 
Jeff Chandler-Faith Domergue July.'53 
All-Star Cast May,'53 
George Montgomery-Tab Hunter July 24,'53 
Rock Hudson-Donna Reed Nov.,'53 
Red Skelton-Jean Hagen Sept. 4,'53 
Elsbeth Sigmund Mar.,'54 
Richard Widmark-Bella Darvi Feb.,'54 
Hope-Clooney-Dahl-Martin Dec.,'53 
Burt Lancaster-Joan Rice Jan. 16,'54 
John Wayne-Geraldine Page Jan. 2'54 
Stanley Clements Oct. 11,'53 
Tony Curtis-Janet Leigh July,'53 
Grable-Monroe-Baca!l Nov.,'53 
Anthony Steel-Jack Warner June,'53 
Bill Elliott-Peggie Castle Aug. 14,'53 
Robert Ryan-Rhonda Fleming Aug.,'53 
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Gate 
Time 


8im 
80m 


75m 


95m 
87m 
88m 
110m 
88m 
92m 
80m 
83m 
54m 


99m 
73m 


82m 
96m 
116m 
67m 
54m 
98m 
79m 
92m 
80m 


96m 
8Iim 
68m 
80m 
7im 
63m 
88m 
70m 
90m 
90m 
110m 
9im 
85m 
140m 
93m 
78m 
73m 


73m 
8im 
86m 


82m 
78m 
86m 
9im 


69m 
105m 
92m 
82m 
8im 


82m 
8Im 


69m 
73m 
80m 
153m 
77m 
83m 


7im 
98m 


78m 
93m 
83m 
6im 
106m 


96m 
84m 


87m 
83m 


7— REVIEWED — 

(S)=synopsis 
Issue Page 
July 25 1927 
Mar. 14 1768 
July 25 1927 
Dec. 12 (S)2102 
May 23 1845 
Nov. 7 2061 
May 16 1837 
Apr. 25 1805 
Sept. 5 1981 
Aug. 22 1957 
Aug. 15 1949 
Oct. 10 2023 
Aug. 22 1957 
Mar. 14 1758 
Dec. 26 2119 
Sept. 19 1998 
Nov. 14 2069 
Dec. 19 2109 
Dec. 12 2101 
Oct. 10 2023 
Nov. 7 2061 
Aug. 29 1966 
May 2 182! 
Oct. 31 2046 
May 23 _—*1847 
Apr. 25 _—*1805 
Apr. 18 1799 
Nov. 28 2086 
Oct. 3 2014 
June 20 1877 
June 27 1886 
Nov. 7 2062 
Oct. 17 2030 
Dec. 12 2102 
Nov. 28 2086 
June 6 1861 
July 25 1927 
May 16 —*1837 
May 16 1838 
May 30 —‘1853 
June 13 1870 
Nov. 7 (S)2063 
Aug. |} 1933 
Oct. 10 2022 
Oct. 3 2014 
July 4 1903 
Dec. 12 (S)2103 
July 25 1927 
Oct. 31 2045 
May 16 —1839 
Dec. 5 2093 
Oct. 17 2029 
Nov. 14 (S)2071 
May 16 1838 
Aug. 22 1957 
Dec. 26 (S)2119 
Dec. 5 2093 
Aug. 22 1958 
June 27 1886 
Jan. 5,52 1177 
July 18 1918 
Oct. 24 2037 
Aug. |! 1933 
Dec. 26 2118 
Oct. 24 2037 
Jan. 2 2125 
Nov. 28 2085 
Nov. 28 2087 
May 23 1845 
Nov. 14 2070 
July 4 1902 
July 25 1926 
July 25 1925 


a 
Groups 


AYC 
AY 


AY 
AYC 
A 
AY 
AYC 


AY 


AY 


AY 
AMYC 


AMYC 
AMYC 
AY 


AY 


AYC 
AY 


AY 
AY 
AY 


AY 
AY 
AY 
AYC 
AM 


AY 
AM 


AY 
AMYC 


AY 
AYC 
AYC 
AY 


AY 


AM 
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-———— RATINGS ————~ 


Hereld 
Review 


Average 
Very Good 





Falr 


Excellent 
Excellent 
Very Good 
Good 

Very Good 
Good 
Good 

Fair 


Good 


Very Good 
Good 


Good 

Very Good 
Very Good 
Fair 

Fair 

Very Good 
Average 
Very Good 
Good 


Very Good 
Very Good 
Good 
Good 
Good 


Very Good 
Good 

Fair 

Fair 


Fair 


Good 


Excellent 
Fair 


Good 
Good 


Fair 


Good 


Excellent 


Fair 


Good 


Excellent 


Average 
Excellent 
Fair 

Good 

Very Good 


Good 


Excellent 


Good 
Good 
Good 
Superior 
Good 
Good 


Good 
Very Good 


Very Good 
Very Good 
Excellent 
Good 

Very Good 


Excellent 


Good 


Fair 
Excellent 
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TITLE—Production Number—Company 
Invaders from Mars (314) (color) 20th-Fox 
Iron Mask (5313) Lippert 
Island in the Sky (301) WB 
Isle of the Dead (482) RKO 
It Came from Outer Space 

(2D-335, 3D-322) Univ. 
It Happens Every Thursday (319) Univ. 
It Should Happen to You Col. 
It Started in Paradise (Brit.) (color) Astor 

AA 
Para. 
Allied 


Para. 
UA 


Jack Slade (5406) 

Jamaica Run (color) (5220) 

Jennifer (5407) 

Jivaro (5311) (c) 

Joe Louis Story, The 

Johnny the Giant Killer (color) 
(5205) 

Juggler, The (520} 

Julius Caesar 

Justice Brown 


Lippert 
Col 


MGM 
20th-Fox 


WB 
20th-Fox 
20th-Fox 


Key Largo (309) 
Keys of the Kingdom 
Kid from Left Field, The (325) 
Killer Ape Col. 
King of the Khyber Rifles (c)(CS) 20th-Fox 
Kiss Me Kate (c) (3D) (408) MGM 
Kiss of Death (354) 20th-Fox 
Knights of the Round Table (<) (CS) MGM 
Knock on Wood (color) Para. 
La Favorita >a IFE 
La Traviata (c) Astor 
Last of the Pony Riders (593) Col. 
Last Posse, The (535) Col. 
Latin Lovers (color) (348) MGM 
Law and Order (318) (color) Univ. 
Let's Do It Again (color) (533) Col. 
Lili (color) (342)* MGM 
Limping Man (5318) Lippert 
Lion Is in the Streets (color) (305) WB 
Little Boy Lost (5304)* Para. 
Little Caesar WB 
Little Fugitive Burstyn 
Living Desert, The (color) Disney 
Long, Long Trailer, The (c) MGM 
Louisiana Territory (3D) (color) (405) — 
Lucky Five (ltal.) 
Lure of the Sila FE 
al 
Ma and Pa Kettle on Vacation (314) 
Main Street to Broadway (344) 
Man Between, The 
Man Crazy 
Man From Cairo (5302) 
Man from the Alamo (color) (328) 
Man In Hiding 
Man in the Attic 
Man in the Dark (3D) (547)* 
Man of Conflict 
Man on a Tightrope (315) 
Marksman, The (5333) 
Marry Me Again (404) 
Marshal's Daughter, The 
Martin Luther 
Master of Ballantrae, The (color) (225) 
Maze, The (3D) (3101) 
Melba (color) 
Mexican Manhunt (5317) 
Mighty Joe Young (481!) 
Miss Robin Crusoe (color) 
Miss Sadie Thompson (c) (3D) 
Miss Robin Hood (Brit.) 
Mission Over Korea (536) Col. 
Mr. Denning Drives North (Brit.) Carroll 
Mr. Potts Goes to Moscow (Brit.) oe 
Mr. Robinson Crusoe (5314) Rnd 
Mister Scoutmaster Fox 
Mistress of the Mountains [Ital.) Davis 
Mogambo (color) (404)* MGM 
Money from = (c) (3D) Para. 
Moon Is Blue, 
Moonlighter, The “(3D) (303) WB 
Murder on Monda Union 
Murder Will Out {erit.) Kramer-Hyams 
Murder Without Tears (5328) 
My Heart Goes Crazy (Brit.) (color) 
N 
Naked Jungle, The {c) 
Neanderthal Man, T 
Nebraskan, The toler} (3D) (618) 
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Univ. 
MGM 
UA 
20th-Fox 
Lippert 
Univ. 
UA 
20th-Fox 
Col. 
Apex 
20th-Fox 
AA 


RKO 
UA 
deRochemont 
WB 
AA 
UA 
Aw 
RKO 
20th-Fox 
Col. 


Union 


AA 
UA 
Para. 


UA 
Col. 


Release 


Stars Date 


Helene Carter-Arthur Franz May-'53 
Douglas Fairbanks (reissue) Sept. 18,'53 
John Wayne-Lloyd Nolan Sept. 5,'53 
Boris Karloff-Ellen Drew (reissue) July 15,'53 


Richard Carlson-Barbara Rush 
Loretta Young-John Forsythe 
Judy Holiday-Peter Lawford 

Jane Hylton-lan Hunter 


June,'53 
May,'53 
Not Set 
July,'53 


Nov. 8,'53 
June,'53 
Oct. 25,53 
Jan.,'54 
Sept. 18,'53 


Mark Stevens 

Ray Milland-Arlene Dahl 

Ida Lupino-Howard Duff 
Fernando Lamas-Rhonda Fleming 
Coley Wallace-James Edwards 


June 5,'53 
June,'53 
Spec. 
Jan.,'54 


Animated Cartoon 

Kirk Douglas-Milly Vitale 

Brando, Calhern, Garson, Kerr, Mason 
Thelma Ritter-Jeffrey Hunter 


Robinson-Bogart-Bacall (reissue) Nov. 7,'53 
Gregory Peck-Thomas Mitchell (reissue) Jan.,'54 
Dan Dailey-Anne Bancroft July,'53 
Johnny Weissmuller Dec.,'53 
Tyrone Power-Terry Moore Jan.,'54 
Kathryn Grayson-Howard Keel Nov. 26,'53 
Victor Mature-Richard Widmark (reissue) July,'53 
Robert Taylor-Ava Gardner Jan. 15,'54 
Danny Kaye-Mai Zetterling Not Set 
Paolo Silveri Oct.,'53 
Lucia Evangelis-Giulio Gari Dec. 26,'53 
Gene Autry Nov.,'53 
Broderick Crawford-John Derek July,'53 
Lana Turner-Ricardo Montalban 

Ronald Reagan-Dorothy Malone 

Jane Wyman-Ray Milland 
Leslie Caron-Mel Ferrer 

Lloyd Bridges 

James Cagney-Barbara Hale 
Bing Crosby-Claude Dauphin 
Edward G. Robinson 

Richie Andrusco 

True Life Adventure 

Lucille Ball-Desi Arnaz 
Documentary 

Aldo Fabrizi 

Silvano Mangano 


(reissue) Dec. 19,'53 
Oct. 6,'53 

Nov.,'53 

Not Set 

Oct. 16,'53 

Nov.,'53 

Dec. 25,'53 


Apr.,'53 
July 31,'53 
Not Set 
Dec.,'53 
Nov. 27,'53 
Aug.,'53 
Oct. 2,'53 


Marjorie Main-Percy Kilbride 

All Star Cast 

James Mason-Claire Bloom 

Neville Brand-Christine White 
George Raft-Gianna Maria Canale 
Glenn Ford-Julia Adams 

Paul Henried-Lois Maxwell 
Constance Smith-Jack Palance 
Edmond O'Brien-Audrey Totter 
Edward Arnold-John Agar 

Fredric March-Terry Moore 
Wayne Morris 

Marie Wilson-Robert Cummings 
Ken Murray-Preston Foster 

Niall MacGinnis 

Errol Flynn-Anthony Steel 

Richard Carlson-Veronica Hurst 
Patrice Munsel-Robert Morley 
George Brent-Hillary Brooke 
Terry Moore-Ben Johnson 
Amanda Blake-George Nader 
Rita Hayworth-Jose Ferrer 
Margaret Rutherford 

John Hodiak-Audrey Totter Aug.,'53 
John Mills-Phyllis Calvert oo 
George Cole-Nadia Gray Sept. 4,53 
Douglas Fairbanks (reissue) Sept. 25, ‘53 
Clifton Webb-Edmund Gwenn 

Vivi Gioi 

Clark Gable-Ava Gardner 

Dean Martin-Jerry Lewis 

William Holden-David Niven July 17, ‘53 
Barbara Stanwyck-Fred MacMurray Sept. 19,53 
Ralph Richardson-Margaret Leighton Oct.,'53 
Valerie Hobson-Edward adeodows Apr.,'53 
Craig Stevens-Joyce Holden June 14,'53 
Sid Field-Greta Gynt July 22,'53 


(reissue) July 15, ‘S3 
ov.," 

Dec.,'53 

June,'53 


Not Set 
June 19,'53 
Dec.,'53 


Eleanor Parker-Charlton Heston 
Robert Shayne-Doris Merrick 
Phil Carey-Roberta Haynes 


Runalng 
Time 


78m 
73m 
109m 
72m 


82m 
80m 


90m 


90m 
92m 


7 REVIEWED— 
(S)=synopsis 
Issue 


Apr. 


Aug. 


Apr. 


i 
8 
23 


18 
7 


> ane 


. 24 
» ae 


31 


. 19 


Apr. 


Mar. 
Dec. 
Sept. 


Oct. 
Dec. 
Oct. 
Dec. 


Mar. 
Aug. 
Nov. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
July 
Nov. 
Dec. 
Apr. 
Dec. 
Apr. 
Apr. 
Sept. 
ih 
ept. 
July 
July 
June 


Dec. 
July 
July 
Aug. 
Sept. 


Aug. 
Dec. 
Sept. 
Dec. 
June 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Apr. 
June 
Aug. 


Dec. 
June 


Nov. 


3 


12 
27 
7 


Page 
1790 


1941 


1845 
1798 
($)2063 
1958 


2037 
1789 
S) 2047 
$)2i11 
2013 


1902 
1821 
1861 


2117 
1918 
1926 
1966 
1998 


1965 
2102 
1997 
2093 
1869 
1998 
2022 
1790 
1878 
1935 


$)2103 
$) 1887 
2062 
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@ 
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Groups L.ofD. Review 
AY Good 


AY A-| Excellent 


AY Very Good 
2 Very Good 


Fair 


Excellent 
Very Good 


Excellent 


Good 
Good 


Superior 


Good 
Fair 
Excellent 
Excellent 


Superior 
Fair 


Good 
Good 


Excellent 


Excellent 
Excellent 


Good 
Fair 


Good 

Fair 
Excellent 
Good 

Fair 

Very Good 
Fair 

Fair 

Very Good 
Fair 
Excellent 
Good 
Average 
Excellent 
Very Good 
Very Good 
Very Good 


Excellent 
Fair 


Very Gcod 
Very Good 
Good 


° 
Very Good 
Excellent 


Average 


AY A-2 Fair 


MOTION PICTURE HERALD, JANUARY 2, 1954 








rITLE—Production Number—Company 


Never Let Me Go (327) MGM 
Night Is My Kingdom, The (Fr.) Davis 
Night Without Stars (Brit.) (322) RKO 
99 River Street UA 
No Escape UA 
Norman Conquest (5303) Lippert 
Northern Patrol (5330) AA 


O-P 
O. K. Nero (Ital.-Eng. dubbed) 
One Girl's Confession (528) 
Othello 
Out of the Past (488) 
Overcoat (ital. 
Pack Train (575) 
Paratrooper (619) (color) Col. 
Paris Express, The (Brit.) (color) MacDonald 
Paris Model (621) Col. 
Passionate Sentry, The (Brit. Fine Arts 
Path to the Kingdom Nar Master 
Perilous Journey, A (5206 Rep. 
Pickup on South Street (322) 20th-Fox 
Plunder of the Sun WB 
Pony Express (color) (5217) 
Port Sinister (317 
Powder River — a (321) 20th-Fox 
President's Lady, The (312) = 
Prince Valiant (c) (CS) 20th-Fo 
Prisoners of the Casbah (color) (622) Cal 
Private Eyes (532!) 
Problem Girls (526) Col 
Project M-7 (483) (Brit.) U-I 
Project Moon Base (5315) Lippert 
Public Enemy WB 
Q-R 


Queen Is Crowned, A 
(Brit.) (color) (323)* 
Queen of Sheba (Ital.-Eng.) 
Red Garters (c) 
Red River Shore 
Return to Paradise (color) 
Ride Vaquero (color) {343} 
Riders to the Stars (c) 
Riot in Cell Block 11 AA 
River of No Return (c) (CS) 20th-Fox 
Road House (355) 20th-Fox 
Roar of the Crowd (color) (5311) rVal 
~~ Ro Dag (c) (Brit.) Disney-RKO 
e sean BEE (c)* 20th-Fox 
annie Crusoe (c) UA 
Roman Holiday (5301)* 
Rome 11 O'Clock (Ital.) 
Rose Bowl Story (5204) 
Royal African Rifles, The (color) (408) AA 
Run for the Hills Realart 
s 


Para. 


RKO 


Univ. 
Pizor 
Para. 
Rep. 


UA 
MGM 
UA 


Para. 


MGM 
UA 
AA 


Col. 
20th-Fox 
Coil 


Saadia (c) 

Sabre Jet (color) 

Safari Drums (5314 

Saginaw Trail (576 

Sailor of the King (327) 
Salome (color) (545)* 
Sangaree (3D) (5230)* (c} 
Savage Frontier (5242) 

Scandal at Scourie [color] (336) 
Scared Stiff (5222)* 

Sea Around Us, The (color) (403) 
Sea Devils (color) (320) 

Sea of Lost Ships Rep 
Second Chance (color) (3D)* (403) RKO 
Sequoia (340) MGM 
Serpent of the me (color) (538) Col. 
Shadow Man (5316) Lippert 
Shadows of Tombstone 

Shane (color) (5225)* 

Shark River (color) 

She Had to Say Yes 

Shoot First 

Siege at Red River (c) 

Silver Horde (color) 

Sins of Jezebel — rea) 
Siren of sented (color 

Sky Commando (542) 

Slaves of setytos (e235) re 
Slight Case of Larceny, 4 (334) 
Small Town Girl (color) (325) 
Snows of Kilimanjaro (celor) 


So Little Time (Brit.) 
So This Is Love (color 
Sombrere (color) (324 


Para. 
Rep. 
MGM 
Para. 
RKO 
RKO 


Col. 

MGM 
MGM 
20th-Fox 
WB 
MacDonald 
WB 


MGM 


Stars 


Clark Gable-Gene Tierney 
Jean Gabin-Simone Valera 
David Farrar-Nadia Gray 
John Payne-Evelyn Keyes 
Lew Ayres-Sonny Tufts 
Tom Conway-Eva Bartok 
Kirby Grant 


pt., 
Sept. 11,53 
July 12,°53 


Silvana-Pampanini-Gino Cervi June,'53 
Hugo Haas-Cleo Moore 

Orson Welles-Fay Compton , 
Robert Mitchum-Kirk Douglas (reissue) Oct. 29, ‘53 
Renato Rascel Oct.,'53 
Gene Autry-Smiley Burnette July,’3 
Alan Ladd-Leo Genn Jan.,'54 
Claude Rains-Marta Toren June,'53 
Marilyn Maxwell-Paulette Goddard Nov.,'53 
Valerie Hobson-Nigel Patrick Nov.,'53 
Dominique Blanchard Jan.,'54 
Vera Ralston-David Brian Apr. 5,'53 
Richard Widmark-Jean Peters June,'53 
Glenn Ford-Diana Lynn Aug. 29,'53 
Charlton Heston-Rhonda Fleming May,'53 
James Warren Apr. 10,'53 
Rory Calhoun-Corinne Calvet June,'53 
Susan Hayward-Charlton Heston Apr.,'53 
Robert Wagner-Janet Leigh 
Gloria Grahame-Cesar Romero 
Bowery Boys 

Helen Walker-Ross Elliott 
Phyllis Calvert a 
Donna Martell-Ross Ford Sept. 4.'53 
Jean Harlow-James Cagney (reissue) Dec. 19,'53 


June,'53 
Nov.,'53 
Not Set 
Dec. 15,'53 
July 10,53 
July 17,'53 
Dec. 11,'53 
Not Set 
Mar.,'54 
July,'53 
May 31,'53 


Laurence Olivier, narrator 

Gino Cervi-Leonora Ruffo 

Rosemary Clooney-Jack Carson 

Rex Allen 

Gary Cooper-Roberta Haynes 

Robert Taylor-Ava Gardner 

Richard Carlson-Herbert Marshall 
Neville Brand-Leo Gordon 

Robert Mitchum-Marilyn Monroe 
Richard Widmark-lda Lupino (reissue) 
Howard Duff-Helene Stanley 

Richard Todd-Glynis Johns 

Victor Mature-Jean Simmons 

Dan O'Herlihy-James Fernandez 
Gregory Peck-Audrey Hepburn 

Raf Vallone-Lea Padovani 
Marshall Thompson 

Louis Hayward-Veronica Hurst 
Sonny Tufts-Barbara Payton 


(reissue) Sept. 6, Le 
Sept. 27,'53 
June,'53 


Cornel Wilde-Mel Ferrer 

Robert Stack-Coleen Gray 

Johnny Sheffield 

Gene Autry 

Jeffrey Hunter-Michael Rennie 
Rita Hayworth-Stewart Granger 
Fernando Lamas-Arlene Dahl 

Allan "Rocky" Lane-Dorothy Patrick 
Greer Garson-Walter Pidgeon 
Martin & Lewis-Lizabeth Scott 
Documentary 

Yvonne DeCarlo-Rock Hudson 
John Derek-Wanda Hendrix 
Robert Mitchum-Linda Darnell July 18,53 
Jean Parker-Russell Hardie (reissue) June, '53 
Rhonda Fleming-William Lundigan May,'53 
Cesar Romero Oct. 16,'53 
Rex Allen 

Alan Ladd-Jean Arthur 

Steve Cochran-Carole Mathews 

Jean Simmons-Robert Mitchum 

Joel McCrea-Evelyn Keyes 

Van Johnson-Joanne Dru 

John Wayne-Jane Russell 

Paulette Goddard 

Paul Henreid-Patricia Medina 

Dan Duryea-Frances Gifford 

Richard Conte-Linda Christian 

Mickey Rooney-Eddie Bracken 

Jane Powell-Farley Granger 

Gregory Peck-Susan Hayward 

Jane Wyman-Sterling Hayden 

Maria Schell-Marius Goring 

Kathryn Grayson-Walter Abel 

Ricardo Montalban-Cyd Charisse 


Feb. 5,'54 
Sept. 4,'53 
June 21,'53 
Sept.,'53 
Aug.,'53 
Spec. 
May,'53 
May 15,'53 
June 12,'53 
June,'53 
July 11,'53 
May 23,'53 
Oct. 22,'53 
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Ranelag 
T 


Ime 


94m 
109m 
75m 
83m 
76m 
79m 
63m 


88m 
74m 


97m 
96m 
57m 
87m 
86m 
59m 
85m 
85m 
90m 
80m 
8im 


65m 
78m 
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Apr. 4 
Aug. 8 
July 4 
Aug. 29 
Aug. | 


July 18 


June 
Mar. 


Oct. 
June 
Dec. 
June 
Nov. 
Oct. 
Dec. 
May 
May 
Aug. 
Mar. 
Feb. 
May 
Mar. 
Dec. 
Nov. 
Dec. 
Mar. 
Nov. 
Sept. 


Nov. 


May 
Nov. 
Sept. 


July 
May 


Oct. 
Sept. 


Jan. 
Sept. 
June 
Aug. 
July 
Mar. 
May 
June 
May 
Apr. 
Jan. 
June 
Oct. 
July 


Apr. 


Oct. 
Apr. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
June 


Dec. 


Nov. 
Mey 
Aug. 22 


May 9 
Feb. 28 
Sept. 20,'53 
Oct. 3 
Aug. 8 
July 18 
Feb. 28 


(S)=synopsis 


Page 


1781 
1943 
1902 
1965 
1934 


1919 


1886 
1751 


203! 
1887 
2118 
1869 
2062 
2047 
2110 
1846 
1837 
1942 
1750 
1735 
1838 
1750 
(S)2094 
2062 
(S)2094 
1759 
2087 
1982 


1869 
2070 
(S)2102 
2118 
1925 
1879 


(S)2063 


1846 
2086 
2005 


1901 
1823 


2015 
1981 


2125 
1989 
1886 
1966 
1917 
1757 
1853 
1863 

1821 

1798 
1686 
1862 

2046 
1919 


a 
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AY 


A 
A 


L. of D. 


A-| 
A-2 
A-2 
B 

A-2 


A-! 
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Nn 


New 


>>> &>>>>m> 
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Excellent 
Good 
Fair 
Good 


Fair 


Fair 


Good 
Good 


Very Good 
Good 
Very Good 
Very Good 
Fair 

Fair 

Good 


Fair 


Very Good 
Fair 

Good 
Good 


Fair 


Fair 
Fair 
Fair 


Excellent 
Fair 


Good 
Very Good 
Fair 
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Good 


Superior 


Excellent 
Very Good 


Average 
Fair 


Good 
Good 
Good 
Good 
Excellent 
Excellent 
Very Good 
Fair 

Very Good 
Excellent 
Very Good 
Good 
Good 

Very Good 


Good 


Good 
Excellent 
Fair 


Good 


Good 
Good 


Fair 


Good 
Excellent 
Excellent 
Excellent 
Very Good 
Excellent 
Excellent 
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Release Running 
Issue Page 


Stars Date Time en aad 


1 
TITLE—Production Number—Company Groups L.ofD. 


Something Money Can't Buy (Brit.) Univ. 

Son of Belle Starr (color) (5309) 

Sen of Sinbad (eolor) (3D) 

Song of the Land (color) 

South Sea Woman (222) 

Spaceways (5301) 

Stage Door (483) 

Stalag 17 (5224)* Para. 

Stand at Apache River (color) (331) Univ. 

Steel Lady, The ms 

Stooge, The (5212)* Par 

Story of Three Loves, The (color) (338) MGM 

Stranger on the Prowl ° UA 

Stranger Wore a Gun (3D) (c) (605) Col. 

Sweethearts on Parade (color) (5210) Rep. 

Sword and the Rose, The (color) (491) RKO 

System, The (217) WB 
T 


Take Me to Town (color) (321) Univ. 
Take the High Ground (color) (406) MGM 
Tanga Tika {color} Schaefer 
Tarzan and the She-Devil (324) RKO 
Taza, Son of Cochise (c) (3D) Univ. 
Terror on a Train (402) MGM 
Terror Street (5304) Lippert 
Texas Badman (5335) 
Those Redheads from Seattle (color) 
(2D-5329, 3D-5305) 
Three Girls 1 Rome (Ital.) 
(Eng. dial 
Three Sailors and a Girl (c) (314) 
Three Young Texans (c) 20th-Fo 
Thunder Bay (color) (327) Univ. 
Thunder Over the Plains (c) (313) WB 
Thunderhoof (530) Col. 
Thy Neighbor's Wife 20th-Fox 
Time Gentlemen Please (Brit.) Union 
Times Gone By [Iteal.) 1.F.E. 
Titanic (318)* 20th-Fox 
Titfield Thunderbolt (c) (387) (Brit.) Univ. 
Tenight We Sing [color) (347) 20th-Fox 
Topeka (5325) Ab 
Torch Song (color) (405) MGM 
Trader Horn (339) MGM 
Trail Blazers (5329) ae 
Trail of the Arrow Ak 
Treasure of Sierra Madre (310) WB 
Trent's Last Case (Brit.) Rep. 
Trouble Along the Way (216) ws 
Tumbleweed (color) (405) Univ. 
Twonky, The UA 


U-V 
Undercover Agent (5306) 
Untamed Breed (614) 
Valley of Headhunters (608) 
Vanquished, The (color) (5221) Para. 
Veils of Bagdad (color) (404) Univ. 
Vice Squad UA 
Vicki 20th-Fox 
Vigilantes Terror (5422) Allied 
Village, The UA 
Violated Palace 
Voleano [Ital.) (Eng. dubbed) UA 


Ww 
Walking My aoe Back Home (406) (c) Univ. 
Wer Arrow Univ. 
War of the Worlds (c) (5303) Para. 
Wer Paint (color) UA 
White Hell of Pitz Palu I.F.E. 
White Witch Doctor (color) (324) 20th-Fox 
Wicked Woman UA 
Wild One (623) Col. 
Wings of the Hawk (c) 

(2D-336, 3D-330) 

Without Reservations (484) 


X-Y-Z 
Yank in the R.A.F 
Yellow Balloon (5430) ( Brit.) 


1.F.E. 
WB 
x 


Lippert 
Col. 
Col. 


Univ. 
RKO 


20th-Fox 
AA 
Yesterday & Today UA 


Young Bess (color)* (333) MGM 
Young Caruso, The (Ital.) (Eng. dial.) I.F.E. 


Patricia Roc-Anthony Steel Oct.,’53 
Keith Larsen-Peggie Castle June 28,'53 
Dale Robertson-Sally Forrest Not Set 
Nature Nov.,'53 
Burt Lancaster-Virginia Mayo June 27,'53 
Howard Duff-Eva Bartok Aug. 7,'53 
Kath. Hepburn-Ginger Rogers (reissue) Aug. 5,'53 
William Holden-Don Taylor July,” 53 
Stephen McNally-Julia Adams 
Rod Cameron-Tab Hunter 
Dean Martin-Jerry Lewis 
Leslie Caron-Pier Angeli 

Paul Muni-Joan Lorring 
Randolph Scott-Claire Trevor 
Ray Middleton-Lucille Norman 
Richard Todd-Glynis Johns 
Frank Lovejoy-Joan Weldon 


June 26,'53 
Nov. 2,°53 
Aug,.,'53 
July 15,°53 
Aug. 15,53 
Apr. 18,'53 


June,'53 
Oct. 30,'53 
Nov.,'53 


Ann Sheridan-Sterling Hayden 
Richard Widmark-Karl Malden 
All Native Cast 

Lex Barker-Joyce MacKenzie 
Rock Hudson-Barbara Rush 
Glenn Ford-Anne Vernon 

Dan Duryea 


Wayne Morris Dec. 20,'53 


Oct.,'53 


Aug.,'53 

Dec. 26,'53 

Jan.,'54 

Aug.,'53 

Dec. 12,'53 

(reissue) June,'53 
Oct.,' 


Rhonda Fleming-Gene Berry 


Lucia Bose-Cosetta Greco 
Jane Powell-Gordon MacRae 
Mitzi Gaynor-Jeff Hunter 
James Stewart-Joanne Dru 
Randolph Scott-Phyllis Kirk 
Preston Foster-Mary Stuart 
Hugo Haas-Cleo Moore 
Eddie Byrne-H. Baddely 
Vittorio de Sica-Gina Lollobrigida 
Clifton Webb-Barbara Stanwyck 
Stanley Holloway 

David Wayne-Ezio Pinza 

Bill Elliott Aug. 9,'53 
Joan Crawford-Michael Wilding Oct. 23,'53 
Harry Carey-Edwina Booth (reissue) June,'53 
Alan Hale, Jr. Apr. 19,'53 
Guy Madison-Andy Devine Aug. 25,'53 
Humphrey Bogart (reissue) Nov. 7,'53 
Michael Wilding-Margaret Lockwood Sept. 22,53 
John Wayne-Donna Reed Apr. 4,'53 
Audie Murphy-Lori Nelson Dec.,'53 
Hans Conried-Gloria Blondell June 10,'53 


Sept.,'53 
Sept.,'53 
May,'53 
Oct.,'53 
Apr.,'53 


Oct. 2,°53 
(reissue) Sept.,"53 
Aug.,'53 
June,'53 
Nov.,"53 
July 31,'53 
Oct.,'53 
Nov. 15,°53 
Oct. 23,53 
Dec.,'53 
June 5,'53 


Dermot Walsh-Hazel Court 
Sonny Tufts-Barbara Britton 
Johnny Weissmuller 

John Payne-Jan Sterling 
Victor Mature-Mari Blanchard 
Edw. G. Robinson-Paulette Goddard 
Jeanne Crain-Jean Peters 

Bill Elliott-Mary Ellen Kay 

John Justin-Eva Dahibeck 

Wim Holland 

Anna Magnani-Geraldine Brooks 


Donald O'Connor-Janet Leigh Dec.,'53 
Jeff Chandler-Maureen O'Hara 
Gene Barry-Ann Robinson 
Robert Stack-Joan Taylor 

Hans Albers 

Susan Hayward-Robert Mitchum 
Beverly Michaels-Richard Egan 
Marlon Brando-Mary Murphy 


Van Heflin-Julia Adams Sept.,"53 
Claudette Colbert (reissue) Aug. 5,'53 


Dec. 9,'53 
Not Set 


ee.” Nov.,'53 
Oct. 4,'53 
Dec. 2,'53 
May 29,'53 
Sept.,'53 


Tyrone Power-Betty Grable 
Andrew Ray-Kathleen Ryan 
Documentary 

J. Simmons-S. Granger-D, Kerr 
Ermanno Randi-Gina Lollobrigida 


83m 
70m 


7im 
99m 
76m 


120m 
77m 
84m 
100m 
122m 
&2m 
83m 
90m 
93m 
90m 


8im 
10im 
75m 
76m 


72m 
83m 


90m 


97m 
79m 
57m 
112m 
77m 


Oct. 
July 


Nov. 


June 
July 


May 
Aug. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Mar. 
Nov. 


Aug. 


Aug. 
July 
Mar. 


"May 
Sept. 


Oct. 
July 


Dec. 


Dec. 


Dec. 
Nov. 
May 


Aug. 


3 
4 


2015 
1902 


2087 
186! 
1902 


1829 
1949 
2030 
1557 
1749 
2069 
1943 
1934 
1901 
1766 


1846 
2006 
2022 
1918 
(s)2uit 
1926 
2093 
($)207! 


2006 


2094 
2070 
1821 
1942 


AY 


A-2 
A-! 


A-1 
B 


>>>> 
NOT eae — 


cP PO. See 
- =- ee 


Fair 
Good 


Good 
Very Good 
Good 


Excellent 
Fair 

Fair 
Excellent 
Very Good 
Good 
Averege 


Very Good 
Very Good 
Excellent 
Fair 


Good 
Good 


Very Good 


Very Good 
Good 


Excellent 
Good 


Good 


Excellent 
Excellent 
Fair 
Good 


Fair 


Fair 
Excellent 
Very Good 
Poor 


Fair 


Good 
Good 
Good 

Very Good 
Fair 


Good 
Fair 


Good 


Very Good 
Good 
Excellent 
Good 
Good 
Very Good 
od 
Good 


Very Good 


Fair 

Good 

Very Good 
Good 
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HAVE BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR THE FOLLOWING 
OUTSTANDING ANGLO-AMERICAN PRODUCTIONS 


JAMES MASON - AVA GARDNER 


“PANDORA and the FLYING DUTCHMAN” 


* 
HUMPHREY BOGART - KATHARINE HEPBURN 


“The AFRICAN QUEEN™ 


: * HUMPHREY BOGART 
y iB JOSE FERRER JENNIFER JONES - GINA LOLLOBRIGIDA 


“MOULIN ROUGE” - ‘BEAT the DEVIL” 


also starring ROBERT MORLEY 
* 


a THIS SAME BRITISH COMPANY IS PROUD TO PRESENT AN ALL- 
g AND M OW STAR CAST IN YET ANOTHER GREAT ANGLO-AMERIGAN PRODUCTION 


LAURENCE HARVEY - GLORIA GRAHAME 
RICHARD BASEHART - JOAN COLLINS 
JOHN IRELAND - STANLEY BAKER 


and 


MARGARET LEIGHTON - ROBERT MORLEY 


‘The GOOD DIE YOUNG” 


w%& FILMED FOR WIDE SCREER 
"™ ROMULUS FILMS LTD. Nascreno House - 27/28 Soho Square - London - W.1 


4 
° 
“7 
“y 
ee 
‘ 
“ 








The qood ol days! 





Buck up, brother . . . and look at the bright side 
... of the “good new days” just ahead! ... There’s 
a whole new era in motion pictures on the horizon 
..-with CINEMASCOPE, 3D, WIDESCREENS and 
STEREOPHONIC SOUND setting the pace! ... 
And some new HIT PICTURES, too. . . that have 
been setting some new records . . . and breaking 
some old ones! .. . And the PRIZE BABY’s keep- 
ing right in step, too, brother . . . with the TRAIL- 























ERS, ACCESSORIES and special display items... 
that herald the coming of this new era in motion 
picture history! 

Look ahead, brother . . . and start selling 
what you’ve got coming . . . some BIGGER and 
BETTER Movies .. . in a BIGGER and BETTER 


way! 


Sell the Bigger SHOWBUSINESS with 
Bigger SHOWMANSHIP! 


nanrionar. \ C7227 service 


( 


PRIZE BABY OF THE IMDUSTRY 





